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1. PHE NO ME NO LOGY OF JU VE NI LE DE LIN QU ENCY

Crime,notonlyasanillegalbutalsoasadangeroushumanacti-
vityandphenomenonprobablydatesbacktothebeginningsofhuman
society.Eversincetheprehistoriccommunitiesallthewaytothemo-
derndaysociety,therewerealwaysindividualsorgroupswhostrived
toachievetheirgoalsinsociallyorlegallyunacceptableways.Inad-
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ditiontothosewhoconsciouslybreaksocialandlegalnorms,criminal
actswere also and still areperpetratedby those individualswhoare
unawareof theexistingnormsofconduct i.e.whose intellectualand
mentalcapacitiespreventthemfromcomprehendingtheirenvironment
andaccepting the rules thatwere laiddown inorder to facilitate the
developmentandsurvivalofthatparticularcommunity.Thismakesa
criminal act either an intentional and conscious or unintentional and
unconscious,butinbothcasesadetrimentalactperpetratedbyanin-
dividual. Inappropriate, inadequate anddangerousbehaviorhasbeen
anintegralpartofhumansocietysincetimeimmemorialwhilecertain
aggressiveactswere survivalmotivatedandaimedatprovidingpro-
tectionagainstunfamiliaranddisturbingeventsandcreaturesfromthe
nature1).Criminality,asasetofdifferentsociallyundesirablebehaviors
whichwereoutlawedprimarilybycriminalcodesandlaws, takes its
formalshapewiththeestablishmentofthestateandtheruleoflaw.In
majorityofcasesviolenceaccompaniescrimeandistheresultofinter-
actionbetweenalargenumberofexogenousandendogenousfactors
whoseinterconnectednessatdifferentlevelsisconducivetosomeone
beingviolentorsomeonesufferingviolence2). 

Therearemanycausesofcriminalbehaviorand theycome in
differentshapesandsizes.Theirtriggers,aswellastheirdisplay,de-
velopedtogetherwiththesocietyasdidtheproblemswithwhichgro-
ups and individualswere faced. In that respect, juvenile crime is of
particularimportancewhenconsideringthestabilityandprospectsof
acommunityoracountry.Studyingthecauses,motivesandformsof
juveniledelinquencyisaimednotonlyatuncoveringandsanctioning
thesecriminalacts,butalsoatpreventingsuchactsfromoccurringin
thefuture,developingsocialpreemptivemeasuresandfindingthebest
formsandmethodsofsocialaction3).

Juvenilecrimeispartofoverallcrimeinasociety,butduetothe
characteristicsassociatedwithitsperpetrators,itisalsoaphenomenon
whichrequiresmeticuloussecurity,social,psychologicalandpedago-
gical attention and scrutiny.Traits, number and diversity of juvenile
crimearenotonlyareflectionofthecurrentsecurityandsocio-patho-
logicalstatethesocietyisin,butitcanalsoserveasanindicatorofim-
mediateandmoredistantfutureofthatparticularsociety.Althoughitis
unpleasanttoexpressthetermschildandcrimetogether,juveniledelin-

1) Видети:Đorđević,Ivica,Se cu rity Ar chi tec tu re in the Glo ba li za tion En vi ron ment.Facultyfor
SecurityStudiesandPEOfficialGazzette,Belgrade,2007.

2) Видети:ĐurdjevicZoranandRadovicNenad,‘’DeterminantsandTrendsinJuvenileViolen-
ce’’,Kul tu ra po li sa 1, NoviSad,2012.

3) Видети:LjubičićStanko,‘’JuvenileCrime’’,Kul tu ra po li sa 8-9-10,NoviSad,2008
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quencyisstilloneofthemajorproblemsinmanycountries4).Thefact
thatintheUSAalone27,000murderswerecommittedbyjuveniles5)in
theperiodbetween1980and1997,speaksvolumesofhowseriousand
widespreadthisphenomenonisnotonlyglobally,butwithinonesingle
country.JuvenilecrimeisconstantlyontheriseintheRepublicofSer-
biaandthistrendstartedtoemergein19736).

There are different theoretical, scientifically proven and insuf-
ficientlysubstantiatedviewsas to thecausesandmotivesof juvenile
delinquency.Almostallrelevanttheoriesonthecausesofjuvenilede-
linquencycanbegroupedintothreecategories:a)theoriesofsociety,
b)theoriesoffamily,andc)theoriesofpersonality.Severalstudiesin-
cludedifferentaspectsofallofthesetheorieswhichareunderstandable
asthecrime,includingjuvenilecrime,isbothacauseandconsequence
ofdifferentfactors:socio-economicandpoliticalsituationinasociety,
valuesheldinhighregardinsuchsociety,immediateenvironmentand
family,whilepersonalitytraitsalsoplayanimportantpartinexhibiting
criminalbehavior.Thisisthereasonwhyacomprehensiveknowledge
onandunderstandingofdifferentaspectsofasocietyandmicro-envi-
ronmentcombinedwith interpersonal factors, is thebestway topre-
emptjuvenilecrime.

Someauthorsseethecausefortheincreaseincriminalbehavi-
or, including juvenile crime, in significant socio-political events and
changeswhichoftentimesspilloveracrossthebordersofonecountry
and intoothercountries.Following theendof theColdWar,Europe
wasfacedwithconsiderablegeo-politicalandeconomicchangesand
challengeswhile thepaceofmodernizationwasrapidlyaccelerating,
resultinginintensifiedfeelingofpublicinsecurity7).Manyauthorssee
theshiftsineconomicandpoliticalsystemsaswellasprivatizationand
transitionprocessesasthemaincausesofdecreaseinthequalityoflife
whichfurtherleadstodissatisfaction,frustrationandviolence8).Oneof
thecausesforthediscontentofyoungpeopleandconsequentlyjuvenile
crime,canbefoundindistortedsocial,familyandpersonalvaluesand
warpedperceptionof lifequality.Oneof the approaches adoptedby

4) OzenSakiretal,‘’JuvenileDeliquencyinaDevelopingCountry:AProvinceExampleinTur-
key’’,In ter na ti o nal Jo ur nal of Law and Psychi a try, 28,2005.стр.431

5) LoeberRalfandFarringtonDavidP,2000,‘’YoungChildrenWhoCommitCrime:Epidemi-
ology,DevelopmentalOrigins,RiskFactors,EarlyInterventions,andPolicyImplications’’,
De ve lop ment and Psycho pat ho logy 12,2002.стр.739

6) Ширевидети:NikolovskiMarjan,‘’CrimesCommittedbyJuvenileOffendersinGroups’’,
Col lec tion of Pa pers – Pe er Vi o len ce,Laktaši,2013.

7) BoehnkeKlausandBergs-WinkelsDagmar,‘’JuvenileDeliquencyunderConditionsofRapid
SocialChange’’,So ci o lo gi cal Fo rum, Vol. 17, No. 1,2002.стр.60

8) Шире видети: Campbell,Angus andConverse, Philip E,The Hu man Me a ning of So cial 
Chan ge,NewYork:RussellSage,1972.
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thegroupofauthorsadvocatingtheoriesofsocietyisthatadolescents
actoutofsubterraneanvaluesorimpulsesthatareanacceptedpartof
aculture,butnonethelesstendtobeobscuredandtoagreaterorlesser
extentcontrolledinthemainstreamsociety9).Thecreatorofthisway
of thinkingwasSutherland(1949)withhisstudies.Violenceismore
commonamonggroupswhosesubculturalattitudes,norms,andvalues
favor aggressive solutions to problems10). Some authors propose that
economic inequality, not subcultural values,was themajor cause of
violence11). 

Anotherapproach,associatedwith the theoriesofsociety,asa
causeofdelinquencyassumestheexistenceofoppositionalgroupsin
societyandgeneralconflictsbetweenadultsandadolescents12).

Regardlessofthecharacterofsocio-economicandculturalcir-
cumstancesinasociety,thereisnodoubtthatthemostimportantand
influentialoneamonganumberoffactors(e.g.norms,behavioralpat-
terns,schools,themedia),isthefamilyitself.Thestructureofthefa-
mily is important for both understanding and prevention of juvenile
delinquency.Inadditiontothenumberoffamilymembers,theirgen-
der,educationandagestructure,familyvalues,possibleviolentbeha-
vior, theoccurrenceof juvenilecrimemightbe triggeredby the low
socio-economicstatus,unemployment,poorparentalsupervision,weak
regulatoryroleofthefamilyduetotheweaknessofthepublicregula-
torysystem13)andthisisanexampleoftheinterpretationofcausesin
whichfindingsandviewpointsoftwodifferentgroupsoftheoriesare
intertwined, in this case– theoriesof familyand theoriesof society.
Themodelofgrowingupwhichinvolvesinadequateparentalguidan-
ce,domesticviolence,abuseandneglectasriskfactorsconduciveto
criminalbehavior,wasdevelopedbyPatterson,DeBarysheandRem-
sey(1989)amongothers.Childhoodneglectandabuseareindeedrisk
factorswhichincreasetheprobabilityofviolentbehaviorinlaterlife.
Thesynergyofriskfactorsthatoriginateinthefamilysettingandim-
mediateenvironmentaswellastheindividual’spersonalitystructure,

9) BoehnkeKlausandBergs-WinkelsDagmar,‘’JuvenileDeliquencyunderConditionsofRapid
SocialChange’’,So ci o lo gi cal Fo rum, Vol. 17, No. 1,2002.стр.64

10) Видети:WolfgangMarvinEetal,The Sub cul tu re of Vi o len ce,Tavistock,1967.

11) BlauJRandBlauPeterM,‘’TheCostofInequality:MetropolitanStructureandViolentCri-
me’’,Ame ri can So ci o lo gi cal Re vi ew, 47,1982.стр.120

12) Ширевидети:MeadMargaret,Cul tu re and Com mit ment: A Study of Ge ne ra tion Gap.Gar-
denCity,NY:NaturalHistoryPress,1970.

13) LynamDonaldetal,‘’TheInteractionBetweenImpulsivityandNeighborhoodContextOn
Offending:TheEffectsof ImpulsivityAreStronger inPoorerNeighborhoods’’,Jo ur nal of 
Ab nor mal Psycho logy, 109,2000.стр.569.
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highlighttheimportanceinterpersonalfactorshave(personalitytraits)
inadditiontothepreviouslymentioneddifferentexternalfactors(soci-
ety,family,culture).Thepersonalitystructureaswellasthepsycholo-
gicalorbiologicalpropensityforcrimearethesubjectmatterofstudies
dealingwiththeoriesofpersonality.

Certainauthorsstressthatindividualdifferences,whichareesta-
blishedearlyinlife,willmakesomechildrenmorelikelythanothersto
commitdelinquentactsastheygrowolder14).Yarvis(1991)developed
atableofrelevantintrinsicfactorswhichcanbeusefulfortheanalysis
ofallcriminalactswiththeelementofviolence.Someofthosefactors
areasfollows:

a)theabilitytofindone’splaceinasocietyinaccordancewith
theprevailingsystemofvalues;

b)theskilltoexertself-controlindangeroussituations;
c)thecapacitytodifferentiatebetweentheimaginaryandthe

reality;
d)theabilitytocomprehendtheconsequencesassociatedwith

aparticulardecisionatthetimewhenthatdecisionismade;
e)thecapacitytopreservepersonalintegrityandstability15).

Theanalysisofpersonalityrelatedcauseofjuveniledelinquency
isasensitiveandcomplexarea.Themotivesforcommittingcrimevary
amongyoungpeople.Somechildrenengageinminordelinquentacts
forexcitement,adventure,orotheremotionscommonamongchildren.
Forthesechildrenminordelinquencyincidentsarepartoftheirgames
and itneverevolves further intomoresignificantor severeviolence,
namelyastheyage,childrengrowoutofthiskindofbehavior.Onthe
otherhand,forsomechildoffenders,earlystatusoffencesanddelinqu-
encyaresteppingstonesinapathwaytoserious,violent,andchronic
offending,particularlywhenthestatusoffencesfirstappearatayoung
age.

1.1 Mi nors in Cri mi nal and Le gal De fi ni ti ons
In theoryand inpractical researchof juvenilecrime, thereare

different definitions of this phenomenon, but also there are different
legaldefinitionsof theage limitdetermining theageofaminor.Le-
gal framework andpractice, dependingon the agegroupperpetrator

14) LacourseEric,etal.,‘’DevelopmentalTrajectoriesofBoys’DelinquentGroupMembership
andFacilitationofViolentBehaviorDuringAdolescence’’,De ve lop ment and Psycho pat ho-
logy, 15,2003.стр.190

15) Видети:YarvisRichardM,Ho mi ci de: Ca u sa ti ve Fac tors and Ro ots, NewYork,Lexington
Books,1991.



СПМ број 4/2014, година XXI, свеска 46. стр. 199-214.

204

belongstoandtypeofcriminalactcommitted,recognizeandclearly
differentiatebetweendifferenttypesandintensityofpunishment.

Asfordifferentdefinitionsofperpetrators’age,childdelinquents
arenotnecessarilylegallydefinedinthesamewayacrossstatesinthe
UnitedStates16).Forexample,ageofcriminalresponsibilityforchild
delinquency(atyear1997)showsthatthiswasis6yearsinNorthCa-
rolina,age7yearsinMarylandorage10yearsinthestateofArkanzas..
InCanada,aminimumisageof12yearsandinEnglandtheminimum
age is10years. InGermanyand in Japan it is14years,15years in
Scandinaviancountries,16yearsinSpainand18yearsinBelgium17). 
InSerbiathelaw18)definesseveralagelimits,namely:a)aminor/ju-
venileshallbeapersonwhowas14yearsofageatthetimewhenthe
crimewascommittedandhasnotturned18yearsofage;b)younger
minor/juvenileshallbeapersonwhowas14yearsofageatthetime
whenthecrimewascommittedandhasnotturned16yearsofage;and
c)olderminor/juvenileshallbeapersonwhowas16yearsofageat
thetimewhenthecrimewascommittedandhasnotturned18yearsof
age.Subjecttothisageclassificationofminors,adequatepunishments
havebeendefined.Minorsandyoungerminorscanbesentencedtocor-
rectionalordersandcorrectionalsentences,whileolderminorsmaybe
sentencedtojuveniledetentionbutonlyinspecialcases.Correctional
measures,amongother includecourtwarning,measuresof increased
supervision(bythefamily,caretaker)and/ordetentionatanadequate
correctional institution.Thismakes it impossible topunishany juve-
nilewithaprisonsentencewhileanolderminormaybesentencedto
juveniledetentionfacilityforcommittingmoreseriouscrimes.These
legalprovisionsdonotapplytoapersonwhohasnotturned14years
of ageat the timewhen thecrimewascommitted.Suchpersonsare
called“children”andtheyarenotactiveentitiesofthecriminaljustice.
Thesepersonsarenotsubjecttocriminaljusticelaw,butaresubjectto
provisionsinotherlegalareas(forexample,FamilyLaw,TheLawon
SocialWelfare).

Thewaythelawseesjuveniledelinquencyisasourceofnume-
roustheoreticalandpracticaldebates.Themajorissueinthedebatesis
whetherlegalinterventionasadministeredbythejuvenilejusticesys-
temisaneffectivewaytocontroljuveniledelinquencyandtopromote

16) Видети:SnyderHowardN andSickmundMelissa,Ju ve ni le Of fen ders and Vic tims: 1999 
Na ti o nal Re port,Washington,DC:U.S.DepartmentofJustice,OfficeofJuvenileandJustice
andDelinquencyPrevention,1999.

17) Видети:RutterMichaeletal ,An ti so cial Be ha vi or by young pe o ple,Chap.3.Cambridge:
CUP,1998.

18) TheLawonUnderageOffendersandLegalProtectionofMinors.OfficialGazetteoftheRe-
publicofSerbia,No.85/2005
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legitimatesocialopportunitiesforreform.Incertainstateswithinthe
courtsystemtherearejuvenilecourtsandcourtsforadults.Inthecrimi-
naljusticesystemoftheRepublicofSerbiatherearespecialunitsofju-
venilecriminaljusticesystem:specialpublicprosecutorforminorsand
specialjudgeforminorsorchambersforminorswiththeDistrictCourt.

2. OB JEC TI VES AND MET HO DO LOGY

Overthepastyearsmanypapersonjuvenilecrimeandpeervio-
lencehavebeenpublishedintheRepublicofSerbia.Stevanović(2012),
Kovačević(2012a),Kovačević(2012b),BanovićandJoksić(2011)re-
searchedthelegalaspect,inparticularthecharacterandtheimportance
ofpunishmentsjuveniledelinquentsweresentencedto.Peerviolence
isontherisenotonlyinSerbiaandintheBalkans,butinEuropeand
beyond(RadnovićandRadović,2013).Inthemodernworld,characte-
rizedbyawideandpermanentuseofandaddictiontonewinformation
technologies,peerviolenceoccursinthesocalledvirtualsphere.Inthis
casewearespeakingabouttheelectronicviolencephenomenon–aspe-
cificformofpeerviolencebroughtonbythedevelopmentofinforma-
tiontechnologies.Theresearchintotheproblemofpeerviolencewhich
isimportantfortheanalysisandthemonitoringofthedevelopmentof
juvenile delinquency,was the subjectmatter of papers published by
GojkovićandVukičević(2011),Popović(2010).Atarecentconference
onpeerviolence,heldinLaktaši,inBosniaandHerzegovina,apaper
bythreeauthors,namelyĐurđević,BoškovićandSenićwaspresented.
Thispaperanalysesthecharacter,numberandvarietyofdifferentcri-
minaloffencescommittedbyminorsintheperiodbetween2006and
2009intheRepublicofSerbia.

Theaimofthispaperistoofferanupdatedandmorecomprehen-
siveinsightofthisprobleminourcountrybetween2010and2012,by
analyzingthedataonthenumberandtypeofcriminaloffencescom-
mittedbyminors.TheofficialdataoftheMinistryofInternalAffairs
oftheRepublicofSerbia(MoI)concerningrecordedcriminaloffences
committedbyjuvenileswillbeusedfortheanalysisofjuveniledelin-
quency.Thepurposeofthispaperistoofferananalysisofthedataon
criminaloffencescommittedbyjuveniledelinquentsintheRepublicof
Serbiaintheperiodbetween2010and2012andtocomparethisdata
withthedatapertainingtothenumberofcriminaloffencescommitted
byadultperpetrators.Inaddition,thispaperwillgiveabriefoverview
ofjuveniledelinquencysituationindifferentcitiesandtownsthroug-
houttheRepublicofSerbia,soastoanalyzethissecurityissuebydif-
ferentregionsinourcountry.Thepresenteddatawillbeelaboratedand
themainobjectiveistoexplainwhatisthecurrentsituationregarding
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juveniledelinquencyandtoprovideareferencepointforfuturetheore-
ticalandpracticalresearchesanddiscussions.

3. JU VE NI LE DE LIN QU ENCY IN THE RE PU BLIC OF 
SER BIA IN THE PE RIOD BET WE EN 2010 AND 2012

IntheirpaperdealingwithjuveniledelinquencyintheRepublic
ofSerbia,authorsĐurđević,BoškovićandSenić(2013),analyzeddata
onthenumberofcriminaloffencescommittedbyjuvenilesandadults
intheperiodbetween2006and2009.Theresultsoftheirstudyindica-
tedthefollowing:

(1)Thenumberofcrimescommittedbychildrenintheperiod
between2006and2009didnotvarymuchandwasbetween
9.87%and9.14%ofthetotalnumberofcriminaloffences
committed.

(2)Regardingthetypeofcriminaloffencescommittedbychil-
drentheymostlyconcernoffencesagainstpro perty, pu blic 
or der, li fe and ca u sing bo dily harm;

(3)As for the criminal offences concerning offences against
life andcausingbodilyharm,childrenhavemostlycom-
mittedoffencessuchasoc ca si o ning light bo dily harm or 
gri e vo us bo dily harm and par ti ci pa tion in a brawl19).

Asthepurposeofthispaperistoanalyzethenumberandstruc-
tureaswellastheregionalcharacterofjuveniledelinquencyintheRe-
publicofSerbiaintheperiodbetween2010and2012,whileatthesame
timetakingintoconsiderationtheabovestatedstudyanditsanalysis,in
thispartofthepaperstatisticaldatareceivedfromtheMoIwillbepre-
sentedfollowedbytheresultingobservationsandconclusions.

Asthefirststep,weanalyzedthetotalnumberofcommittedcri-
minaloffencesofgeneralcriminalnatureandthenumberofjuveniles
whocommittedcriminaloffencesofgeneralcriminalnatureforthepe-
riodbetween2010and2012totheentireterritoryoftheRepublicof
Serbiaaswellasforcertaincitiesbelongingtodifferentregionswithin
ourcountry.Thedataon the totalnumberofcommittedcriminalof-
fencesandjuveniledelinquentsaswellasthedataoncertaintypesof
criminal offences committedby juveniles, hasbeen analyzed for the
followingcities:Belgrade(capitalcityoftheRepublicofSerbia),No-
viSadandZrenjanin(citieslocatedintheNorthpartofthecountry),

19) Ширевидети:ĐurđevićZoran,BoškovićGoranandSenić,D,‘’CharacteristicsofCriminal
OffencesCommittedbyChildrenandJuvenilesInvolvingElementsofViolence’’,Col lec tion 
of Pa pers – Pe er Vi o len ce,Laktaši,2013.
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Kragujevac(centralpartofSerbia),Zaječar(EastpartofSerbia),Niš
(SouthpartofSerbia)andUžice(WestpartofSerbia).Criminaloffen-
cesofgeneralcriminalnatureincludeamongother,manslaughter,mur-
der,offencesoccasioning lightbodilyharmorgrievousbodilyharm,
robbery,rape,domesticviolence,drugoffences.Thosedatainindicate
that the shareof juveniles expressed inpercentages is as follows: a)
5.12%in2010;b)4.99%in2011;andc)4.61in2012,oftotalnumber
ofcommittedcriminaloffencesofgeneralcriminalnature,making it
4.9%on the average.Thispercentageof juveniles asperpetratorsof
the total number of criminal offences of general criminal nature has
droppedalmostbyhalfwhencomparedtotheperiodbetween2006and
2009whenitwasbetween9.87%and9.14%20).Forthepastthreeyears
theshareofjuveniledelinquentsasperpetratorsinthetotalnumberof
criminaloffenceshasbeendecreasingsteadily.Thistrendreflectsthe
situationnotonlyonthewholeterritoryofourcountrybutalsoincities
andtownswhichhavebeenselectedforanalysis(withminorvariations
ineachcityortown,thenumberofjuveniledelinquentsiscertainlylo-
werin2012thanitwasin2010and2011).

Thestructureofjuvenileswhohavecommittedcriminaloffences
ofgeneralcriminalnatureinourcountryfortheperiodbetween2010
and2012wasdoneaccordingtolegalclassificationwhichgroupsjuve-
niledelinquentsintoolderminors/juveniles,youngerminors/juveniles
andchildren.Thedownturn in thenumberof juveniledelinquents is
most certainly reflectedwhen juveniledelinquents are classified into
thepreviouslymentionedthreeagegroups.Thedataindicatesthatolder
juvenilesconstitutethehighestpercentageinthestructureofjuvenile
delinquents(55%-59.76%),whilethenumberofchildreni.e.persons
youngerthan14yearsofageisconsiderablylower,butisnotnegligible
intermsofsociological,psychologicalandsecurityanalysis(thisper-
centageisbetween12%and8.97%).Thepercentageofolderjuveni-
leswhohavecommittedcriminaloffenceswhencomparedtothetotal
numberof criminaloffencescommittedby juvenileswason the rise
overtheperiodbetween2010and2012,whilethepercentageofcrimes
committedbyyoungerjuvenilesandchildren,variedslightly.Itshould
alsobenotedthatthenumberofchildrenwhohavecommittedcriminal
offencesin2011and2012islowerthanin2010.

Regardingconcretecriminaloffences,juveniledelinquentshave
a tendencytocommit thefollowingcriminaloffences: theftandrob-
bery;causinggrievousbodilyharm;causingminorbodyinjury;drug
relatedoffences.Theaveragenumberofpreviouslymentionedcriminal
actsforperiodyear2010-2012atSerbiaare:theftandrobbery4.461;

20) Juveniledelinquencyintheperiodbetween2006and2009wasanalyzedinapaperpresented
byĐurđević,BoškovićandSenić,2013.
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causinggrievousbodilyharm346;drugrelatedoffences305;murder
andmanslaughter20anddomesticviolence61.

Criminaloffencesmostfrequentlycommittedbyjuvenileswere
theftandrobbery,followedbyoffencessuchascausinggrievousbodily
harmorcausingminorbodyinjury.Thenumberofjuvenileperpetra-
torswhocommitteddrugrelatedoffencesislowerwhencomparedto
twopreviouscriminaloffences,butinviewofthefacthowseriousand
gravedrugrelatedoffencesare,thisdatashouldnotbeneglected,par-
ticularlyinBelgradeandinNoviSadwhicharetwocitieswherethe
incidenceofdrugrelatedcriminaloffencesishigherthanelsewhere.

Thenumberof juveniledelinquents, in termsof all three ana-
lyzed criminal offences (theft and robbery; causing grievous bodily
harm;drugrelatedoffences)ishighestinBelgrade(thelargestcityin
theRepublicofSerbia),followedbyNoviSad.Accordingtothenum-
berofjuveniledelinquents,townsofZrenjaninandNišaremoreorless
thesame,whiletownsinCentral,EastandWestSerbiahavethelowest
numberofjuveniledelinquents.Thisdatadoesnotautomaticallymean
thatthenumberofjuveniledelinquentsinthesepartsofSerbiaisneces-
sarilylower,butratherthatthesearethetownswithsmallerpopulation
whichdoesimpacttheoverallpictureofjuveniledelinquency.

Whencomparedtothepreviouslymentionedcriminaloffences,
thenumberofjuvenileperpetratorsofcriminaloffencessuchasdome-
sticviolenceandmurderisconsiderablylower,butduetotheserious
natureofthesetwotypesofcriminaloffencesaswellasthefactthat
juvenilestendtocommittdomesticviolencerelatedcrimes,wethinkit
wouldbeimportanttoincludethisdatainthepresentpaper.

We have alreadymentioned that the number of juvenileswho
havecommittedcriminaloffencesofmurderanddomesticviolenceis
far lowerwhencompared toother typesofcriminaloffencesprevio-
uslyanalyzed.However,theveryfactthatacertainnumberofjuvenile
delinquentshavedecidedtocommitmurderordomesticviolenceaga-
inst their familymembers, speaksvolumesofhow important this is.
Violenceperpetratedagainstclosefamilymembersmayinmanycases
beasteppingstonetocommittingothercrimesandexibitingagression
againstotherpeople.

Incomparisontothetotalnumberofcriminaloffencesaswell
as certain criminal offences thatwere committedmainlyby juvenile
offenders, the number ofmurders andmanslaughters is significantly
lower.However,wewillcomparedataonthenumberofmurdersand
manslaughters committed by juvenileswith the total number of the-
secriminaloffencesthatwerecommitted,whichwillenableustosee
whatisthepercentageofjuveniledelinquentswhocommittheseserio-
ustypesofcriminaloffences.
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Theanalysisofthesedataindicatesthatthenumberofcriminal
offences committedby juveniledelinquents as compared to the total
numberofcommittedcriminaloffencessuchasmurderandmanslaug-
htercanbeexpressedinfollowingpercentages:

a)Outofthetotalnumberofmurdersandmanslaughterscom-
mittedin2010,20%werecommittedbyjuvenileoffenders.

b)Outofthetotalnumberofmurdersandmanslaughterscom-
mittedin2011,14%werecommittedbyjuvenileoffenders.

c)Outofthetotalnumberofmurdersandmanslaughtercom-
mittedin2012,11%werecommittedbyjuvenileoffenders.

Thenumberofjuveniledelinquentswhohavecommittedserious
criminaloffencessuchasmurderandmanslaughterisdecreasingbut
thefigurethathoversaround15%givescauseforconcern.Theseob-
servationsindicatethatcertainphenomenaanddatacannotbeviewed
inavacuum,withouttakingintoconsiderationothersecurityissuesand
withoutmakingamorecomprehensiveanalysisofthedata.

Violenceatsportingevents,particularlyatsoccergames,conti-
nuestoplagueallEuropeancountries.Thistypeofviolencecomesin
manyshapesand there isan increasing tendency for thisviolence to
haveaspillovereffectandtospreadbeyondthesoccerstadiumand
intourbanareas.Ourcountrytoohasnotbeensparedfromthisugly
phenomenon.RepublicofSerbiahaseveryreasonnotonlytobecon-
cernedbutalsoterrifiedbytheamountofviolenceatsportingeventsor
sportingeventsrelatedviolenceinthepasttenyearsthathasclaimed
nineyounglives,thusrankingSerbiathefirstcountryinEurope.Be-
aringinmindthefactthatviolenceatsportingeventsisapermanent
andserioussecurityrisktoSerbia,wehaveanalyzedthedataonyoung
personswhohaveengagedinviolentbehavioratsportingeventsand
committingothercriminaloffenceslinkedtosportingevents.

Sports related criminal offences (at sporting events, including
differentsportscompetitions)havebeendefinedbytheCriminalCode
oftheRepublicofSerbia(Article344/a)andbytheLawonthePreven-
tionofViolenceandInappropriateBehavioratSportingEvents(Article
20). Some of the criminal offences defined by the abovementioned
CodeandLawincludeunauthorizedentryintothesportsstadiumand
instigationofviolence,physicallyassaultingtheparticipantsofaspor-
tingevent,bringingpyrotechnics tosportingevents,causingdamage
tosports facilitiesorequipment(hereinafter referred toasacriminal
offence:sports re la ted vi o len ce).Intheperiodbetween2010and2012
atotalof1,117criminaloffencesdefinedbytheCriminalCodeandthe
LawonthePreventionofViolenceandInappropriateBehavioratSpor-
tingEventshavebeencommittedintheRepublicofSerbia.Thetotal
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numberofperpetratorsofthesecriminaloffencesis1,840outofwhich
211arejuveniles.Thisdataindicatesthatthepercentageofjuveniles
whohavecommittedcriminaloffenceofsportsrelatedviolenceisas
follows:9.93%in2010,16,05%in2011,and10,25%in2012.Unlike
thedecreaseinthenumberofjuvenilesandcriminaloffencescommit-
tedwhichwasshownpreviouslyinthispaper,theincidenceofsports
relatedviolenceandassociatedcrimeshasbeensteadilyontherisein
thepastthreeyears.

Theshareofjuvenileoffendersinthetotalnumberofoffenders
wasat6.02%in2010,6.89%in2011and12.84%in2012.

4. CON CLU SION FOR FURT HER 
RESEARCH AND DI SCUS SION 

Regardlessofthenumberoragestructureofjuvenileswhoha-
vecommittedcriminaloffences,juveniledelinquencyisnotonlyase-
curitybutalsoasocial,psychologicalandeducationalproblemanda
challengeeachcountryanditssocietyfaces.Bearinginmindthefact
that juvenilesandchildrenperpetratedifferentcriminaloffences, this
phenomenonisasolidindicatorofthestructure,dynamicsandvalues
sharedinthefamily,localcommunityandasocietyasawholeinone
particularcountry.Therepressionorsanctioningof juveniledelinqu-
entsisanecessarymeasure,butitseducationalpotentialandpreven-
tionareequallyimportant.Bypromotingsociallyandlegallyaccepted
values andhuman rights, by strengthening local communities, social
servicesandeducation institutionsaswellasbyextending increased
assistanceandsupporttofamilies,itispossibletomakeadifferenceas
theseelementsconstitutethebasicstepsinpreemptingbadhabitsfrom
takingroot,preventingtheadoptionofflawedvaluesandthedestruc-
tionofjuvenile’spersonalityaswellascounteractingtheirviolentand
criminalbehavior.

Thispaperanalyzesdifferentdatapertainingtojuveniledelinqu-
encyintheRepublicofSerbiaintheperiodbetween2010and2012.
Ouranalysisandcomparisonspartiallyrelyonthestudybythegroup
ofauthors,namelyĐurđević,BoškovićandSenić(2013)whoanalyzed
juvenile delinquency inour country in theperiodbetween2006 and
2009.

Followingtheanalysisofthepresenteddatawehavecometothe
followingconclusionsandresults:

a)When compared to the period between 2006 and 2009, the
percentageof juveniledelinquentsperpetratingcriminaloffenceshas
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droppedalmostbyhalfintheperiodbetween2010and2012,whilein
2012thenumberofjuveniledelinquentsdecreased.

b)Similarlytotheperiodbetween2006and2009,intheperiod
between2010and2012(theperiodwhichwasthesubjectofouranaly-
sis) juvenile delinquentsmostly committed offences such as causing
grievousbodilyharm,inflictingminorbodyinjury,theftandrobbery.

c)Whenanalyzedfromtheaspectofagestructureofjuveniles
(asdefinedbythelaw),itwouldbesafetosaythatthehighestpercent
ofdelinquentsareolderminors/juveniles(55%-59.76%);

d)Inthepastthreeyearsjuveniledelinquentsperpetrateddrug
related criminal offences, but alsomurders,manslaughters, domestic
violenceandsportsrelatedviolence;

e)Asfortheanalysisbyregionsofourcountry,thehighestnum-
berofjuveniledelinquentshasbeenregisteredinBelgrade,ourcapital
city,followedbyothercitiesintheNorthandSouthofourcountry;

f)Whenviewedasanindividualtypeofcriminalbehavior,the
numberofmurderscommittedbyjuvenilesisbyfarlowerthanother
criminal offences committed by delinquents; however,when compa-
ringthenumberofmurderscommittedbyjuvenileswiththetotalnum-
berof committedmurders,wecan say that in theoverallnumberof
committedmurders,thosecommittedbyjuvenilearenotinsignificant;

g)The juveniledelinquency ison therise in respectofcrimes
suchassportsrelatedviolence.Inviewofthefactthatthistypeofcri-
minaloffenceisontheriseinourcountryingeneral,specialattention
shouldbeattachedtothis.

Inlightofthefactthatjuvenileoffendersaresentencedtoprison
sentencesinjuvenilecorrectionalfacilitiesonlyiftheyhavecommitted
seriouscrimessuchasmurderormanslaughter,wemustaskourselves
whether the existing criminal and legal sanctionshavebeen adequa-
telydefined,dotheyhavesufficientpreemptivecapacity,correctional
andeducationaleffect.Allofthesequestionsrequirefurtherstudyand
analysis,butat thesametimewehope that thepresenteddatamight
serveasabasisandencouragementforfurtherengagementanddiscus-
sionsofexperts.
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МАЛОЛЕТНИЧКАДЕЛИКВЕНЦИЈА 
УРЕПУБЛИЦИСРБИЈИ: 

ТРЕНДОВИИИНДИКАТОРИ

Резиме
Разновсрностибројпочињенихделаизобластималолетнич-

кеделиквенцијенисуодразсамотренутногбезбедносногисоцио-
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патолошкогстањаудруштву,већмогупослужитиикаоиндикатор
ближе или даље будућности овог (млађег) дела једне заједнице.
Маданепријатно, стављањепојмовадецаикриминалуистуре-
ченицу,малолетничкаделиквенцијаипакјеједаноднајвећихпро-
блемаумногимземљама.Утеоријиипрактичномистраживању
малолетничке деликвенције, постоје различите дефиниције како
овогфеномена,такоиправногоквирастаросноглимитакојимсе
детерминишумлади.УСрбији,законскисепрепознају4групема-
лолетнихлица,узависностиодстароснедобиита,условноречено
подела,поштованајеиуовомРаду,усмислуанализепочињених
криминалнихакатамалолетникаразличитогузраста.ЦиљовогРа-
дабиоједапружиразновсрнеподаткеобројуиврстипочињених
делаизобластималолетничкеделиквенције,аимајућиувидудаје
сличноистраживањеспроведеноодстранегрупедомаћихаутораи
тозапериод2006-2006.година;утомсмислу,овајРадпружаиана-
лизираподаткезапериод2010-2012.година.Свиподациоврстии
бројупочињенихделамалолетничкеделиквенциједобијенисуод
странеМинистарстваунутрашњихпословаРепубликеСрбије.У
Радујеизвршенаанализанаведеневрстеподатакаињиховопоре-
ђењесаподацимаобјављенимунаучномрадугрупеаутора,акоји
сеодносезапериод2009-2012.година.Анализаипоређењепода-
такадовелисудонеколикозакључака,измеђуосталихидајеброј
почињенихкриминалнихакатаодстранемалолетниказначајније
опаоуанализираномпериодууодносунапериод2006-2009.годи-
на,каоидасуактикојемалолетницичинеунајвећембројунано-
шењетелеснихповреда,пљачкеиделаизобластипоседовањаили
продајенаркотика.Анализеподатака,поређењаиизнетизакључци
ималисузациљнесамодапружеувидустањеитрендовеуобла-
стималолетничкеделиквенције,већидабудуреферентнаоснова
забудућаистраживањаидискусијеоовојпроблематици.
Кључнеречи:малолетници;деликвенција;криминал;трендови;Србија
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