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Са­же­так
Ма­ло­лет­нич­ка де­ли­квен­ци­ја део је оп­штег кри­ми­на­ли­те­та у 

дру­штву, али по ка­рак­те­ри­сти­ка­ма и по­сле­ди­ца­ма, та­ко­ђе је и сво
јев­ср­тан фе­но­мен. Циљ овог Ра­да је­сте да пру­жи ак­ту­е­лан и све
о­бу­хва­тан по­глед на ма­ло­лет­нич­ку де­ли­квен­ци­ју у Ср­би­ји, у пе
ри­о­ду од 2010. до 2012. го­ди­не, а ана­ли­зи­ра­ју­ћи по­дат­ке о бро­ју и 
вр­сти по­чи­ње­них кри­ми­нал­них ака­та од стра­не ма­ло­лет­них ли­ца. 
Зва­нич­ни по­да­ци Ми­ни­стар­ства уну­тра­шњих по­сло­ва Ре­пу­бли­ке 
Ср­би­је са­др­же ре­ги­стро­ва­не пре­сту­пе и кри­вич­на де­ла по­чи­ње­на 
од стра­не ма­ло­лет­ни­ка и би­ће ко­ри­шће­ни у овом Ра­ду. Основ­ни 
циљ Ра­да је­сте да об­ја­сни тре­нут­но ста­ње у обла­сти ма­ло­лет­нич­ке 
де­ли­квен­ци­је и да пру­жи ре­фе­рент­ну по­ла­зну осно­ву за да­ља ис
тра­жи­ва­ња и ди­ску­си­је.
Кључ­не ре­чи: ма­ло­лет­ни­ци; де­ли­квен­ци­ја; кри­ми­нал; трен­до­ви; Ср­би­ја

1. PHENOMENOLOGY OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

Cri­me, not only as an il­le­gal but al­so as a dan­ge­ro­us hu­man ac­ti
vity and phe­no­me­non pro­bably da­tes back to the be­gin­nings of hu­man 
so­ci­ety. Ever sin­ce the pre­hi­sto­ric com­mu­ni­ti­es all the way to the mo
dern day so­ci­ety, the­re we­re al­ways in­di­vi­du­als or gro­ups who stri­ved 
to ac­hi­e­ve the­ir go­als in so­ci­ally or le­gally unac­cep­ta­ble ways. In ad
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di­tion to tho­se who con­sci­o­usly bre­ak so­cial and le­gal norms, cri­mi­nal 
acts we­re al­so and still are per­pe­tra­ted by tho­se in­di­vi­du­als who are 
una­wa­re of the exi­sting norms of con­duct i.e. who­se in­tel­lec­tual and 
men­tal ca­pa­ci­ti­es pre­vent them from com­pre­hen­ding the­ir en­vi­ron­ment 
and ac­cep­ting the ru­les that we­re laid down in or­der to fa­ci­li­ta­te the 
de­ve­lop­ment and sur­vi­val of that par­ti­cu­lar com­mu­nity. This ma­kes a 
cri­mi­nal act eit­her an in­ten­ti­o­nal and con­sci­o­us or unin­ten­ti­o­nal and 
un­con­sci­o­us, but in both ca­ses a de­tri­men­tal act per­pe­tra­ted by an in
di­vi­dual. Inap­pro­pri­a­te, ina­de­qu­a­te and dan­ge­ro­us be­ha­vi­or has been 
an in­te­gral part of hu­man so­ci­ety sin­ce ti­me im­me­mo­rial whi­le cer­tain 
ag­gres­si­ve acts we­re sur­vi­val mo­ti­va­ted and aimed at pro­vi­ding pro
tec­tion aga­inst un­fa­mi­li­ar and dis­tur­bing events and cre­a­tu­res from the 
na­tu­re1) . Cri­mi­na­lity, as a set of dif­fe­rent so­ci­ally un­de­si­ra­ble be­ha­vi­ors 
which we­re outla­wed pri­ma­rily by cri­mi­nal co­des and laws, ta­kes its 
for­mal sha­pe with the esta­blis­hment of the sta­te and the ru­le of law. In 
ma­jo­rity of ca­ses vi­o­len­ce ac­com­pa­ni­es cri­me and is the re­sult of in­ter
ac­tion bet­we­en a lar­ge num­ber of exo­ge­no­us and en­do­ge­no­us fac­tors 
who­se in­ter­con­nec­ted­ness at dif­fe­rent le­vels is con­du­ci­ve to so­me­o­ne 
be­ing vi­o­lent or so­me­o­ne suf­fe­ring vi­o­len­ce2). 

The­re are many ca­u­ses of cri­mi­nal be­ha­vi­or and they co­me in 
dif­fe­rent sha­pes and si­zes. The­ir trig­gers, as well as the­ir dis­play, de
ve­lo­ped to­get­her with the so­ci­ety as did the pro­blems with which gro
ups and in­di­vi­du­als we­re fa­ced. In that re­spect, ju­ve­ni­le cri­me is of 
par­ti­cu­lar im­por­tan­ce when con­si­de­ring the sta­bi­lity and pro­spects of 
a com­mu­nity or a co­un­try. Studying the ca­u­ses, mo­ti­ves and forms of 
ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency is aimed not only at un­co­ve­ring and san­cti­o­ning 
the­se cri­mi­nal acts, but al­so at pre­ven­ting such acts from oc­cur­ring in 
the fu­tu­re, de­ve­lo­ping so­cial pre­emp­ti­ve me­a­su­res and fin­ding the best 
forms and met­hods of so­cial ac­tion3).

Ju­ve­ni­le cri­me is part of ove­rall cri­me in a so­ci­ety, but due to the 
cha­rac­te­ri­stics as­so­ci­a­ted with its per­pe­tra­tors, it is al­so a phe­no­me­non 
which re­qu­i­res me­ti­cu­lo­us se­cu­rity, so­cial, psycho­lo­gi­cal and pe­da­go
gi­cal at­ten­tion and scru­tiny. Tra­its, num­ber and di­ver­sity of ju­ve­ni­le 
cri­me are not only a re­flec­tion of the cur­rent se­cu­rity and so­cio-pat­ho
lo­gi­cal sta­te the so­ci­ety is in, but it can al­so ser­ve as an in­di­ca­tor of im
me­di­a­te and mo­re dis­tant fu­tu­re of that par­ti­cu­lar so­ci­ety. Alt­ho­ugh it is 
un­ple­a­sant to ex­press the terms child and cri­me to­get­her, ju­ve­ni­le de­lin

1)	 Ви­де­ти: Đor­đe­vić, Ivi­ca, Security Architecture in the Globalization Environment. Fa­culty for 
Se­cu­rity Stu­di­es and PE Of­fi­cial Gaz­zet­te, Bel­gra­de, 2007.

2)	 Ви­де­ти: Đur­dje­vic Zo­ran and Ra­do­vic Ne­nad, ‘’De­ter­mi­nants and Trends in Ju­ve­ni­le Vi­o­len
ce’’, Kultura polisa 1, No­vi Sad, 2012.

3)	 Ви­де­ти: Lju­bi­čić Stan­ko, ‘’Ju­ve­ni­le Cri­me’’, Kultura polisa 8-9-10, No­vi Sad, 2008
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qu­ency is still one of the ma­jor pro­blems in many co­un­tri­es4). The fact 
that in the USA alo­ne 27,000 mur­ders we­re com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­les5) in 
the pe­riod bet­we­en 1980 and 1997, spe­aks vo­lu­mes of how se­ri­o­us and 
wi­de­spre­ad this phe­no­me­non is not only glo­bally, but wit­hin one sin­gle 
co­un­try. Ju­ve­ni­le cri­me is con­stantly on the ri­se in the Re­pu­blic of Ser
bia and this trend star­ted to emer­ge in 19736).

The­re are dif­fe­rent the­o­re­ti­cal, sci­en­ti­fi­cally pro­ven and in­suf
fi­ci­ently sub­stan­ti­a­ted vi­ews as to the ca­u­ses and mo­ti­ves of ju­ve­ni­le 
de­lin­qu­ency. Al­most all re­le­vant the­o­ri­es on the ca­u­ses of ju­ve­ni­le de
lin­qu­ency can be gro­u­ped in­to three ca­te­go­ri­es: a) the­o­ri­es of so­ci­ety, 
b) the­o­ri­es of fa­mily, and c) the­o­ri­es of per­so­na­lity. Se­ve­ral stu­di­es in
clu­de dif­fe­rent aspects of all of the­se the­o­ri­es which are un­der­stan­da­ble 
as the cri­me, in­clu­ding ju­ve­ni­le cri­me, is both a ca­u­se and con­se­qu­en­ce 
of dif­fe­rent fac­tors: so­cio-eco­no­mic and po­li­ti­cal si­tu­a­tion in a so­ci­ety, 
va­lu­es held in high re­gard in such so­ci­ety, im­me­di­a­te en­vi­ron­ment and 
fa­mily, whi­le per­so­na­lity tra­its al­so play an im­por­tant part in ex­hi­bi­ting 
cri­mi­nal be­ha­vi­or. This is the re­a­son why a com­pre­hen­si­ve know­led­ge 
on and un­der­stan­ding of dif­fe­rent aspects of a so­ci­ety and mic­ro-en­vi
ron­ment com­bi­ned with in­ter­per­so­nal fac­tors, is the best way to pre
empt ju­ve­ni­le cri­me. 

So­me aut­hors see the ca­u­se for the in­cre­a­se in cri­mi­nal be­ha­vi
or, in­clu­ding ju­ve­ni­le cri­me, in sig­ni­fi­cant so­cio-po­li­ti­cal events and 
chan­ges which of­ten­ti­mes spill over ac­ross the bor­ders of one co­un­try 
and in­to ot­her co­un­tri­es. Fol­lo­wing the end of the Cold War, Euro­pe 
was fa­ced with con­si­de­ra­ble geo-po­li­ti­cal and eco­no­mic chan­ges and 
chal­len­ges whi­le the pa­ce of mo­der­ni­za­tion was ra­pidly ac­ce­le­ra­ting, 
re­sul­ting in in­ten­si­fied fe­e­ling of pu­blic in­se­cu­rity7). Many aut­hors see 
the shifts in eco­no­mic and po­li­ti­cal systems as well as pri­va­ti­za­tion and 
tran­si­tion pro­ces­ses as the main ca­u­ses of dec­re­a­se in the qu­a­lity of li­fe 
which furt­her le­ads to dis­sa­tis­fac­tion, fru­stra­tion and vi­o­len­ce8). One of 
the ca­u­ses for the di­scon­tent of young pe­o­ple and con­se­qu­ently ju­ve­ni­le 
cri­me, can be fo­und in dis­tor­ted so­cial, fa­mily and per­so­nal va­lu­es and 
war­ped per­cep­tion of li­fe qu­a­lity. One of the ap­pro­ac­hes adop­ted by 

4)	 Ozen Sa­kir et al, ‘’Ju­ve­ni­le De­li­qu­ency in a De­ve­lo­ping Co­un­try: A Pro­vin­ce Exam­ple in Tur
key’’, International Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 28, 2005. стр. 431

5)	 Lo­e­ber Ralf and Far­ring­ton Da­vid P, 2000, ‘’Young Chil­dren Who Com­mit Cri­me: Epi­de­mi
o­logy, De­ve­lop­men­tal Ori­gins, Risk Fac­tors, Early In­ter­ven­ti­ons, and Po­licy Im­pli­ca­ti­ons’’, 
Development and Psychopathology 12, 2002. стр. 739

6)	 Ши­ре ви­де­ти: Ni­ko­lov­ski Mar­jan, ‘’Cri­mes Com­mit­ted by Ju­ve­ni­le Of­fen­ders in Gro­ups’’, 
Collection of Papers – Peer Violence, Lak­ta­ši, 2013.

7)	 Bo­ehnke Kla­us and Bergs-Win­kels Dag­mar, ‘’Ju­ve­ni­le De­li­qu­ency un­der Con­di­ti­ons of Ra­pid 
So­cial Chan­ge’’, Sociological Forum, Vol. 17, No. 1, 2002. стр. 60

8)	 Ши­ре ви­де­ти: Camp­bell, An­gus and Con­ver­se, Phi­lip E, The Human Meaning of Social 
Change, New York: Rus­sell Sa­ge, 1972.
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the gro­up of aut­hors advo­ca­ting the­o­ri­es of so­ci­ety is that ado­le­scents 
act out of sub­ter­ra­nean va­lu­es or im­pul­ses that are an ac­cep­ted part of 
a cul­tu­re, but no­net­he­less tend to be ob­scu­red and to a gre­a­ter or les­ser 
ex­tent con­trol­led in the ma­in­stre­am so­ci­ety9) . The cre­a­tor of this way 
of thin­king was Sut­her­land (1949) with his stu­di­es. Vi­o­len­ce is mo­re 
com­mon among gro­ups who­se sub­cul­tu­ral at­ti­tu­des, norms, and va­lu­es 
fa­vor ag­gres­si­ve so­lu­ti­ons to pro­blems10). So­me aut­hors pro­po­se that 
eco­no­mic ine­qu­a­lity, not sub­cul­tu­ral va­lu­es, was the ma­jor ca­u­se of 
vi­o­len­ce11). 

Anot­her ap­pro­ach, as­so­ci­a­ted with the the­o­ri­es of so­ci­ety, as a 
ca­u­se of de­lin­qu­ency as­su­mes the exi­sten­ce of op­po­si­ti­o­nal gro­ups in 
so­ci­ety and ge­ne­ral con­flicts bet­we­en adults and ado­le­scents12).

Re­gar­dless of the cha­rac­ter of so­cio-eco­no­mic and cul­tu­ral cir
cum­stan­ces in a so­ci­ety, the­re is no do­ubt that the most im­por­tant and 
in­flu­en­tial one among a num­ber of fac­tors (e.g. norms, be­ha­vi­o­ral pat
terns, scho­ols, the me­dia), is the fa­mily it­self . The struc­tu­re of the fa
mily is im­por­tant for both un­der­stan­ding and pre­ven­tion of ju­ve­ni­le 
de­lin­qu­ency. In ad­di­tion to the num­ber of fa­mily mem­bers, the­ir gen
der, edu­ca­tion and age struc­tu­re, fa­mily va­lu­es, pos­si­ble vi­o­lent be­ha
vi­or, the oc­cur­ren­ce of ju­ve­ni­le cri­me might be trig­ge­red by the low 
so­cio-eco­no­mic sta­tus, unem­ployment, po­or pa­ren­tal su­per­vi­sion, we­ak 
re­gu­la­tory ro­le of the fa­mily due to the we­ak­ness of the pu­blic re­gu­la
tory system13) and this is an exam­ple of the in­ter­pre­ta­tion of ca­u­ses in 
which fin­dings and vi­ew­po­ints of two dif­fe­rent gro­ups of the­o­ri­es are 
in­tert­wi­ned, in this ca­se – the­o­ri­es of fa­mily and the­o­ri­es of so­ci­ety. 
The mo­del of gro­wing up which in­vol­ves ina­de­qu­a­te pa­ren­tal gu­i­dan
ce, do­me­stic vi­o­len­ce, abu­se and ne­glect as risk fac­tors con­du­ci­ve to 
cri­mi­nal be­ha­vi­or, was de­ve­lo­ped by Pat­ter­son, De­Baryshe and Rem
sey (1989) among ot­hers. Child­hood ne­glect and abu­se are in­deed risk 
fac­tors which in­cre­a­se the pro­ba­bi­lity of vi­o­lent be­ha­vi­or in la­ter li­fe. 
The synergy of risk fac­tors that ori­gi­na­te in the fa­mily set­ting and im
me­di­a­te en­vi­ron­ment as well as the in­di­vi­dual’s per­so­na­lity struc­tu­re, 

9)	 Bo­ehnke Kla­us and Bergs-Win­kels Dag­mar, ‘’Ju­ve­ni­le De­li­qu­ency un­der Con­di­ti­ons of Ra­pid 
So­cial Chan­ge’’, Sociological Forum, Vol. 17, No. 1, 2002. стр. 64

10)	 Ви­де­ти: Wol­fgang Mar­vin E et al, The Subculture of Violence, Ta­vi­stock, 1967.

11)	 Blau JR and Blau Pe­ter M, ‘’The Cost of Ine­qu­a­lity: Me­tro­po­li­tan Struc­tu­re and Vi­o­lent Cri
me’’, American Sociological Review, 47, 1982. стр.120

12)	 Ши­ре ви­де­ти: Mead Mar­ga­ret, Culture and Commitment: A Study of Generation Gap. Gar
den City, NY: Na­tu­ral Hi­story Press, 1970.

13)	 Lynam Do­nald et al, ‘’The In­ter­ac­tion Bet­we­en Im­pul­si­vity and Ne­ig­hbor­hood Con­text On 
Of­fen­ding: The Ef­fects of Im­pul­si­vity Are Stron­ger in Po­o­rer Ne­ig­hbor­ho­ods’’, Journal of 
Abnormal Psychology, 109, 2000. стр. 569.
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hig­hlight the im­por­tan­ce in­ter­per­so­nal fac­tors ha­ve (per­so­na­lity tra­its) 
in ad­di­tion to the pre­vi­o­usly men­ti­o­ned dif­fe­rent ex­ter­nal fac­tors (so­ci
ety, fa­mily, cul­tu­re). The per­so­na­lity struc­tu­re as well as the psycho­lo
gi­cal or bi­o­lo­gi­cal pro­pen­sity for cri­me are the su­bject mat­ter of stu­di­es 
de­a­ling with the­o­ri­es of per­so­na­lity. 

Cer­tain aut­hors stress that in­di­vi­dual dif­fe­ren­ces, which are esta
blis­hed early in li­fe, will ma­ke so­me chil­dren mo­re li­kely than ot­hers to 
com­mit de­lin­qu­ent acts as they grow ol­der14). Yar­vis (1991) de­ve­lo­ped 
a ta­ble of re­le­vant in­trin­sic fac­tors which can be use­ful for the analysis 
of all cri­mi­nal acts with the ele­ment of vi­o­len­ce. So­me of tho­se fac­tors 
are as fol­lows:

a) the abi­lity to find one’s pla­ce in a so­ci­ety in ac­cor­dan­ce with 
the pre­va­i­ling system of va­lu­es;

b) the skill to exert self-con­trol in dan­ge­ro­us si­tu­a­ti­ons;
c) the ca­pa­city to dif­fe­ren­ti­a­te bet­we­en the ima­gi­nary and the 

re­a­lity;
d) the abi­lity to com­pre­hend the con­se­qu­en­ces as­so­ci­a­ted with 

a par­ti­cu­lar de­ci­sion at the ti­me when that de­ci­sion is ma­de;
e) the ca­pa­city to pre­ser­ve per­so­nal in­te­grity and sta­bi­lity15).

The analysis of per­so­na­lity re­la­ted ca­u­se of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency 
is a sen­si­ti­ve and com­plex area. The mo­ti­ves for com­mit­ting cri­me vary 
among young pe­o­ple. So­me chil­dren en­ga­ge in mi­nor de­lin­qu­ent acts 
for ex­ci­te­ment, adven­tu­re, or ot­her emo­ti­ons com­mon among chil­dren. 
For the­se chil­dren mi­nor de­lin­qu­ency in­ci­dents are part of the­ir ga­mes 
and it ne­ver evol­ves furt­her in­to mo­re sig­ni­fi­cant or se­ve­re vi­o­len­ce, 
na­mely as they age, chil­dren grow out of this kind of be­ha­vi­or. On the 
ot­her hand, for so­me child of­fen­ders, early sta­tus of­fen­ces and de­lin­qu
ency are step­ping sto­nes in a pat­hway to se­ri­o­us, vi­o­lent, and chro­nic 
of­fen­ding, par­ti­cu­larly when the sta­tus of­fen­ces first ap­pe­ar at a young 
age.

1.1 Minors in Criminal and Legal Definitions
In the­ory and in prac­ti­cal re­se­arch of ju­ve­ni­le cri­me, the­re are 

dif­fe­rent de­fi­ni­ti­ons of this phe­no­me­non, but al­so the­re are dif­fe­rent 
le­gal de­fi­ni­ti­ons of the age li­mit de­ter­mi­ning the age of a mi­nor. Le
gal fra­me­work and prac­ti­ce, de­pen­ding on the age gro­up per­pe­tra­tor 

14)	 La­co­ur­se Eric, et al., ‘’De­ve­lop­men­tal Tra­jec­to­ri­es of Boys’ De­lin­qu­ent Gro­up Mem­ber­ship 
and Fa­ci­li­ta­tion of Vi­o­lent Be­ha­vi­or Du­ring Ado­le­scen­ce’’, Development and Psychopatho
logy, 15, 2003. стр.190

15)	 Ви­де­ти: Yar­vis Ric­hard M, Homicide: Causative Factors and Roots, New York, Le­xing­ton 
Bo­oks, 1991.
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be­longs to and type of cri­mi­nal act com­mit­ted, re­cog­ni­ze and cle­arly 
dif­fe­ren­ti­a­te bet­we­en dif­fe­rent types and in­ten­sity of pu­nis­hment. 

As for dif­fe­rent de­fi­ni­ti­ons of per­pe­tra­tors’ age, child de­lin­qu­ents 
are not ne­ces­sa­rily le­gally de­fi­ned in the sa­me way ac­ross sta­tes in the 
Uni­ted Sta­tes16). For exam­ple, age of cri­mi­nal re­spon­si­bi­lity for child 
de­lin­qu­ency (at year 1997) shows that this was is 6 years in North Ca
ro­li­na, age 7 years in Maryland or age 10 years in the sta­te of Ar­kan­zas.. 
In Ca­na­da, a mi­ni­mum is age of 12 years and in En­gland the mi­ni­mum 
age is 10 years. In Ger­many and in Ja­pan it is 14 years, 15 years in 
Scan­di­na­vian co­un­tri­es, 16 years in Spain and 18 years in Bel­gi­um17). 
In Ser­bia the law18) de­fi­nes se­ve­ral age li­mits, na­mely: a) a mi­nor/ju
ve­ni­le shall be a per­son who was 14 years of age at the ti­me when the 
cri­me was com­mit­ted and has not tur­ned 18 years of age; b) youn­ger 
mi­nor/ ju­ve­ni­le shall be a per­son who was 14 years of age at the ti­me 
when the cri­me was com­mit­ted and has not tur­ned 16 years of age; and 
c) ol­der mi­nor/ju­ve­ni­le shall be a per­son who was 16 years of age at 
the ti­me when the cri­me was com­mit­ted and has not tur­ned 18 years of 
age. Su­bject to this age clas­si­fi­ca­tion of mi­nors, ade­qu­a­te pu­nis­hments 
ha­ve been de­fi­ned. Mi­nors and youn­ger mi­nors can be sen­ten­ced to cor
rec­ti­o­nal or­ders and cor­rec­ti­o­nal sen­ten­ces, whi­le ol­der mi­nors may be 
sen­ten­ced to ju­ve­ni­le de­ten­tion but only in spe­cial ca­ses. Cor­rec­ti­o­nal 
me­a­su­res, among ot­her in­clu­de co­urt war­ning, me­a­su­res of in­cre­a­sed 
su­per­vi­sion (by the fa­mily, ca­re­ta­ker) and/or de­ten­tion at an ade­qu­a­te 
cor­rec­ti­o­nal in­sti­tu­tion. This ma­kes it im­pos­si­ble to pu­nish any ju­ve
ni­le with a pri­son sen­ten­ce whi­le an ol­der mi­nor may be sen­ten­ced to 
ju­ve­ni­le de­ten­tion fa­ci­lity for com­mit­ting mo­re se­ri­o­us cri­mes. The­se 
le­gal pro­vi­si­ons do not apply to a per­son who has not tur­ned 14 years 
of age at the ti­me when the cri­me was com­mit­ted. Such per­sons are 
cal­led “chil­dren” and they are not ac­ti­ve en­ti­ti­es of the cri­mi­nal ju­sti­ce. 
The­se per­sons are not su­bject to cri­mi­nal ju­sti­ce law, but are su­bject to 
pro­vi­si­ons in ot­her le­gal are­as (for exam­ple, Fa­mily Law, The Law on 
So­cial Wel­fa­re).

The way the law se­es ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency is a so­ur­ce of nu­me
ro­us the­o­re­ti­cal and prac­ti­cal de­ba­tes. The ma­jor is­sue in the de­ba­tes is 
whet­her le­gal in­ter­ven­tion as ad­mi­ni­ste­red by the ju­ve­ni­le ju­sti­ce sys-
tem is an ef­fec­ti­ve way to con­trol ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency and to pro­mo­te 

16)	 Ви­де­ти: Snyder Ho­ward N and Sic­kmund Me­lis­sa, Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 1999 
National Report, Was­hing­ton, DC: U.S. De­part­ment of Ju­sti­ce, Of­fi­ce of Ju­ve­ni­le and Ju­sti­ce 
and De­lin­qu­ency Pre­ven­tion, 1999.

17)	 Ви­де­ти: Rut­ter Mic­hael et al , Antisocial Behavior by young people, Chap. 3. Cam­brid­ge: 
CUP, 1998.

18)	 The Law on Un­de­ra­ge Of­fen­ders and Le­gal Pro­tec­tion of Mi­nors. Of­fi­cial Ga­zet­te of the Re
pu­blic of Ser­bia, No. 85/2005 
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le­gi­ti­ma­te so­cial op­por­tu­ni­ti­es for re­form. In cer­tain sta­tes wit­hin the 
co­urt system the­re are ju­ve­ni­le co­urts and co­urts for adults. In the cri­mi
nal ju­sti­ce system of the Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia the­re are spe­cial units of ju
ve­ni­le cri­mi­nal ju­sti­ce system: spe­cial pu­blic pro­se­cu­tor for mi­nors and 
spe­cial jud­ge for mi­nors or cham­bers for mi­nors with the Dis­trict Co­urt. 

2. OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY

Over the past years many pa­pers on ju­ve­ni­le cri­me and pe­er vi­o
len­ce ha­ve been pu­blis­hed in the Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia. Ste­va­no­vić (2012), 
Ko­va­če­vić (2012a), Ko­va­če­vić (2012b), Ba­no­vić and Jok­sić (2011) re
se­ar­ched the le­gal aspect, in par­ti­cu­lar the cha­rac­ter and the im­por­tan­ce 
of pu­nis­hments ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents we­re sen­ten­ced to. Pe­er vi­o­len­ce 
is on the ri­se not only in Ser­bia and in the Bal­kans, but in Euro­pe and 
beyond (Rad­no­vić and Ra­do­vić, 2013). In the mo­dern world, cha­rac­te
ri­zed by a wi­de and per­ma­nent use of and ad­dic­tion to new in­for­ma­tion 
tec­hno­lo­gi­es, pe­er vi­o­len­ce oc­curs in the so cal­led vir­tual sphe­re. In this 
ca­se we are spe­a­king abo­ut the elec­tro­nic vi­o­len­ce phe­no­me­non– a spe
ci­fic form of pe­er vi­o­len­ce bro­ught on by the de­ve­lop­ment of in­for­ma
tion tec­hno­lo­gi­es. The re­se­arch in­to the pro­blem of pe­er vi­o­len­ce which 
is im­por­tant for the analysis and the mo­ni­to­ring of the de­ve­lop­ment of 
ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency, was the su­bject mat­ter of pa­pers pu­blis­hed by 
Goj­ko­vić and Vu­ki­če­vić (2011), Po­po­vić (2010). At a re­cent con­fe­ren­ce 
on pe­er vi­o­len­ce, held in Lak­ta­ši, in Bo­snia and Her­ze­go­vi­na, a pa­per 
by three aut­hors, na­mely Đur­đe­vić, Bo­ško­vić and Se­nić was pre­sen­ted. 
This pa­per analyses the cha­rac­ter, num­ber and va­ri­ety of dif­fe­rent cri
mi­nal of­fen­ces com­mit­ted by mi­nors in the pe­riod bet­we­en 2006 and 
2009 in the Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia.

The aim of this pa­per is to of­fer an up­da­ted and mo­re com­pre­hen
si­ve in­sight of this pro­blem in our co­un­try bet­we­en 2010 and 2012, by 
analyzing the da­ta on the num­ber and type of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces com
mit­ted by mi­nors. The of­fi­cial da­ta of the Mi­ni­stry of In­ter­nal Af­fa­irs 
of the Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia (MoI) con­cer­ning re­cor­ded cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces 
com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­les will be used for the analysis of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin
qu­ency. The pur­po­se of this pa­per is to of­fer an analysis of the da­ta on 
cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents in the Re­pu­blic of 
Ser­bia in the pe­riod bet­we­en 2010 and 2012 and to com­pa­re this da­ta 
with the da­ta per­ta­i­ning to the num­ber of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces com­mit­ted 
by adult per­pe­tra­tors. In ad­di­tion, this pa­per will gi­ve a bri­ef over­vi­ew 
of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency si­tu­a­tion in dif­fe­rent ci­ti­es and towns thro­ug
ho­ut the Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia, so as to analyze this se­cu­rity is­sue by dif
fe­rent re­gi­ons in our co­un­try. The pre­sen­ted da­ta will be ela­bo­ra­ted and 
the main ob­jec­ti­ve is to ex­pla­in what is the cur­rent si­tu­a­tion re­gar­ding 
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ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency and to pro­vi­de a re­fe­ren­ce po­int for fu­tu­re the­o­re
ti­cal and prac­ti­cal re­se­ar­ches and di­scus­si­ons. 

3. JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IN THE REPUBLIC OF 
SERBIA IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN 2010 AND 2012

In the­ir pa­per de­a­ling with ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency in the Re­pu­blic 
of Ser­bia, aut­hors Đur­đe­vić, Bo­ško­vić and Se­nić (2013), analyzed da­ta 
on the num­ber of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­les and adults 
in the pe­riod bet­we­en 2006 and 2009. The re­sults of the­ir study in­di­ca
ted the fol­lo­wing: 

(1)	 �The num­ber of cri­mes com­mit­ted by chil­dren in the pe­riod 
bet­we­en 2006 and 2009 did not vary much and was bet­we­en 
9.87% and 9.14% of the to­tal num­ber of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces 
com­mit­ted.

(2) �Re­gar­ding the type of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces com­mit­ted by chil
dren they mostly con­cern of­fen­ces aga­inst property, public 
order, life and causing bodily harm; 

(3)  �As for the cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces con­cer­ning of­fen­ces aga­inst 
li­fe and ca­u­sing bo­dily harm, chil­dren ha­ve mostly com
mit­ted of­fen­ces such as occasioning light bodily harm or 
grievous bodily harm and participation in a brawl19).

As the pur­po­se of this pa­per is to analyze the num­ber and struc
tu­re as well as the re­gi­o­nal cha­rac­ter of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency in the Re
pu­blic of Ser­bia in the pe­riod bet­we­en 2010 and 2012, whi­le at the sa­me 
ti­me ta­king in­to con­si­de­ra­tion the abo­ve sta­ted study and its analysis, in 
this part of the pa­per sta­ti­sti­cal da­ta re­ce­i­ved from the MoI will be pre
sen­ted fol­lo­wed by the re­sul­ting ob­ser­va­ti­ons and con­clu­si­ons.

As the first step, we analyzed the to­tal num­ber of com­mit­ted cri
mi­nal of­fen­ces of ge­ne­ral cri­mi­nal na­tu­re and the num­ber of ju­ve­ni­les 
who com­mit­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces of ge­ne­ral cri­mi­nal na­tu­re for the pe
riod bet­we­en 2010 and 2012 to the en­ti­re ter­ri­tory of the Re­pu­blic of 
Ser­bia as well as for cer­tain ci­ti­es be­lon­ging to dif­fe­rent re­gi­ons wit­hin 
our co­un­try. The da­ta on the to­tal num­ber of com­mit­ted cri­mi­nal of
fen­ces and ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents as well as the da­ta on cer­tain types of 
cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­les, has been analyzed for the 
fol­lo­wing ci­ti­es: Bel­gra­de (ca­pi­tal city of the Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia), No
vi Sad and Zre­nja­nin (ci­ti­es lo­ca­ted in the North part of the co­un­try), 

19)	 Ши­ре ви­де­ти: Đur­đe­vić Zo­ran, Bo­ško­vić Go­ran and Se­nić, D, ‘’Cha­rac­te­ri­stics of Cri­mi­nal 
Of­fen­ces Com­mit­ted by Chil­dren and Ju­ve­ni­les In­vol­ving Ele­ments of Vi­o­len­ce’’, Collection 
of Papers – Peer Violence, Lak­ta­ši, 2013.
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Kra­gu­je­vac (cen­tral part of Ser­bia), Za­je­čar (East part of Ser­bia), Niš 
(So­uth part of Ser­bia) and Uži­ce (West part of Ser­bia). Cri­mi­nal of­fen
ces of ge­ne­ral cri­mi­nal na­tu­re in­clu­de among ot­her, man­sla­ug­hter, mur
der, of­fen­ces oc­ca­si­o­ning light bo­dily harm or gri­e­vo­us bo­dily harm, 
rob­bery, ra­pe, do­me­stic vi­o­len­ce, drug of­fen­ces. Tho­se da­ta in in­di­ca­te 
that the sha­re of ju­ve­ni­les ex­pres­sed in per­cen­ta­ges is as fol­lows: a) 
5.12% in 2010; b) 4.99% in 2011; and c) 4.61 in 2012, of to­tal num­ber 
of com­mit­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces of ge­ne­ral cri­mi­nal na­tu­re, ma­king it 
4.9% on the ave­ra­ge. This per­cen­ta­ge of ju­ve­ni­les as per­pe­tra­tors of 
the to­tal num­ber of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces of ge­ne­ral cri­mi­nal na­tu­re has 
drop­ped al­most by half when com­pa­red to the pe­riod bet­we­en 2006 and 
2009 when it was bet­we­en 9.87% and 9.14%20). For the past three years 
the sha­re of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents as per­pe­tra­tors in the to­tal num­ber of 
cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces has been dec­re­a­sing ste­a­dily. This trend re­flects the 
si­tu­a­tion not only on the who­le ter­ri­tory of our co­un­try but al­so in ci­ti­es 
and towns which ha­ve been se­lec­ted for analysis (with mi­nor va­ri­a­ti­ons 
in each city or town, the num­ber of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents is cer­ta­inly lo
wer in 2012 than it was in 2010 and 2011).

The struc­tu­re of ju­ve­ni­les who ha­ve com­mit­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces 
of ge­ne­ral cri­mi­nal na­tu­re in our co­un­try for the pe­riod bet­we­en 2010 
and 2012 was do­ne ac­cor­ding to le­gal clas­si­fi­ca­tion which gro­ups ju­ve
ni­le de­lin­qu­ents in­to ol­der mi­nors/ju­ve­ni­les, youn­ger mi­nors/ju­ve­ni­les 
and chil­dren. The dow­nturn in the num­ber of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents is 
most cer­ta­inly re­flec­ted when ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents are clas­si­fied in­to 
the pre­vi­o­usly men­ti­o­ned three age gro­ups. The da­ta in­di­ca­tes that ol­der 
ju­ve­ni­les con­sti­tu­te the hig­hest per­cen­ta­ge in the struc­tu­re of ju­ve­ni­le 
de­lin­qu­ents (55% - 59.76%), whi­le the num­ber of chil­dren i.e. per­sons 
youn­ger than 14 years of age is con­si­de­rably lo­wer, but is not ne­gli­gi­ble 
in terms of so­ci­o­lo­gi­cal, psycho­lo­gi­cal and se­cu­rity analysis (this per
cen­ta­ge is bet­we­en 12% and 8.97%). The per­cen­ta­ge of ol­der ju­ve­ni
les who ha­ve com­mit­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces when com­pa­red to the to­tal 
num­ber of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­les was on the ri­se 
over the pe­riod bet­we­en 2010 and 2012, whi­le the per­cen­ta­ge of cri­mes 
com­mit­ted by youn­ger ju­ve­ni­les and chil­dren, va­ried slightly. It sho­uld 
al­so be no­ted that the num­ber of chil­dren who ha­ve com­mit­ted cri­mi­nal 
of­fen­ces in 2011 and 2012 is lo­wer than in 2010.

Re­gar­ding con­cre­te cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces, ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents ha­ve 
a ten­dency to com­mit the fol­lo­wing cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces: theft and rob
bery; ca­u­sing gri­e­vo­us bo­dily harm; ca­u­sing mi­nor body in­jury; drug 
re­la­ted of­fen­ces. The ave­ra­ge num­ber of pre­vi­o­usly men­ti­o­ned cri­mi­nal 
acts for pe­riod year 2010-2012at Ser­bia are: theft and rob­bery 4.461; 

20)	 Ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency in the pe­riod bet­we­en 2006 and 2009 was analyzed in a pa­per pre­sen­ted 
by Đur­đe­vić, Bo­ško­vić and Se­nić, 2013.
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ca­u­sing gri­e­vo­us bo­dily harm 346; drug re­la­ted of­fen­ces 305; mur­der 
and man­sla­ug­hter 20 and do­me­stic vi­o­len­ce 61. 

Cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces most fre­qu­ently com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­les we­re 
theft and rob­bery, fol­lo­wed by of­fen­ces such as ca­u­sing gri­e­vo­us bo­dily 
harm or ca­u­sing mi­nor body in­jury. The num­ber of ju­ve­ni­le per­pe­tra
tors who com­mit­ted drug re­la­ted of­fen­ces is lo­wer when com­pa­red to 
two pre­vi­o­us cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces, but in vi­ew of the fact how se­ri­o­us and 
gra­ve drug re­la­ted of­fen­ces are, this da­ta sho­uld not be ne­glec­ted, par
ti­cu­larly in Bel­gra­de and in No­vi Sad which are two ci­ti­es whe­re the 
in­ci­den­ce of drug re­la­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces is hig­her than el­sew­he­re. 

The num­ber of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents, in terms of all three ana-
lyzed cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces (theft and rob­bery; ca­u­sing gri­e­vo­us bo­dily 
harm; drug re­la­ted of­fen­ces) is hig­hest in Bel­gra­de (the lar­gest city in 
the Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia), fol­lo­wed by No­vi Sad. Ac­cor­ding to the num
ber of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents, towns of Zre­nja­nin and Niš are mo­re or less 
the sa­me, whi­le towns in Cen­tral, East and West Ser­bia ha­ve the lo­west 
num­ber of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents. This da­ta do­es not auto­ma­ti­cally mean 
that the num­ber of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents in the­se parts of Ser­bia is ne­ces
sa­rily lo­wer, but rat­her that the­se are the towns with smal­ler po­pu­la­tion 
which do­es im­pact the ove­rall pic­tu­re of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency. 

When com­pa­red to the pre­vi­o­usly men­ti­o­ned cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces, 
the num­ber of ju­ve­ni­le per­pe­tra­tors of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces such as do­me
stic vi­o­len­ce and mur­der is con­si­de­rably lo­wer, but due to the se­ri­o­us 
na­tu­re of the­se two types of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces as well as the fact that 
ju­ve­ni­les tend to com­mitt do­me­stic vi­o­len­ce re­la­ted cri­mes, we think it 
wo­uld be im­por­tant to in­clu­de this da­ta in the pre­sent pa­per. 

We ha­ve al­ready men­ti­o­ned that the num­ber of ju­ve­ni­les who 
ha­ve com­mit­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces of mur­der and do­me­stic vi­o­len­ce is 
far lo­wer when com­pa­red to ot­her types of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces pre­vi­o
usly analyzed. Ho­we­ver, the very fact that a cer­tain num­ber of ju­ve­ni­le 
de­lin­qu­ents ha­ve de­ci­ded to com­mit mur­der or do­me­stic vi­o­len­ce aga
inst the­ir fa­mily mem­bers, spe­aks vo­lu­mes of how im­por­tant this is. 
Vi­o­len­ce per­pe­tra­ted aga­inst clo­se fa­mily mem­bers may in many ca­ses 
be a step­ping sto­ne to com­mit­ting ot­her cri­mes and exi­bi­ting agres­sion 
aga­inst ot­her pe­o­ple. 

In com­pa­ri­son to the to­tal num­ber of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces as well 
as cer­tain cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces that we­re com­mit­ted ma­inly by ju­ve­ni­le 
of­fen­ders, the num­ber of mur­ders and man­sla­ug­hters is sig­ni­fi­cantly 
lo­wer. Ho­we­ver, we will com­pa­re da­ta on the num­ber of mur­ders and 
man­sla­ug­hters com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­les with the to­tal num­ber of the
se cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces that we­re com­mit­ted, which will ena­ble us to see 
what is the per­cen­ta­ge of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents who com­mit the­se se­ri­o
us types of cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces. 
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The analysis of the­se da­ta in­di­ca­tes that the num­ber of cri­mi­nal 
of­fen­ces com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents as com­pa­red to the to­tal 
num­ber of com­mit­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces such as mur­der and man­sla­ug
hter can be ex­pres­sed in fol­lo­wing per­cen­ta­ges:

a) Out of the to­tal num­ber of mur­ders and man­sla­ug­hters com
mit­ted in 2010, 20% we­re com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­le of­fen­ders.

b) Out of the to­tal num­ber of mur­ders and man­sla­ug­hters com
mit­ted in 2011, 14% we­re com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­le of­fen­ders.

c) Out of the to­tal num­ber of mur­ders and man­sla­ug­hter com
mit­ted in 2012, 11% we­re com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­le of­fen­ders.

The num­ber of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents who ha­ve com­mit­ted se­ri­o­us 
cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces such as mur­der and man­sla­ug­hter is dec­re­a­sing but 
the fi­gu­re that ho­vers aro­und 15% gi­ves ca­u­se for con­cern. The­se ob
ser­va­ti­ons in­di­ca­te that cer­tain phe­no­me­na and da­ta can­not be vi­e­wed 
in a va­cu­um, wit­ho­ut ta­king in­to con­si­de­ra­tion ot­her se­cu­rity is­su­es and 
wit­ho­ut ma­king a mo­re com­pre­hen­si­ve analysis of the da­ta. 

Vi­o­len­ce at spor­ting events, par­ti­cu­larly at soc­cer ga­mes, con­ti
nu­es to pla­gue all Euro­pean co­un­tri­es. This type of vi­o­len­ce co­mes in 
many sha­pes and the­re is an in­cre­a­sing ten­dency for this vi­o­len­ce to 
ha­ve a spill over ef­fect and to spread beyond the soc­cer sta­di­um and 
in­to ur­ban are­as. Our co­un­try too has not been spa­red from this ugly 
phe­no­me­non. Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia has every re­a­son not only to be con
cer­ned but al­so ter­ri­fied by the amo­unt of vi­o­len­ce at spor­ting events or 
spor­ting events re­la­ted vi­o­len­ce in the past ten years that has cla­i­med 
ni­ne young li­ves, thus ran­king Ser­bia the first co­un­try in Euro­pe. Be
a­ring in mind the fact that vi­o­len­ce at spor­ting events is a per­ma­nent 
and se­ri­o­us se­cu­rity risk to Ser­bia, we ha­ve analyzed the da­ta on young 
per­sons who ha­ve en­ga­ged in vi­o­lent be­ha­vi­or at spor­ting events and 
com­mit­ting ot­her cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces lin­ked to spor­ting events. 

Sports re­la­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces (at spor­ting events, in­clu­ding 
dif­fe­rent sports com­pe­ti­ti­ons) ha­ve been de­fi­ned by the Cri­mi­nal Co­de 
of the Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia (Ar­tic­le 344/a) and by the Law on the Pre­ven
tion of Vi­o­len­ce and Inap­pro­pri­a­te Be­ha­vi­or at Spor­ting Events (Ar­tic­le 
20). So­me of the cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces de­fi­ned by the abo­ve men­ti­o­ned 
Co­de and Law in­clu­de una­ut­ho­ri­zed en­try in­to the sports sta­di­um and 
in­sti­ga­tion of vi­o­len­ce, physi­cally as­sa­ul­ting the par­ti­ci­pants of a spor
ting event, brin­ging pyro­tec­hnics to spor­ting events, ca­u­sing da­ma­ge 
to sports fa­ci­li­ti­es or equ­ip­ment (he­re­i­naf­ter re­fer­red to as a cri­mi­nal 
of­fen­ce: sports related violence). In the pe­riod bet­we­en 2010 and 2012 
a to­tal of 1,117 cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces de­fi­ned by the Cri­mi­nal Co­de and the 
Law on the Pre­ven­tion of Vi­o­len­ce and Inap­pro­pri­a­te Be­ha­vi­or at Spor
ting Events ha­ve been com­mit­ted in the Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia. The to­tal 
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num­ber of per­pe­tra­tors of the­se cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces is 1,840 out of which 
211 are ju­ve­ni­les. This da­ta in­di­ca­tes that the per­cen­ta­ge of ju­ve­ni­les 
who ha­ve com­mit­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ce of sports re­la­ted vi­o­len­ce is as 
fol­lows: 9.93% in 2010, 16,05% in 2011, and 10,25% in 2012. Un­li­ke 
the dec­re­a­se in the num­ber of ju­ve­ni­les and cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces com­mit
ted which was shown pre­vi­o­usly in this pa­per, the in­ci­den­ce of sports 
re­la­ted vi­o­len­ce and as­so­ci­a­ted cri­mes has been ste­a­dily on the ri­se in 
the past three years. 

The sha­re of ju­ve­ni­le of­fen­ders in the to­tal num­ber of of­fen­ders 
was at 6.02% in 2010, 6.89% in 2011 and 12.84% in 2012.

4. CONCLUSION FOR FURTHER 
RESEARCH AND DISCUSSION 

Re­gar­dless of the num­ber or age struc­tu­re of ju­ve­ni­les who ha
ve com­mit­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces, ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency is not only a se
cu­rity but al­so a so­cial, psycho­lo­gi­cal and edu­ca­ti­o­nal pro­blem and a 
chal­len­ge each co­un­try and its so­ci­ety fa­ces. Be­a­ring in mind the fact 
that ju­ve­ni­les and chil­dren per­pe­tra­te dif­fe­rent cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces, this 
phe­no­me­non is a so­lid in­di­ca­tor of the struc­tu­re, dyna­mics and va­lu­es 
sha­red in the fa­mily, lo­cal com­mu­nity and a so­ci­ety as a who­le in one 
par­ti­cu­lar co­un­try. The re­pres­sion or san­cti­o­ning of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu
ents is a ne­ces­sary me­a­su­re, but its edu­ca­ti­o­nal po­ten­tial and pre­ven
tion are equ­ally im­por­tant. By pro­mo­ting so­ci­ally and le­gally ac­cep­ted 
va­lu­es and hu­man rights, by strengthe­ning lo­cal com­mu­ni­ti­es, so­cial 
ser­vi­ces and edu­ca­tion in­sti­tu­ti­ons as well as by ex­ten­ding in­cre­a­sed 
as­si­stan­ce and sup­port to fa­mi­li­es, it is pos­si­ble to ma­ke a dif­fe­ren­ce as 
the­se ele­ments con­sti­tu­te the ba­sic steps in pre­emp­ting bad ha­bits from 
ta­king ro­ot, pre­ven­ting the adop­tion of fla­wed va­lu­es and the de­struc
tion of ju­ve­ni­le’s per­so­na­lity as well as co­un­te­rac­ting the­ir vi­o­lent and 
cri­mi­nal be­ha­vi­or. 

This pa­per analyzes dif­fe­rent da­ta per­ta­i­ning to ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu
ency in the Re­pu­blic of Ser­bia in the pe­riod bet­we­en 2010 and 2012. 
Our analysis and com­pa­ri­sons par­ti­ally rely on the study by the gro­up 
of aut­hors, na­mely Đur­đe­vić, Bo­ško­vić and Se­nić (2013) who analyzed 
ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency in our co­un­try in the pe­riod bet­we­en 2006 and 
2009.

Fol­lo­wing the analysis of the pre­sen­ted da­ta we ha­ve co­me to the 
fol­lo­wing con­clu­si­ons and re­sults:

a) When com­pa­red to the pe­riod bet­we­en 2006 and 2009, the 
per­cen­ta­ge of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents per­pe­tra­ting cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces has 
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drop­ped al­most by half in the pe­riod bet­we­en 2010 and 2012, whi­le in 
2012 the num­ber of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents dec­re­a­sed.

b) Si­mi­larly to the pe­riod bet­we­en 2006 and 2009, in the pe­riod 
bet­we­en 2010 and 2012 (the pe­riod which was the su­bject of our analy-
sis) ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents mostly com­mit­ted of­fen­ces such as ca­u­sing 
gri­e­vo­us bo­dily harm, in­flic­ting mi­nor body in­jury, theft and rob­bery.

c) When analyzed from the aspect of age struc­tu­re of ju­ve­ni­les 
(as de­fi­ned by the law), it wo­uld be sa­fe to say that the hig­hest per­cent 
of de­lin­qu­ents are ol­der mi­nors/ju­ve­ni­les (55% - 59.76%); 

d) In the past three years ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents per­pe­tra­ted drug 
re­la­ted cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces, but al­so mur­ders, man­sla­ug­hters, do­me­stic 
vi­o­len­ce and sports re­la­ted vi­o­len­ce;

e) As for the analysis by re­gi­ons of our co­un­try, the hig­hest num
ber of ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ents has been re­gi­ste­red in Bel­gra­de, our ca­pi­tal 
city, fol­lo­wed by ot­her ci­ti­es in the North and So­uth of our co­un­try;

f) When vi­e­wed as an in­di­vi­dual type of cri­mi­nal be­ha­vi­or, the 
num­ber of mur­ders com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­les is by far lo­wer than ot­her 
cri­mi­nal of­fen­ces com­mit­ted by de­lin­qu­ents; ho­we­ver, when com­pa
ring the num­ber of mur­ders com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­les with the to­tal num
ber of com­mit­ted mur­ders, we can say that in the ove­rall num­ber of 
com­mit­ted mur­ders, tho­se com­mit­ted by ju­ve­ni­le are not in­sig­ni­fi­cant;

g) The ju­ve­ni­le de­lin­qu­ency is on the ri­se in re­spect of cri­mes 
such as sports re­la­ted vi­o­len­ce. In vi­ew of the fact that this type of cri
mi­nal of­fen­ce is on the ri­se in our co­un­try in ge­ne­ral, spe­cial at­ten­tion 
sho­uld be at­tac­hed to this.

In light of the fact that ju­ve­ni­le of­fen­ders are sen­ten­ced to pri­son 
sen­ten­ces in ju­ve­ni­le cor­rec­ti­o­nal fa­ci­li­ti­es only if they ha­ve com­mit­ted 
se­ri­o­us cri­mes such as mur­der or man­sla­ug­hter, we must ask our­sel­ves 
whet­her the exi­sting cri­mi­nal and le­gal san­cti­ons ha­ve been ade­qu­a
tely de­fi­ned, do they ha­ve suf­fi­ci­ent pre­emp­ti­ve ca­pa­city, cor­rec­ti­o­nal 
and edu­ca­ti­o­nal ef­fect. All of the­se qu­e­sti­ons re­qu­i­re furt­her study and 
analysis, but at the sa­me ti­me we ho­pe that the pre­sen­ted da­ta might 
ser­ve as a ba­sis and en­co­u­ra­ge­ment for furt­her en­ga­ge­ment and di­scus
si­ons of ex­perts.
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МА­ЛО­ЛЕТ­НИЧ­КА ДЕ­ЛИ­КВЕН­ЦИ­ЈА  
У РЕ­ПУ­БЛИ­ЦИ СР­БИ­ЈИ:  

ТРЕН­ДО­ВИ И ИН­ДИ­КА­ТО­РИ

Ре­зи­ме
Ра­знов­ср­ност и број по­чи­ње­них де­ла из обла­сти ма­ло­лет­нич

ке де­ли­квен­ци­је ни­су од­раз са­мо тре­нут­ног без­бед­но­сног и со­цио-
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па­то­ло­шког ста­ња у дру­штву, већ мо­гу по­слу­жи­ти и као ин­ди­ка­тор 
бли­же или да­ље бу­дућ­но­сти овог (мла­ђег) де­ла јед­не за­јед­ни­це. 
Ма­да не­при­јат­но, ста­вља­ње пој­мо­ва де­ца и кри­ми­нал у исту ре
че­ни­цу, ма­ло­лет­нич­ка де­ли­квен­ци­ја ипак је је­дан од нај­ве­ћих про
бле­ма у мно­гим зе­мља­ма. У те­о­ри­ји и прак­тич­ном ис­тра­жи­ва­њу 
ма­ло­лет­нич­ке де­ли­квен­ци­је, по­сто­је раз­ли­чи­те де­фи­ни­ци­је ка­ко 
овог фе­но­ме­на, та­ко и прав­ног окви­ра ста­ро­сног ли­ми­та ко­јим се 
де­тер­ми­ни­шу мла­ди. У Ср­би­ји, за­кон­ски се пре­по­зна­ју 4 гру­пе ма
ло­лет­них ли­ца, у за­ви­сно­сти од ста­ро­сне до­би и та, услов­но ре­че­но 
по­де­ла, по­што­ва­на је и у овом Ра­ду, у сми­слу ана­ли­зе по­чи­ње­них 
кри­ми­нал­них ака­та ма­ло­лет­ни­ка раз­ли­чи­тог уз­ра­ста. Циљ овог Ра
да био је да пру­жи ра­знов­ср­не по­дат­ке о бро­ју и вр­сти по­чи­ње­них 
де­ла из обла­сти ма­ло­лет­нич­ке де­ли­квен­ци­је, а има­ју­ћи у ви­ду да је 
слич­но ис­тра­жи­ва­ње спро­ве­де­но од стра­не гру­пе до­ма­ћих ауто­ра и 
то за пе­ри­од 2006-2006. го­ди­на; у том сми­слу, овај Рад пру­жа и ана
ли­зи­ра по­дат­ке за пе­ри­од 2010-2012.го­ди­на. Сви по­да­ци о вр­сти и 
бро­ју по­чи­ње­них де­ла ма­ло­лет­нич­ке де­ли­квен­ци­је до­би­је­ни су од 
стра­не Ми­ни­стар­ства уну­тра­шњих по­сло­ва Ре­пу­бли­ке Ср­би­је. У 
Ра­ду је из­вр­ше­на ана­ли­за на­ве­де­не вр­сте по­да­та­ка и њи­хо­во по­ре
ђе­ње са по­да­ци­ма об­ја­вље­ним у на­уч­ном ра­ду гру­пе ауто­ра, а ко­ји 
се од­но­се за пе­ри­од 2009-2012.го­ди­на. Ана­ли­за и по­ре­ђе­ње по­да
та­ка до­ве­ли су до не­ко­ли­ко за­кљу­ча­ка, из­ме­ђу оста­лих и да је број 
по­чи­ње­них кри­ми­нал­них ака­та од стра­не ма­ло­лет­ни­ка зна­чај­ни­је 
опао у ана­ли­зи­ра­ном пе­ри­о­ду у од­но­су на пе­ри­од 2006-2009.го­ди
на, као и да су ак­ти ко­је ма­ло­лет­ни­ци чи­не у нај­ве­ћем бро­ју на­но
ше­ње те­ле­сних по­вре­да, пљач­ке и де­ла из обла­сти по­се­до­ва­ња или 
про­да­је нар­ко­ти­ка. Ана­ли­зе по­да­та­ка, по­ре­ђе­ња и из­не­ти за­кључ­ци 
има­ли су за циљ не са­мо да пру­же увид у ста­ње и трен­до­ве у обла
сти ма­ло­лет­нич­ке де­ли­квен­ци­је, већ и да бу­ду ре­фе­рент­на осно­ва 
за бу­ду­ћа ис­тра­жи­ва­ња и ди­ску­си­је о овој про­бле­ма­ти­ци.
Кључ­не ре­чи: ма­ло­лет­ни­ци; де­ли­квен­ци­ја; кри­ми­нал; трен­до­ви; Ср­би­ја
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