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Vla di slav B. So ti ro vic
Myko las Ro me ris Uni ver sity, In sti tu te of Po li ti cal Sci en ces

Vil ni us, Lit hu a nia

KO SO VO & ME TO HI JA:  
TEN YEARS AF TER THE 
„MARCH PO GROM 2004“

Sum mary
This pa per de als with the qu e sti on of po li ti cal and hu man/mi-

no rity rights in the re gion of Ko so vo & Me to hi ja ten years af ter the 
„March Po grom 2004“ and fif teen years af ter the NA TO’s mi li tary ag-
gres sion on Ser bia and Mon te ne gro and oc cu pa tion of the re gion. An 
im por tan ce of this re se arch to pic is in a fact that for the first ti me in the 
Euro pean hi story a ter ro rist-style and ma fia-ru led (qu a si)in de pen dent 
sta te was cre a ted by a full di plo ma tic, po li ti cal, eco no mic, mi li tary and 
fi nan cial spon sor ship by the West un der the um brel la of the NA TO’s 
and the EU’s pro tec ti ve ad mi ni stra tion. The pre ce den ce of Ko so vo’s 
self-proc la i med in de pen den ce in Fe bru ary 2008 al ready had se ve ral 
ne ga ti ve „do mi no ef fect“ con se qu en ces el sew he re in Euro pe (the Ca-
u ca sus, the Cri mean Pe nin su la...). The aim of the pa per is to pre sent 
a cur rent si tu a tion in Ko so vo & Me to hi ja and pos si ble con se qu en ces 
of the Ko so vo ca se for the in ter na ti o nal re la ti ons and the post-Cold 
War world’s or der. In this short analysis of the si tu a tion in pre sent-day 
Ko so vo & Me to hi ja, in or der to re a li ze our re se arch goal we used the 
com pa ra ti ve met hod, the met hod of analysis of the text and the met hod 
of the mu tual com ple ment of the da ta from the so ur ces and li te ra tu re.
Key words: Ko so vo, Me to hi ja, ter ro rism, se pa ra tism, NA TO, EU, se cu rity, 

Yugo sla via

It pas sed ten years af ter the „March Po grom 2004“ in Ko so vo & 
Me to hi ja aga inst the lo cal Serbs or ga ni zed and do ne by Ko so vo Al ba-
ni ans, led by the ve te rans from the Ko so vo Li be ra tion Army – the KLA 
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and lo gi sti cally su por ted by the NA TO’s oc cu pa tion tro ops in Ko so vo 
& Me to hi ja un der the na me of the Ko so vo For ces – the KFOR. That 
was simply a con ti nu a tion of the last sta ge (up to now) of di smem ber-
ment of ex-Yugo sla via – the Ko so vo War (1998-1999) and the NA TO's 
mi li tary in ter ven tion (March 24th–Ju ne 10th, 1999) aga inst and ag gres-
sion on Ser bia and Mon te ne gro (at that ti me com po sing the Fe de ral 
Re pu blic of Yugo sla via - the FRY) by vi o la ting the in ter na ti o nal law.1) 
In this con text, we can say that at the end of the 20th cen tury the fa te of 
ex-Yugo sla via was be ing de ter mi ned by se ve ral in ter na ti o nal or ga ni za-
ti ons, but not de ci si vely by the Yugo slavs them sel ves.2)

The NA TO’s mi li tary in ter ven tion aga inst the FRY in March-Ju-
ne of 1999 (led by the USA) for the for mal re a son of pro tec tion of the 
hu man (Al ba nian) rights in Ko so vo,3) mar ked a cru cial step to ward fi-
nis hing the pro cess of cre a tion of the glo bal „Pax Ame ri ca na“ in the 
form of the NA TO’s World Or der - the NWO.4) As the NA TO used for ce 
aga inst the FRY wit ho ut the UN Se cu rity Co un cil san cti ons and per-
mis sion and al so wit ho ut an of fi cial proc la ma tion of the war we can 
call this mi li tary in ter ven tion in fact as a pu re „agres sion“ aga inst one 

1) That the NA TO vi o la ted the in ter na ti o nal law by bom bing the FRY in 1999 was cle arly re-
cog ni zed in March 2014 by at that ti me Ger many’s can cel lor (the PM) Ger hard Schre der 
(Но ва срп ска по ли тич ка ми сао, March 10th, 2014: http://www.nspm.rs/hro ni ka/ger hard-sre-
der-in ter ve ni ci ja-na-kri mu-je-kr se nje-me dju na rod nog-pra va-ali-to-je-bi lo-i-na se-bom bar do-
va nje-sr bi je-1999.html). On this is sue see do cu men tary mo vie in three parts: „NA TO’s Il le gal 
War Aga inst Ser bia“ (http://www.youtu be.com/watch?v=jo aNkHKxapk; http://www.youtu-
be.com/watch?v=Gaz8rzUW0Lc; http://www.youtu be.com/watch?v=K4vzr8l3FvU). On the 
iden tity and po li tics in the post-Yugo sla via’s suc ces sor sta tes, see: Ro bert Hud son, Glenn 
Bow man, Af ter Yugo sla via: Iden ti ti es and Po li tics Wit hin the Suc ces sor Sta tes, Lon don-New 
York: Pal gra ve Mac mil lan, 2012.

2) On the is sue of de struc tion of ex-Yugo sla via and Ko so vo qu e sti on, see: F. Step hen Lar ra bee 
(ed.), The Vo la ti le Pow der Keg: Bal kan Se cu rity af ter the Cold War, Was hing ton, D.C.: The 
Ame ri can Uni ver sity Press, 1994; Su san L. Wo od ward, Bal kan Tra gedy: Cha os and Dis so-
lu tion Af ter the Cold War, Was hing ton, D.C.: The Bro o kings In sti tu tion, 1995; Ric hard H. 
Ul lman (ed.), The World and Yugo sla via‘s Wars, New York: A Co un cil on Fo re ign Re la ti ons, 
1996; Ja mes Gow, Tri umph of the Lack of Will: In ter na ti o nal Di plo macy and the Yugo slav 
War, Lon don: Hurst & Com pany, 1997; John B. Al lcock, Ex pla i ning Yugo sla via, New York: 
Co lum bia Uni ver sity Press, 2000; Je le na Gu sko va, Isto ri ja ju go slo ven ske kri ze 1990-2000, 
I-II, Be o grad: IGA“M“, 2003; Ian King, Whit Ma son, Pe a ce at Any Pri ce: How the World Fa-
i led Ko so vo, Lon don: C. Hurst & Co. (Pu blis hers) Ltd, 2006; Da vid Chan dler, From Ko so vo 
to Ka bul and Beyond: Hu man Rights and In ter na ti o nal In ter ven tion, Lon don-Ann Ar bor, MI: 
Plu to Press, 2006; Da vid L. Phil lips, Li be ra ting Ko so vo: Co er ci ve Di plo macy and U.S. In ter-
ven tion, Cam brid ge, MA: Bel fer Cen ter for Sci en ce, 2012; Mis ha Glenny, The Bal kans: Na ti-
o na lism, War, and the Gre at Po wers 1804-2011, New York-Lon don: Pen guin Bo oks, 2012.

3) See: Ken Bo oth (ed.), The Ko so vo Tra gedy: The Hu man Rights Di men si ons, Lon don-Por-
tland, OR: Frank Cass & Co. Ltd, 2001. 

4) On the is sue of the NWO and the Rus sian Bal kan po licy, see: Vla di slav B. So ti ro vić, „The 
NA TO World Or der, the Bal kans and the Rus sian Na ti o nal In te rest“, Vla di slav B. So ti ro vić, 
Bal ca nia: Sci en ti fic Ar tic les in En glish, Vil ni us: Lit hu a nian Uni ver sity of Edu ca ti o nal Sci en-
ces Press „Edu ko lo gi ja“, 2013, pp. 110-129; Ja mes He a dley, Rus sia and the Bal kans: Fo re ign 
Po licy from Yelt sin to Pu tin, Lon don: Hurst & Com pany, 2008.
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so ve re ign sta te.5) In the Bal kans NA TO ac qu i red not only a big mi li tary 
ex pe ri en ce and an op por tu nity to ex ha ust old and use new we a pons,6) 
but al so ma na ged to en han ce its ac ti vi ti es, ma king its way to a glo bal 
or ga ni za tion.

Af ter the Ko so vo War the UN’s Se cu rity Co un cil Re so lu tion 
1244 (from Ju ne 1999) ga ve the man da te for the ef fec ti ve pro tec tion 
of the uni ver sal hu man and mi no rity rights va lu es of all in ha bi tants on 
the ter ri tory of the so ut hern Ser bia’s Auto no mo us Re gion of Ko so vo & 
Me to hi ja (in En glish lan gu a ge known only as Ko so vo).7) At such a way, 
the re spon si bi lity for pro tec tion of hu man li ves, fre e dom and se cu rity 
in Ko so vo was thus tran sfer red to the “in ter na ti o nal” pu blic aut ho ri ti es, 

5) Co stis Ha dji mic ha lis, „Ko so vo, 82 Days of an Un dec la red and Unjust War: A Ge o po li ti cal 
Com ment“, Euro pean Ur ban and Re gi o nal Stu di es, 7 (2), 2000, pp. 175-180.

6) On the is sue of used de ple ted ura ni um by the NA TO du ring the Per sian Gulf War and the 
Ko so vo War, see: Da rryl P. Ar fsten, Ken neth R. Still, Glenn D. Ritchie, „A Re vi ew of the Ef-
fects of Ura ni um and De ple ted Ura ni um Ex po su re on Re pro duc tion and Fe tal De ve lop ment“, 
To xi co logy and In du strial He alth, 17, 2001, pp. 180-191. It has to be no ti ced that the de ple ted 
ura ni um was used by the NA TO‘s for ces in 1999 bom bing of the FRY in ar mo ur-pe ne tra ting 
mu ni ti ons, mi li tary ve hic le ar mor, and air craft, ship and mis si le co un ter we ig hting and bal la-
sting ap pli ca ti ons. The com bat ap pli ca ti ons of the de ple ted ura ni um al loy in the Per sian Gulf 
War and the Ko so vo War re sul ted in hu man acu te ex po su re to the de ple ted ura ni um‘s dust, 
va por or aero sol, and to the chro nic ex po su re from tis sue em bed ding of the de ple ted ura ni-
um‘s shrap nel frag ments. 

7) On the uni ver sal hu man and mi no rity rights, see: Will Kymlic ka (ed.), The Rights of Mi no-
rity Cul tu res, Ox ford-New York: Ox ford Uni ver sity Press, 2000; Jan Knip pers Black, The 
Po li tics of Hu man Rights Pro tec tion, Lan ham, Maryland: Row man & Lit tle fi eld Pu blis hers, 
Inc., 2010; Di nah L. Shel ton, Pa o lo G. Ca roz za, Re gi o nal Pro tec tion of Hu man Rights: Ba sic 
Do cu ments, Ox ford-New York: Ox ford Uni ver sity Press, 2013. It has to be stres sed that the 
Al ba nian mi no rity in Ser bia wit hin the re gion of Ko so vo & Me to hi ja in the So ci a list Yugo-
sla via enjoyed all kind of mi no rity rights ac cor ding to the in ter na ti o nal law and even abo ve 
it. The re gion has its own pre si dent, con sti tu tion, par li a ment, po li ce, aca demy of sci en ce, 
law, press, edu ca tion system, etc. In the ot her words, Al ba nian-run and do mi na ted Ko so vo & 
Me to hi ja was in fact an in de pen dent po li ti cal su bject in Yugo sla via equ al with all Yugo sla-
via's re pu blics. Wit hin such po li ti cal con di ti ons Ko so vo Al ba ni ans de ve lo ped a high ran ge of 
the po licy of the op pres sion and ex pul si on from the re gion of the et hnic Serbs with a strong 
ten dency to se pa ra te the re gion from the rest of Ser bia and in clu de it in to a Gre a ter Al ba nia. 
What Mi lo še vić’s go vern ment did in 1989 it was abo lis hment of just po li ti cal in de pen den ce 
of both auto no mo us re gi ons in Ser bia – Voj vo di na and Ko so vo & Me to hi ja in or der to pro tect 
the co un try from ter ri to rial de struc tion. Ho we ver, even af ter 1989 Ko so vo Al ba ni ans enjoyed 
mi no rity rights ac cor ding to the ba sic stan dards of the in ter na ti o nal law. Many mi no ri ti es in 
Euro pe or el sew he re to day can just dre am abo ut mi no rity rights left to Ko so vo Al ba ni ans by 
Ser bia’s go vern ment in 1989. For the mat ter of com pa ri son, for in stan ce, the Kurds in Tur key 
(from 1999 a can di da te co un try for the EU mem ber ship) enjoy no sin gle mi no rity right for the 
very re a son as they are not re cog ni zed as mi no rity gro up at all. From the le gal po int of vi ew 
by the Tur kish go vern ment, the Kurds do not even exist in Tur key as the et hno cul tu ral and 
lin gu i stic gro up. For this re a son, the pro cess of Kur dish as si mi la tion in Tur key is on the way 
on. On the Kur dish qu e sti on in Tur key, see: Me tin He per, The Sta te and Kurds in Tur key: The 
Qu e sti on of As si mi la tion, New York: Pal gra ve Mac mil lan, 2007; Cenk Saraçoglu, Kurds of 
Mo dern Tur key: Mi gra tion, Neo li be ra lism and Ex clu si on in Tur kish So ci ety, Ta u ris Aca de mic 
Stu di es, 2010; Mic hael M. Gun ter, The Kurds: The Evol ving So lu tion to the Kur dish Pro blem 
in Iraq and Tur key, New York: Pal gra ve Mac mil lan, 2011; No ah Be ratsky (ed.), The Kurds, 
Gre en ha ven Press, 2013; Ra ma zan Aras, The For ma tion of Kur dis hness in Tur key: Po li ti cal 
Vi o len ce, Fe ar and Pain, Lon don-New York: Ro u tled ge, Taylor & Fran cis Gro up, 2014. 
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but in fact only to the NA TO: the ad mi ni stra tion of the Uni ted Na ti-
ons’ Mis sion in Ko so vo - the UN MIK, and the “in ter na ti o nal” mi li tary 
for ces - (the KFOR, Ko so vo For ces). Un for tu na tely, very soon this re-
spon si bi lity was to tally chal len ged as aro und 200.000 et hnic Serbs and 
mem bers of ot her non-Al ba nian com mu ni ti es we re ex pel led from the 
re gion by the lo cal et hnic Al ba ni ans led by the KLA’s ve te rans. At any 
ca se, mostly suf fe red the et hnic Serbs. It left to day only up to 3% of the 
non-Al ba ni ans in Ko so vo in com pa ri son to the pre-war si tu a tion out of 
a to tal num ber of the non-Al ba ni ans in this pro vin ce that was at le ast 
12%. Only up to March 2004 aro und 120 Serb Ort ho dox Chri stian re-
li gi o us ob jects and cul tu ral mo nu ments we re de va sta ted or de stroyed.8)

Ho we ver, the most ter ri ble in the se ri es of Ko so vo Al ba nian 
erup ti ons of vi o len ce aga inst the Serbs li ving in this re gion was or ga ni-
zed and car ried out bet we en March 17th-19th, 2004, ha ving all the fe a tu-
res of the Na zi-style or ga ni zed po groms. Du ring the tra gic events of the 
“March Po grom 2004”, in a de struc ti ve as sa ult of tens of tho u sands by 
Ko so vo Al ba ni ans led by ar med gro ups of re dres sed the KLA’s ve te rans 
(the Ko so vo Pro tec tion Cor pus - the KPC, a fu tu re Ko so vo Al ba nian re-
gu lar army), a syste ma tic et hnic cle an sing of the re ma i ning Serbs was 
car ried out, to get her with de struc tion of ho u ses, ot her pro perty, cul tu ral 
mo nu ments and Ser bian Ort ho dox Chri stian re li gi o us si tes. Ne vert he-
less, the in ter na ti o nal ci vil and mi li tary for ces in the re gion ha ve been 
only “stun ned” and “sur pri sed” what was go ing on. The “March Po-
grom 2004”, which re sul ted, ac cor ding to the do cu men tary so ur ces, in 
the loss of se ve ral tens of li ves, se ve ral hun dreds of wo un ded (in clu ding 
and the mem bers of the KFOR as well), mo re than 4.000 exi led et hnic 
Serbs, mo re than 800 Ser bian ho u ses set on fi re and 35 de stroyed or 
se ve rely da ma ged Ser bian Ort ho dox Chri stian chur ches and cul tu ral 
mo nu ments,9) su rely re ve a led the real si tu a tion on the gro und in Ko so-
vo even 60 years af ter the Ho lo ca ust du ring the WWII. Un for tu na tely, 
the at tempts of the Serbs and espe ci ally by the go vern ment of Ser bia at 

8) On this is sue, for in stan ce, see: Мир ко Чу пић, Оте та зе мља. Ко со во и Ме то хи ја (зло чи ни, 
про го ни, от по ри...), Бе о град: Но лит, 2006; 

 Vi deo: Bo ris Ma la gur ski, “Ko so vo: Can You Ima gi ne?”, Ca na da, 2009
 (http://www.youtu be.com/watch?v=9nHWsWOg tiw&in dex=2&list=PL999EB6ACC07

FC959); 
 Vi deo: “La Gu er ra In fi ni ta”, First part, RAI, Italy (http://www.youtu be.com/

watch?v=Ho2yXwa2dtE&in dex=21&list=PL999EB6ACC07FC959); 
 Vi deo: “La Gu er ra In fi ni ta”, Se cond part, RAI, Italy
 (http://www.youtu be.com/watch?v=8EnMJXvK7Bw&in dex=37&list=PL999EB6ACC07

FC959).

9)  March Po grom in Ko so vo and Me to hi ja. March 17-19, 2004 with a sur vay of de stroyed and 
en dan ge red Chri stian cul tu ral he ri ta ge, Bel gra de: Mi ni stry of Cul tu re of the Re pu blic of Ser-
bia-Mu se um in Pri šti na (dis pla ced), 2004, p. 8. 
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that ti me led by dr. Vo ji slav Ko štu ni ca (a le a der of the De moc ra tic Party 
of Ser bia) to call an in ter na ti o nal at ten tion to the hu man and mi no rity 
rights vi o la tion si tu a tion in this re gion pro ved to ha ve been both un suc-
cessful and ju sti fied.

It is thus ne ces sary to re i te ra te that et hnic cle an sing of the Serbs 
(and ot her non-Al ba nian po pu la tion) in the re gion of Ko so vo by the 
lo cal Al ba ni ans af ter the mid-Ju ne 1999 me ans put ting in to prac ti ce 
the an ni hi la tion of a Ser bian ter ri tory of ex qu i si te hi sto ric, spi ri tual, 
po li ti cal and cul tu ral top-le vel sig ni fi can ce in terms of the Ser bian na-
tion, sta te and the Church, and its every-day vi si ble tran sfor ma tion in to 
anot her Al ba nian sta te in the Bal kans with a real wish and pos si bi lity 
to unify it with a ne ig hbo ring mot her land Al ba nia. At such a way, the 
main ge o po li ti cal goal of the First Al ba nian Pri zren Le a gue from Ju ne 
1878 is be ing bro ught to its at ta in ment, in clu ding its im pli ca ti ons for 
the Pre še vo Val ley in So uth-East Ser bia, We stern Ma ce do nia up to the 
Ri ver of Var dar, a Gre ek por tion of the Epi rus pro vin ce and the Eastern 
Mon te ne gro. It is known that the Al ba nian po li ti cal wor kers re qu i red 
wit hin a fra me work of the First Al ba nian Pri zren Le a gue (1878-1881) 
a cre a tion of a Gre a ter Al ba nia as an auto no mo us pro vin ce in the Ot to-
man Em pi re com po sed by “all Al ba nian et hnic ter ri to ri es”. Mo re pre ci-
sely, it was re qu i red that fo ur Ot to man pro vin ces (vi layets) of Sco dra, 
Ioan ni na, Bi to la and Ko so vo wo uld be com bi ned in to a sin gle Al ba nian 
na ti o nal Ot to man pro vin ce of Vi layet of Al ba nia. Ho we ver, in two out 
of fo ur re qu i red “Al ba nian” pro vin ces - Bi to la and Ko so vo, the et hnic 
Al ba ni ans did not com po se even a sin gle ma jo rity at that ti me.10) Ne-
vert he less, such a Gre a ter Al ba nia with a ca pi tal in Ti ra na exi sted du-
ring the WWII un der Mus so li ni’s and Hi tler’s pro tec to ra te.

The Al ba nian na ti o nal mo ve ment, esta blis hed in ac cor dan ce with 
the pro gram of the First Al ba nian Pri zren Le a gue in 1878, is ke e ping on 
with its ter ro rist ac ti vi ti es up to day. It was par ti cu larly ac ti ve in the pe-
riod of Ita lian and Ger man sup por ted Gre a ter Al ba nia from April 1941 
to May 1945, when it un der to ok the or ga ni za tion of the Al ba nian Qu-
i sling net work of agents. Du ring this pe riod of ti me aro und 100.000 
Serbs from Ko so vo & Me to hi ja ha ve been ex pel led from the ir ho mes to 
ad di tion of aro und 200.000 ex pel led du ring So ci a list Yugo sla via from 
1945 to 1980 lead by Jo sip Broz Ti to who was of Slo ve ne and Cro at 
et hnic ori gin born in Cro a tia and no to ri o us an ti-Serb.11) The pro cess of 
ar ti cu la tion of the Al ba nian se ces si o nist mo ve ment in Ko so vo & Me-
to hi ja con ti nued du ring the post-WWII Yugo sla via and was car ried out 

10) Ду шан Т. Ба та ко вић, Ко со во и Ме то хи ја: Исто ри ја и иде о ло ги ја, Бе о град: Чи го ја штам-
па, 2007, p. 61.

11) On Ti to’s bi o graphy, see: Ja sper Ri dley, Ti to. Bi o gra fi ja, Za greb: Pro me tej, 2000; Пе ро Си-
мић, Ти то. Фе но мен 20. ве ка, Бе о град: Слу жбе ни гла сник-Све до ци епо хе, 2011.
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by Ko so vo Al ba nian an ti-Serb com mu nist par toc racy. The pro cess be-
ca me par ti cu larly in ten se and suc cessful in the pe riod bet we en 1968-
1989. For in stan ce, only from 1981 to 1987 the re we re 22.307 Serbs 
and Mon te ne grins who we re for ced to le a ve Ko so vo & Me to hi ja.12) The 
en tran ce of the NA TO’s tro ops in the re gion in Ju ne 1999 marks the 
be gin ning of the last sta ge of the Al ba nian-plan ned and car ried out the 
“Fi nal So lu tion” of the Ser bian Qu e sti on on the ter ri tory of Ko so vo & 
Me to hi ja – a hi sto ri cal and cul tu ral cra dle of the Ser bian na tion, but in 
which only the et hnic Al ba ni ans ha ve to li ve in the fu tu re.

In the light of the main Al ba nian goal – to esta blish et hni cally 
pu re Gre a ter Al ba nia – it is “un der stan da ble” why it is so im por tant to 
de stroy any Ser bian tra ce on the ter ri tory de fi ned by the aspi ra ti ons. 
The Al ba nian ter ro rism has been de ve lo ping for mo re than two cen tu-
ri es. It has the pro fi le of et hni cally, i.e. the Na zi-ra cist style mo ti va ted 
ter ro rism (li ke the Cro at one), mar ked by ex ces si ve ani mo sity aga inst 
the Serbs.13) Its prin ci pal fe a tu res are the fol lo wing:

1. All kinds of re pres si ve me a su res di rec ted aga inst the Ser-
bian po pu la tion.

2. Ca rrying prac ti cal ac ti ons to for ce the Serbs to le a ve the ir 
ho mes.

3. De va sta tion of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Chri stian re li gi o us ob-
jects and ot her cul tu ral mo nu ments be lon ging to the Ser bian 
na tion which are cle arly te stifying ten cen tu ri es long pre sen-
ce of the Serbs in Ko so vo & Me to hi ja.

4. De struc tion of the com ple te in fra struc tu re used by the mem-
bers of the Ser bian com mu nity.

5. De struc tion of the Ser bian ce me te ri es what me ans de fac to 
de struc tion of the hi sto ri cal ro ots of the Serbs in the re gion.

A long stan ding Mu slim Al ba nian op pres sion and ter ror aga inst 
the Chri stian Ort ho dox Ser bian com mu nity in Ko so vo & Me to hi ja is a 
spe ci fic phe no me non with the gra ve con se qu en ces not only for the lo cal 
Serbs. It be ca me, ho we ver, cle ar that so o ner or la ter it will bring abo ut 
se ve re pro blems for the rest of Euro pe as well.

Ten years ha ve pas sed from the „March Po grom 2004“ and fif-
teen years sin ce the NA TO’s mi li tary ag gres sion aga inst a so ve re ign 
Euro pean sta te of the FRY. At the mo ment, the cru cial qu e sti ons are:

1) What go als did NA TO pur sue? 

12) Је врем Дам ња но вић, Ко сов ска гол го та, Бе о град: Ин тер вју, спе ци јал но из да ње, (22. ок-
то бар) 1988, p. 38. 

13) On ter ro rism in Yugo sla via, see: Ра до слав Га ћи но вић, На си ље у Ју го сла ви ји, Бе о град: 
Евро, 2002.
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2) Whet her it ma na ged to co pe with its tasks in the fol lo wing 
(15) years?

3) What did the se years bring to tho se who threw bombs and 
tho se who we re at tac ked?

It has to be ma de cle ar that du ring the Ko so vo War the NA TO 
did not ac hi e ve a mi li tary vic tory as it fa i led to de stroy the army of the 
FRY and the sol di ers’ mo ra le. Ho we ver, a cam pa ign of bom bing got the 
right po li ti cal at mosp he re for de stroying Ser bia (pur po sely not so much 
Mon te ne gro) and for im po sing the ir con di ti ons on the Ser bian go vern-
ment, in clu ding the ru les of the co o pe ra tion with the EU, the In ter na-
ti o nal Cri mi nal Tri bu nal for the For mer Yugo sla via (in the Ha gue) and 
with the NA TO as well. Af ter Ju ne 1999 Ser bia lost al most all op por tu-
ni ti es to con trol its own sta te’s so ve re ignty, ter ri to rial in te grity and na-
ti o nal se cu rity be co ming in a pu re sen se of me a ning a we stern po li ti cal 
and eco no mic co lony. Af ter se ve ral years of inju sti ce and pu nis hment 
by the West be fo re 1999 the Serbs as a na tion lost the will to fight, to 
re sist as they we re prac ti cally alo ne when tried to re pel the at tack of the 
po wer ful we stern mi li tary al li an ce in March-Ju ne 1999. As a con se qu-
en ce, af ter Ju ne 1999 it be ca me much easi er for the West to con ti nue a 
pro cess of de struc tion of Yugo sla via and to ca rry out a po licy of tran-
sfor ming the re gion in to its own co lo nial do main with oc cu pied Ko so vo 
& Me to hi ja as the best exam ple of „die rückke hr des ko lo ni a li smus“.14)

In Oc to ber 2000 Slo bo dan Mi lo se vić, who was a head of Ser bia 
for ten years, was ousted by the stre et re vo lu tion putsch-style li ke it was 
do ne with Ukra i nian pre si dent Vik tor Ja nu ko vich in Ki ev in Fe bru ary 
2004.15) At first sight, the mo ve ca me as unex pec ted, easy and le gal, in 
the ot her words - Yugo sla via’s ho me af fa ir. Ho we ver, the „Re vo lu tion 
of the Fifth Oc to ber 2000“ in Bel gra de, in fact, had been very tho ro-
ughly pre pa red by spe cial di vi si ons („Ot por“ or „Re si stan ce“) spon-
so red by the West, espe ci ally by the CIA. The met hod pro ved to be so 
suc cessful that, ac cor ding to one we stern do cu men tary mo vie ba sed on 
the te sti mo ni es by the mem bers of the Ser bian “Ot por“ mo ve ment, it 
was la ter used in Ge or gia (the „Ro se Re vo lu tion“ in No vem ber 2003) 
and Ukra i ne (the „Oran ge Re vo lu tion“ from la te No vem ber 2004 to Ja-
nu ary 2005 and fi nally in 2013/2014), but fa i led in Mol do va and Iran in 
2009. The sa me so ur ce cla ims that the Ge or gian op po si tion we re ta ught 

14) Han nes Hof ba u er, Eks pe ri ment Ko so vo: Po vra tak ko lo ni ja li zma, Be o grad: Al ba tros Plus, 
2009 (ori gi nal ti tle: Ex pe ri ment Ko so vo: Die Rückke hr des Ko lo ni a li smus).

15) On the stre et-putsch in Ukra i ne in Fe bru ary 2004, see: „Vi tren ko Says World Must Na me 
‚Neo-Na zi Putsch‘ in Ukra i ne; Ci tes Zepp-La Ro uc he on Dan ger of World War III“ (http://
la ro uc he pac.com/no de/29889). 
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in Ser bia, whi le the ir Ukra i nian col le a gu es of the „Oran ge Re vo lu tion“ 
we re dril led al so in Ser bia and in Ge or gia.16)

From the ti me of the end of the Cold War (1989) Ser bia re ma i ned 
as a symbol of in de pen den ce and di so be di en ce to the NA TO’s World 
Or der in Euro pe. Ho we ver, the new aut ho ri ti es in Ser bia af ter Oc to ber 
2000 obeyed to the NA TO’s World Or der and everything went smo-
othly. The di smem ber ment of the FRY star ted when ha ving ar ri ved in 
Bel gra de in Fe bru ary 2003, Ja vi er So la na, a top the EU re pre sen ta ti ve 
and of fi cial, sug ge sted to a gro up of of fi ci als from Ser bia and Mon te-
ne gro to ad mit that the FRY ce a sed to exist, and adopt the Con sti tu tion 
char ter, writ ten in Brus sels. Its text was proc la i ming, for the be gin ning, 
the ap pe a ran ce of a new co un try. So la na did not fa ce any re si stan ce. 
Con se qu ently, the FRY was re na med to the Sta te Union of Ser bia and 
Mon te ne gro, and of fi ci ally abo lis hed the na me ‘’Yugo sla via’’ that was 
in of fi cial use from 1929. In 2006 Mon te ne gro and Ser bia dec la red in-
de pen den ce, the reby en ding the com mon So uth Sla vic sta te (only Bul-
ga ri ans ha ve been out from this sta te as the So uth Slavs) esta blis hed in 
1918 un der the ori gi nal na me of the King dom of the Serbs, Cro ats and 
Slo ve nes (this na me was used till 1929). It was Ja vi er So la na who did it 
re gar dless the fact that he up to day re ma ins a war cri mi nal for ma jo rity 
of the Serbs as he bom bed the ir co un try in 1999 as the Ge ne ral Sec re-
tary of the NA TO kil ling 3.500 ci ti zens of Ser bia in clu ding and chil dren 
and wo men with a ma te rial da ma ge to the co un try aro und 200.000 bil-
lion US $.17)

Af ter the year of 2000 it was easi er to im ple ment the NA TO’s 
plans which se e med simply fan ta stic un der Slo bo dan Mi lo še vić as pre-
si dent of Ser bia and la ter the FRY.18) The last Yugo sla via (Ser bia & 
Mon te ne gro) was un der mi ned, its in te gra tion slo wed down till fi nal 
dis so lu tion in 2006 and Ser bia’s strength ex ha u sted. What the NA TO, 
USA and EU fa i led to ac hi e ve in the ca stle of Ram bo u il let (in Fran ce) 
in 1998/1999 (du ring the ul ti ma tum-ne go ti a ti ons with S. Mi lo še vić on 
Ko so vo cri sis) and thro ugh 78 days of cruel and in hu man bom bing in 
March-Ju ne 1999, they got on July 18th, 2005, when Ser bia and Mon te-
ne gro sig ned a deal with the NA TO "On the Li nes of Com mu ni ca tion". 
This was a tec hni cal agre e ment which al lows the NA TO's per son nel 
and equ ip ment to tran sit thro ugh the co un try. Un der the deal, the NA TO 

16) Vi deo: „Beyond the Re vo lu ti ons: The CIA’s Ot por Or ga ni za tion“ (http://www.youtu be.com/
watch?v=ZWhtdPZNsns).

17) On the NA TO’s „hu ma ni ta rian“ in ter ven tion in Yugo sla via, see: Da vid N. Gibbs, First Do No 
Harm: Hu ma ni ta rian In ter ven tion and the De struc tion of Yugo sla via, Nas hvil le: Van der bilt 
Uni ver sity Press, 2009.

18) On Slo bo dan Mi lo še vić from the we stern per spec ti ve, see: Lo u is Sell, Slo bo dan Mi lo se vic 
and the de struc tion of Yugo sla via, Dur ham-Lon don: Du ke Uni ver sity Press, 2002; Adam Le-
Bor, Mi lo se vic. A Bi o graphy, Lon don-Ber lin-New York-Sydney: Blo om sbury, 2012.
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co uld enjoy such op por tu ni ti es for qu i te a long ti me - "un til all pe a ce-
ke e ping ope ra ti ons in the Bal kans are over". Thus the NA TO was gi ven 
the green light to en lar ge its pre sen ce in the re gion and con trol the army 
of both Ser bia and Mon te ne gro. On April 1st, 2009 Al ba nia and Cro a tia 
ha ve com ple ted the ac ces sion pro cess, and ha ve jo i ned the NA TO as 
full mem bers and at a such a way sur ro un ding Ser bia and Mon te ne gro 
by NA TO mem bers from all si des ex cept from Bo snian-Her ze go vi nian. 
To day the Bal kans are NA TO's per ma nent mi li tary ba se. For in stan-
ce, in Oc to ber 2008 Ser bia's de fen ce mi ni ster and the NA TO's of fi ci als 
sig ned agre e ment on in for ma tion se cu rity, which al lows the NA TO to 
con trol everyone who de als with the ir do cu ments or just co o pe ra tes 
with them. For the very re a son the NA TO in si sted on sec recy of the ne-
go ti a ti ons with Ser bia.

The af ter math of the 1999 ag gres sion on Ser bia and Mon te ne gro 
for the NA TO was the most fa vo u ra ble. No body con dem ned NA TO 
and they felt even mo re con fi dent in glo bal per spec ti ve (Afg ha ni stan 
in 2001, Iraq in 2003...). In the re cent years the world has wit nes sed 
that the NA TO was ma king se ve ral at tempts of its own ex pan si on. Cur-
rently, the NA TO's mi li tary bloc is oc cupying mo re po si ti ons at the Bal-
kans, using old and bu il ding new mi li tary camps with at tempt to in clu-
de in to its or ga ni za tion Mon te ne gro and Bo snia-Her ze go vi na (the la ter 
one af ter can cel la tion of the Re pu blic of Srp ska). Still exi sting a hu ge 
NA TO's mi li tary camp „Bond steel“ in Ko so vo & Me to hi ja is the best 
pro of that the re gion is go ing to be un der the US/NA TO's do mi nan ce 
for a lon ger pe riod of ti me if the ba lan ce bet we en the Gre at Po wers (the 
US/Rus sia/Chi na) will not be chan ged. Ho we ver, the cur rent cri sis over 
Ukra i ne is the first he rald of such chan ge, i.e. of the be gin ning of the 
new Cold War era.

The most di sap po in ted fact in the pre sent post-war Ko so vo re-
a lity is for su re an et hnic and cul tu ral cle an sing of all non-Al ba ni ans 
and not-Al ba nian cul tu ral he ri ta ge un der the NA TO/KFOR/EULEX/
UN MIK um brel la. The pro ofs are evi dent and vi si ble on every cor ner 
of Ko so vo ter ri tory, but pur po sely not co ve red by the we stern mass 
me dia and po li ti ci ans. For in stan ce, on the ar ri val of the KFOR (an in-
ter na ti o nal, but in fact the NA TO’s „Ko so vo For ces“) and the UN MIK 
(the „Uni ted Na ti ons’ Mis sion in Ko so vo“) to Ko so vo & Me to hi ja in 
1999, all na mes of the towns and stre ets in this pro vin ce we re re na med 
to ha ve the (Mu slim) Al ba nian forms or new na mes. The mo nu ments to 
Ser bian he ro es li ke the mo nu ment de vo ted to du ke La zar (who led the 
Ser bian Chri stian army du ring the Ko so vo Bat tle on Ju ne 28th, 1389 
aga inst the Mu slim Turks) in the town of Gnji la ne, we re de mo lis hed. 
The Serbs we re and are get ting kil led, as sas si na ted, wo un ded and ab-
duc ted, the ir ho u ses bur ned to the gro und. As we men ti o ned ear li er, the 
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most in fa mo us et hnic cle an sing was do ne bet we en March 17th and 19th 
2004 – the „March Po grom“.

As of to day, a num ber of the Serbs that we re kil led or went mis-
sing in Ko so vo & Me to hi ja from Ju ne 1999 on ward (af ter the KFOR 
ar ri ved), is me a su red in tho u sands, the num ber of de mo lis hed Ser bian 
Chri stian Ort ho dox chur ches and mo na ste ri es is me a su red in hun dreds, 
and the num ber of bur ned down Ser bian ho u ses in tens of tho u sands. 
Even tho ugh the KFOR had as much as 50.000 sol di ers in the be gin ning 
as well as se ve ral tho u sand of po li ce men and ci vi lian mis sion mem bers, 
ma inly no ne of the abo ve men ti o ned cri mes ha ve been sol ved. In fact, 
mur de ring a Serb in Ko so vo is not con si de red as a cri me, on a con trary, 
the mur de rers of chil dren and the el derly are be ing re war ded as he ro es 
by the ir et hnic Al ba nian com pa tri ots. The pro vin ce is al most et hni cally 
cle a ned li ke Al ba nia and Cro a tia. For the mat ter-of-fact, ac cor ding to 
the last pre-war of fi cial Yugo slav cen sus of 1991 the re we re 13% of 
non-Al ba ni ans in Ko so vo & Me to hi ja (in re a lity su rely mo re). Ho we-
ver, it is esti ma ted that to day 97% of Ko so vo & Me to hi ja’s po pu la tion 
is only the et hnic Al ba nian. In the light of the main na ti o nal goal by the 
Al ba ni ans – the esta blis hment of anot her Al ba nian sta te in the Bal kans 
and Euro pe, as the first step to wards the pan-Al ba nian sta te uni fi ca tion 
– we can „un der stand“ why it is im por tant to de stroy any Ser bian tra ce 
in the „ter ri tory de fi ned by the aspi ra ti ons“.19) 

The fi nal sta ge of cut ting of Ko so vo & Me to hi ja from the ir mot-
her land of Ser bia ca me on Fe bru ary 17th, 2008 when Ko so vo Al ba ni-
ans re ce i ved Was hing ton’s per mis sion to proc la im its for mal (qu a si)
in de pen den ce what hap pe ned in fact la ter than ex pec ted by Rus sia and 
Chi na. At the UN Se cu rity Co un cil Mo scow said „no“ to Ko so vo’s in-
de pen den ce as Rus sia re spects in te rests of Ser bia and of fi ci ally con-
demns all at tempts to im po se de ci si ons on ot her mem bers of the in ter-
na ti o nal com mu nity by bre a king the in ter na ti o nal law (in the Ko so vo & 
Me to hi ja ca se it is the UN Re so lu tion 1244). The fact is that the Serbs 
ha ve not for got ten Ko so vo, but ha ve not do ne much abo ut it eit her. 
Now the re are so me 80 sta tes that re cog ni zed Ko so vo in de pen den ce, 
in clu ding 23 EU and 24 NA TO mem bers (out of 192 UNO mem bers).20) 
Al most all of them are the ne ig hbo urs of Ser bia and with the ex cep ti on 
of Bo snia-Her ze go vi na all the ex-Yugo slav re pu blics ha ve re cog ni zed 
Ko so vo. Bo snia-Her ze go vi na did not re cog ni ze it for the very re a son: 
the Re pu blic of Srp ska, still as an auto no mo us po li ti cal unit wit hin Bo-

19) On this is sue, see: Pe tar V. Gru jić, Ko so vo Knot and De struc tion of Yugo sla via, Vil ni us, 2014 
(http://ko so vo-knot.webs.com/). 

20) On Ko so vo’s tran si tion to (qu a si)in de pen den ce, see: Aidan He hir (ed.), Ko so vo, In ter ven tion 
and Sta te bu il ding: The In ter na ti o nal Com mu nity and the Tran si tion to In de pen den ce, Lon-
don-New York: Ro u tled ge, Taylor & Fran cis Gro up, 2010. On the qu e sti on of con te sted sta tes, 
see: Deon Gel den huys, Con te sted Sta tes in World Po li tics, Lon don-New York: Pal gra ve Mac-
mil lan, 2009. 
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snia-Her ze go vi na along si de with the Mu slim-Cro at Fe de ra tion ac cor-
ding to the Dayton/Pa ris Pe a ce Agre e ment in 1995, has and use the 
ve to right. At the mo ment, in Ko so vo the re is the EULEX (Euro pean 
ci vil mis sion) and the Ko so vo is sue is gra du ally be ing mo ved out of the 
UNO ju ris dic tion and out of re ach of the Rus sian ve to in the UN Se cu-
rity Co un cil be co ming mo re and mo re the NA TO and the EU go ver ned 
ter ri tory. The re is and the so-cal led Ko so vo Se cu rity For ces (in fact the 
re dres sed mem bers of the KLA, which is for med ac cor ding to Mart ti 
Ah ti sa a ri’s plan with ac ti ve sup port from the NA TO to be in the next 
years tran sfor med in to the re gu lar Army of the Re pu blic of Ko so vo.

What is true abo ut to day po li ti cal re a lity in Ko so vo & Me to hi ja 
is a fact that this ter ri tory in a form of a cli ent (qu a si)sta te is gi ven to 
be ad mi ni ste red by the mem bers of the KLA – a mi li tary or ga ni za tion 
which was in 1998 proc la i med by the US ad mi ni stra tion as a ter ro rist 
one. Anyway, the KLA is the first suc cessful re bel li o us mo ve ment and 
ter ro rist or ga ni sa tion in Euro pe af ter the WWII. The mo ve ment was 
ori gi nally de ve lo ped from a tiny Al ba nian di a spo ra in Swit zer land in 
the se cond half of the 1980s to aro und 18.000 sol di ers21) fi nan ced and 
cle arly sup por ted by all me ans by the US ad mi ni stra tion.22) In or der to 
re a li ze its own cru cial po li ti cal task – a se pa ra tion of Ko so vo & Me to-
hi ja pro vin ce from the rest of Ser bia with a pos si bi lity to uni te it with 
Al ba nia, the KLA was al lied with the NA TO bet we en 1997-1999. The 
KLA's stra tegy of the war ter ror was ba sed on a long tra di tion of the Al-
ba ni ans to op po se by arms any or ga ni zed aut ho rity in a form of a sta te 
from the Ot to man ti me up to day. Ho we ver, the mi li tary in ter ven tion by 
the NA TO in 1999 aga inst Ser bia and Mon te ne gro over the Ko so vo qu-
e sti on was por trayed in the Ame ri can and the West Euro pean me dia as 
a ne ces sary step to pre vent the Ser bian ar med for ces from re pe a ting the 
et hnic cle an sing in Bo snia-Her ze go vi na. But the truth was that Ser bia 
tra i ned its mi li tary on Ko so vo & Me to hi ja be ca u se of an on go ing ar-
med strug gle by the KLA's ter ro rist and se pa ra tist or ga ni za tion to wrest 
in de pen den ce from Ser bia for the sa ke of cre a tion of a Gre a ter Al ba nia 
with et hni cally pu re Ko so vo & Me to hi ja and la ter on the we stern parts 
of the FYR of Ma ce do nia, the Eastern Mon te ne gro and the Gre ek Epi-
rus.23)

21) Ja mes Pet ti fer, The Ko so va Li be ra tion Army: Un der gro und War to Bal kan In sur gency, 1948-
2001, Lon don: C. Hurst & Co. (Pu blis hers) Ltd, 2012, the back co ver. This bo ok is of fi cial 
hi story of the KLA or de red and fi nan ced by the Al ba nian-run Ko so vo go vern ment com po sed 
by the KLA ve te rans.

22) Si ni sa Lje po je vic, Ko so vo Murky Re a lity, Blo o ming ton, In di a na: Aut hor sHo u se, 2008, p. 1.

23) See pro-Al ba nian and pro-we stern po ints of vi ew on hi sto ri cal bac kgro und for the KLA with 
de scri bed its ac ti vi ti es up to and in clu ding the NA TO in ter ven tion: He nry H. Per ritt Jr. Ko so vo 
Li be ra tion Army: The In si de Story of An In sur gency, Uni ver sity of Il li no is, 2008. The Al ba-
nian KLA is not les ser se pa ra tist and ter ro rist than, for in stan ce, the Kur dish PKK. Ho we ver, 
it is al lo wed for the Tur kish go vern ment by the „in ter na ti o nal“ com mu nity to use all le gal 
and ot her me ans to fight the PKK in clu ding and a cle ar vi o la tion of the hu man rights. On the 
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Ne vert he less, an ac ti ve US Pre si dent Bar rack Oba ma con gra tu-
la ted at the very be gin nig of his pre si den tial man da te the le a ders of the 
„mul ti et hnic, in de pen dent and de moc ra tic Ko so vo“ re gar dless to the 
facts that tho se le a ders (espe ci ally Has him Tac hi – the „Sna ke“ and 
Ra mush Ha ra di nay) are pro ved to be no to ri o us war cri mi nals, that the 
re gion (sta te?) is not eit her mul ti cul tu ral, nor re ally in de pen dent and 
par ti cu larly not de moc ra tic one. Ho we ver, the re are se ve ral of fi cial 
EU’s dec la ra ti ons and unof fi cial po li ti cal sta te ments en co u ra ging Bel-
gra de and Pri šti na to co o pe ra te and „de ve lop ne ig hbo urly re la ti ons“ 
what prac ti cally me ans for Ser bia that Bel gra de has firstly to re cog ni ze 
Al ba nian Ko so vo in de pen den ce in or der to be co me the EU mem ber 
sta te af ter the years or even de ca des of ne go ti a ti ons. The anot her fact is 
that the pro cess of in ter na ti o nal re cog ni zing of the Ko so vo’s in de pen-
den ce is much slo wer that Pri šti na and Was hing ton ex pec ted at the be-
gin ning. From the ti me of Ko so vo’s self-proc la ma tion of in de pen den ce 
Ser bia’s gre a test di plo ma tic „suc cess“ is the ma jo rity of vo tes in 2008 
of the UNO Ge ne ral As sembly sup por ting the de ci sion that the ca se of 
Ko so vo in de pen den ce sho uld be con si de red by the In ter na ti o nal Co urt 
of Ju sti ce in the Ha gue (esta blis hed in 1899). On the one hand, the Co-
urt’s de ci sion on the is sue in July 2010 was very fa vo u ra ble for Ko so-
vo’s Al ba nian (the KLA’s) se pa ra tists and ter ro rists as it was con clu ded 
a ver dict that an uni la te ral proc la ma tion of Ko so vo’s in de pen den ce in 
Fe bru ary 2008 was do ne wit hin a fra me work of the in ter na ti o nal law. 
Ho we ver, on the ot her hand, the Co urt’s ver dict in 2010 al ready be ca-
me al so very fa vo u ra ble for se pa ra tism mo ve ments el sew he re li ke in 
March 2014 for the se pa ra tists in Cri mean Pe nin su la or maybe soon 
for the ir col le a gu es from Ca ta lo nia, Sco tland, the Nort hern Italy (Le-
ga Nord)...24) Ko so vo’s self-proc la ma tion of in de pen den ce has a di rect 
do mi no ef fect only a few months la ter when in August 2008 the So uth 
Os se tia and Ab kha zia did the sa me from Ge or gia.25)

qu e sti on of the PKK party, see: Ali Ke mal Özcan, Tur key’s Kurds: A The o re ti cal Analysis of 
the PKK and Ab dul lah Öcalan, Lon don-New York: Ro u tled ge, Taylor & Fran cis Gro up, 2006; 
Ali za Mar cus, Blood and Be li ef: The Kur dish Fight for In de pen den ce, New York-Lon don: 
New York Uni ver sity Press, 2007; Ab dul lah Öcalan, Pri son Wri tings: The PKK and the Kur-
dish Qu e sti on in the 21st Cen tury, Lon don: Tran sme dia Pu blis hing Ltd, 2011; Char les Stro zi er, 
Ja mes Frank, The PKK: Fi nan cial So ur ces, So cial and Po li ti cal Di men si ons, VDM-Ver lag Dr. 
Müller, 2011. 

24) On Le ga Nord, see: An na Cen to Bull, Mark Gil bert, The Le ga Nord and the Nort hern Qu e-
sti on in Ita lian Po li tics, New York: Pal gra ve Mac mil lan, 2001; Tho mas W. Gold, The Le ga 
Nord and Con tem po rary Po li tics in Italy, New York: Pal gra ve Mac mil lan, 2003; Man lio Gra-
zi a no, The Fa i lu re of Ita lian Na ti on hood: The Ge o po li tics of a Tro u bled Iden tity, New York: 
Pal gra ve Mac mil lan, 2010; An drej Za slo ve, The Re-In ven tion of the Euro pean Ra di cal Right: 
Po pu lism, Re gi o na lism, and the Ita lian Le ga Nord, Mon treal & King ston-Lon don-It ha ca: 
McGill-Qu e ens Uni ver sity Press, 2011.

25) Vla di slav B. So ti ro vić, “Ko so vo and the Ca u ca sus: A Do mi no Ef fect”,Vla di slav B. So ti ro vić, 
Bal ca nia: Sci en ti fic Ar tic les in En glish, Vil ni us: Lit hu a nian Uni ver sity of Edu ca ti o nal Sci en-
ces Press „Edu ko lo gi ja“, 2013, pp. 130-141.
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The (murky) re a lity in the pre sent day Ko so vo & Me to hi ja, on 
the ot her si de, is that the re is not a sin gle et hnic Al ba nian party at the 
de eply di vi ded Ko so vo’s po li ti cal sce ne which wo uld be ready to ac-
cept a „pe a ce ful re in te gra tion“ of the re gion in to Ser bia’s po li ti cal sphe-
re and the re is no a sin gle et hnic Al ba nian po li ti cian who is not con cer-
ned abo ut the dan ger po sed by the „di vi sion of Ko so vo“ to the Al ba nian 
(ma jor) part and Ser bian (mi nor) part and do es not op po se slig htest sug-
ge sti ons of the Ser bian auto nomy for the nort hern por tion of Ko so vo & 
Me to hi ja. Ho we ver, what is mo re im por tant: Ko so vo’s et hnic Al ba nian 
le a ders and even the ci ti zens of the Al ba nian et hnic ori gin do not even 
con si der na ti o nal di lem ma li ke „Euro pe or in de pen den ce!“ The re is no 
do ubt what the ir an swer is go ing to be in that ca se. On the ot her si de, 
what is go ing on abo ut and in Ser bia? The an swer is that a na tion una ble 
to ma ke a cho i ce bet we en a ter ri to rial in te grity on the one si de, and a 
mem ber ship in an in ter na ti o nal as so ci a tion (alt ho ugh an im por tant one) 
on the ot her, i.e. a na tion who can not cho o se bet we en the se two „pri o-
ri ti es“ re ally de ser ves to lo se both.

At the end, if the in ter na ti o nal law and fi xed or der are bro ken on 
the one si de of the glo be (ex. Ko so vo, Afg ha ni stan, Iraq) it is not hing 
stran ge to ex pect that the sa me law and or der are go ing to be bro ken 
so mew he re el se (ex. at the Ca u ca sus, Ukra i ne, Spain, Uni ted King dom, 
Italy, Fran ce...) fol lo wing the lo gic of the so-cal led „do mi no ef fect“ 
re ac tion in the in ter na ti o nal re la ti ons. Fi nally, it has to be no ted that 
if the Al ba nian ex tre mism is not stop ped, the FYR of Ma ce do nia and 
Mon te ne gro will ha ve to gi ve parts of the ir ter ri to ri es po pu la ted by the 
et hnic Al ba ni ans (the We stern Ma ce do nia and the Eastern Mon te ne-
gro). In this ca se, Euro pe will ha ve to de ci de how to di scuss the is sue of 
the bor ders’ re vi sion and how to re cog ni ze a new en lar ged sta te of (the 
Gre a ter) Al ba nia. 
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ВладиславБ.Сотировић 
КОСОВОИМЕТОХИЈА:ДЕСЕТГОДИНА
НАКОН„МАРТОВСКОГПОГРОМА2004“

Резиме
Овај рад се ба ви пи та њем по ли тич ких и људ ских/ма њин ских 

пра ва у ре ги о ну Ко со ва и Ме то хи је де сет го ди на на кон „Мар тов-
ског по гро ма 2004“ и пет на ест го ди на на кон вој не агре си је НА ТО-а 
на Ср би ју и Цр ну Го ру и оку па ци је ре ги о на. Зна чај ове ис тра жи вач-
ке те ме се са сто ји у чи ње ни ци да је пр ви пут у европ ској исто ри ји 
ство ре на (ква зи) не за ви сна те ро ри стич кa др жа ва и под вла шћу ма-
фи је по мо ћу пу ног ди пло мат ског, по ли тич ког, еко ном ског, вој ног 
и фи нан сиј ског по кро ви тељ ства За па да, под ки шо бра ном упра ве 
НА ТО-а и ЕУ. Пре се дан са мо про кла мо ва не не за ви сно сти Ко со ва у 
фе бру а ру 2008. је већ про из вео не ко ли ко не га тив них по сле ди ца у 
ви ду „до ми но ефек та“ на дру гим ме сти ма у Евро пи (Кав каз, крим-
ско по лу о стр во...). Циљ овог ра да је да пред ста ви тре нут ну си ту а-
ци ју на Ко со ву и Ме то хи ји и мо гу ће по сле ди це ко сов ског слу ча ја 
на ме ђу на род не од но се и пост-хлад но ра тов ски свет ски по ре дак. У 
крат кој ана ли зи са да шње си ту а ци је на Ко со ву и Ме то хи ји, ра ди 
по сти за ња ис тра жи вач ког ци ља, ко ри шће ни су ком па ра тив ни ме-
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тод, ме тод ана ли зе до ку ме на та и ме тод упо ред не ана ли зе по да та ка 
из из во ра и ли те ра ту ре.
Кључ не ре чи:  Ко со во, Ме то хи ја, те ро ри зам, се па ра ти зам, НА ТО, ЕУ, 

без бед ност, Ју го сла ви ја.

* Овај рад је примљен 25. фебруара 2014. године а прихваћен за штампу на састанку 
Редакције 25. марта 2014. године.




