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ACHIEVEMENTS AND FAILURES 
OF DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS 

IN SERBIA AF TER 2000

Sum mary
In the ar tic le “Ac hi e ve ments and Fa i lu res of De moc ra tic Go-

vern ments in Ser bia” Dr Pri bi ce vic analyzed tran si tion in Ser bia af ter 
2000. As a gre a test ac hi e ve ments he po in ted out that de moc racy be co-
me “only ga me in the town”, that po li ti cal kil lings we re stop ped, that 
Ser bia again be co me part of world and euro pean com mu nity and that 
stan dard of li ving has im pro ved. On the ot her si de, Dr Pri bi ce vic un-
der li ned slow EU in te gra tion pro cess, jo bles sness, cor rup tion and or ga-
ni zed cri me as a gre a test chal len ges for new de moc ra tic go vern ments 
in Ser bia af ter 2000. His con clu sion is that only thro ugh the con cre te 
pro cess of ac ce ding to the EU Ser bia will be able to re ach a cer tain le vel 
of stan dards and ac cept EU va lu es and ru les of be ha vi or. Wit ho ut fast 
con cre te steps to wards EU Ser bia will con ti nue to be pre oc cu pied with 
its own past and myths. 
Key words: Euro pe, the Euro pean Union, Ser bia, ac hi e ve ments and fa i lu res of 

De moc ra tic Go vern ments. 
Af ter ten years of fig hting Slo bo dan Mi lo se vic’s aut ho ri ta rian re-

gi me, the pe o ple of Ser bia fi nally over threw him on Oc to ber 5, 2000. 
They we re ex pec ting that pretty soon Ser bia wo uld soon join the EU, 
that the eco nomy wo uld flo u rish, that the stan dard of li ving wo uld be 
hig her and unem ployment lo wer. Ten years on, Ser bia is not even a 
can di da te for EU mem ber ship. Ser bia did not hand over Ge ne ral Rat ko 
Mla dic to the Ha gue Tri bu nal. The stan dard of li ving - with the ave ra ge 
sa lary stan ding at 300 Euros - ranks amongst the lo west in Euro pe. The 
pro blems are ob vi o usly much big ger and de e per than many co uld ha ve 
even ima gi ned ten years ago. Ser bia with its hi story, pro blems with Ko-
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so vo and Me to hi ja and its own tra di tion was the fra me work in which 
the post-2000 chan ges to ok pla ce. 

In this ar tic le I will firstly outli ne the po si ti ve ac hi e ve ments sin ce 
2000. Then I will pre sent the main fa i lu res and go on to ex pla in why 
re forms ha ve been so slow. Why is Ser bia lag ging be hind many ot her 
co un tri es in tran si tion? 

Be fo re outli ning the po si ti ve ac hi e ve ments let’s start by gi ving a 
bri ef over vi ew of what has hap pe ned in Ser bia in the de ca de be hind us. 
Ser bia has over the past de ca de wit nes sed con stant fig hting bet we en the 
par ti es of the so-cal led de moc ra tic bloc. The main pro blem was that the 
two le a ding po li ti ci ans who had re pla ced Mi lo se vic, Ser bian Pri me Mi-
ni ster Zo ran Djin djic and Yugo slav Pre si dent Vo ji slav Ko stu ni ca, spent 
the vast ma jo rity of the ir ti me in an ex ha u sting po li ti cal con flict in stead 
of trying to re form the sta te struc tu res, the ju di ci ary, po li ce, army, edu-
ca tion, he alth system. No ne of Ser bia’s chi ef in sti tu ti ons we re wor king 
pro perly – the par li a ment was bloc ked, the Na ti o nal Bank Go ver nor 
was sac ked and the new one was not pro perly ap po in ted; pre si den tial 
elec ti ons we re ob struc ted three ti mes in a row and Ser bia had no Pre si-
dent for qu i te so me ti me. Furt her mo re, Pri me Mi ni ster Zo ran Djin djic 
was as sas si na ted in March 2003. 

Du ring last de ca de Mon te ne gro left the Union with Ser bia and 
be ca me in de pen dent in Ju ne 2006. Ser bian so uth pro vin ce Ko so vo 
proc la i med its own in de pen dency in 2008. Ko so vo is a par ti cu larly pa-
in ful is sue sin ce it is con si de red to be the cul tu ral and re li gi o us he art of 
Ser bia. As op po sed to the suc cess sto ri es of so me ot her tran si tion co-
un tri es li ke Slo ve nia, Hun gary, the Czech Re pu blic, which we re ta king 
big stri des to wards the EU and NA TO, the new aut ho ri ti es in Ser bia 
had to ad dress the pro blems of the past. The new de moc ra ti cally elec ted 
go vern ments had to deal with Ko so vo and Me to hi ja, the bre a kup of the 
Union of Ser bia and Mon te ne gro, Slo bo dan Mi lo se vic’s han do ver to 
the ICTY. They still ha ve to find and hand over Bo snian Serb Ge ne ral 
Rat ko Mla dic in dic ted for war cri mes.  

If one al so ta kes in to ac co unt the 1990s, du ring which Ser bia 
went thro ugh wars, san cti ons, po verty, hype rin fla tion, NA TO air stri-
kes, the de va sta tion of its eco nomy and a mas si ve brain drain of its 
young and well edu ca ted pe o ple, it is not dif fi cult to un der stand why 
Ser bia is still lag ging be hind so me ot her for mer Yugo slav sta tes in EU 
in te gra tion. Not to men tion co un tri es li ke Hun gary, Po land or Slo va kia, 
which we re far be hind Ser bia only twenty years ago. 

Now, I will try to an swer the qu e sti on : what we re the ac hi e-
ve ments of Oc to ber 5th 2000? The most im por tant one is that de moc-
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racy, to qu o te Linz’s fa mo us phra se, has be co me the “only ga me in the 
town”. That me ans that go vern ments pe a ce fully step down af ter lo sing 
elec ti ons – this is exactly what hap pe ned in early 2004. when Zo ran 
Ziv ko vic’s DOS Go vern ment was re pla ced by Ko stu ni ca’s. Furt her-
mo re, the re ha ve been no mo re po li ti cal as sas si na ti ons. The Mi lo se vic 
re gi me had ca u sed the de ath of tho u sands of pe o ple in the wars in the 
ni ne ti es and kil led a num ber of po li ti cal op po nents, in clu ding For mer 
Ser bian Pre si dent Ivan Stam bo lic, fo ur mem bers of Vuk Dra sko vic’s 
Ser bian Re ne wal Mo ve ment du ring an at tempt to as sas si na te him on 
the Ibar Road, jo ur na list Cu ru vi ja and many ot hers. Pri me Mi ni ster Zo-
ran Djin djic was al so kil led but by or ga ni zed cri me mem bers and rem-
nants of Mi lo se vic’s se cu rity struc tu res.  

Se cond, the stan dard of li ving has im pro ved. The im pro ve ment 
is ra di cal and ob vi o us when one com pa res the last years of Mi lo se vic’s 
re gi me, when sa la ri es ave ra ged aro und 20 DM, and to day’s ave ra ge sa-
lary of aro und 300 Euros. Many pro fes si o nals, doc tors, so li ci tors, ma-
na gers, en gi ne ers earn 1000 Euro a month or mo re. Af ter two de ca des, 
a gre at num ber of pe o ple are again able to draw cre dits and buy flats, 
cars, fur ni tu re. The pro blem is that many pe o ple still can not af ford new 
cars, new fur ni tu re or a ho li day out of town.  

The fact that li ving stan dards ha ve im pro ved in Ser bia not-
withstan ding all the pro blems is sub stan ti a ted by a num ber of pu blic 
opi nion sur veys cle arly sho wing that the si tu a tion has chan ged. Ac cor-
ding to a Me di um Gal lup Sep tem ber 2008 sur vey, Ser bian so ci ety in cre-
a singly re sem bles the po si ti ve trends in tran si tion co un tri es. For exam-
ple, 1.3% of the re spon dents de fi ned them sel ves as up per class, 14.1% 
as up per mid dle class, 26.4% as lo wer mid dle class, 37.7% as wor king 
class and 15.5% as lo wer class. Mo re o ver, as a Stra te gic Mar ke ting sur-
vey shows, over 47% of the ci ti zens think that Ser bia is he a ding in the 
right di rec tion and fe wer, 38% , di sa gree.1) The se per cen ta ges not only 
de mon stra te that op ti mism pre va ils amongst Ser bian ci ti zens, but that 
the eco no mic si tu a tion is im pro ving as well. 

Af ter Mi lo se vic was over thrown, Yugo sla via (la ter on Ser bia and 
Mon te ne gro and then Ser bia) re jo i ned the UN and ot her in ter na ti o nal 
in sti tu ti ons, in clu ding the Co un cil of Euro pe and OSCE, and ope ned 
its bor ders with the ne ig hbo ring co un tri es. The na ti o nal cur rency, the 
Di nar, is re la ti vely sta ble and in fla tion do es not ex ce ed 10%. Ser bia 
ap plied for mem ber ship in the Part ner ship for Pe a ce pro gram and is on 
the road to the EU. 
1)  S. Lo gar, “Va lue Ori en ta ti ons of Vo ters and Ab sta i ners”, in Bi ra či i ap sti nen ti u Sr bi ji (Vo ters 

and Ab sta i ners in Ser bia), 2007 Fri e drich Ebert Stif tung, p 93.
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Mi lo se vic was ex tra di ted to the ICTY and a new Law on co o pe-
ra tion with the Tri bu nal was adop ted in April 2002.   

Furt her mo re, lar ge com pa ni es ma nu fac tu ring ce ment, be er, su-
gar, iron, te le com mu ni ca tion, ci ga ret te bu si nes ses, me dia ha ve been 
sold to fo re ign in ve stors and ha ve re star ted pro duc tion. Fo re ign com-
pa ni es ha ve again ap pe a red in Ser bia. The lar gest sta te banks, such as 
Udru ze na be o grad ska ban ka, Be o grad ska ban ka, Ju go ban ka and In-
vest ban ka, ha ve been clo sed and nu me ro us fo re ign banks from Austria, 
Gre e ce, Italy en te red the Ser bian mar ket. 

Mi lo se vic’s laws sti fling me dia and uni ver sity fre e doms we re 
abo lis hed. Ser bia jo i ned in the new Bo log na edu ca tion pro cess. The 
Ser bian Par li a ment vo ted a new Con sti tu tion in 2007, re pla cing Mi lo-
se vic’s. 

The se are the main ac hi e ve ments of 5th Oc to ber. What are the 
main fa i lu res of the post-2000 de moc ra ti cally elec ted go vern ments? 
First and fo re most, the EU in te gra tion pro cess is too slow and the new 
po li ti cal eli te has fa i led to ful fill one of its main pro mi ses ma de in 2000 
- mem ber ship in the EU. Ser bia is still wa i ting to get the SAA (Sta bi li-
za tion and As so ci a tion Agre e ment), which is pre re qu i si te for ob ta i ning 
the sta tus of can di da te sta te. Pro blems in co o pe ra tion with the ICTY, 
i.e. the ex tra di ti on of war cri me in dic tee Mla dic is the chi ef re a son why 
Ser bia is still far from EU mem ber ship. 

Se cond, a gre at num ber of pe o ple are still dis sa tis fied with the ir 
li ving stan dards alt ho ugh the eco no mic si tu a tion has im pro ved. Ser-
bia’s ci ti zens had ex pec ted a bet ter li fe if not im me di a tely af ter Mi-
lo se vic’s dow nfall, then wit hin a co u ple of years. Li ke ci ti zens in all 
post com mu nist co un tri es, the ir ex pec ta ti ons we re too high, and then, 
when the ir ho pes we re not ful fil led, they be ca me to tally di sap po in ted.2) 
Un for tu na tely, many of them are dis sa tis fied with the ir li ves with good 
re a son. Af ter the re vo lu ti o nary chan ges in 2000, a lot of pe o ple lost 
the ir jobs but new ones we re not cre a ted. The pri ces of elec tri city, rent 
and pu blic uti li ti es ha ve ri sen mo re than fi ve or six ti mes. Pri ces ha ve 
al most re ac hed We stern stan dards but the ave ra ge sa la ri es stand at only 
aro und 300 Euro (ac cor ding to of fi cial da ta, the ave ra ge sa lary in Ser bia 
is 32,500 Di nars i.e. aro und 300 Euros).3)

One of the gra vest pro blems is jo bles sness, with the unem-
ployment ra te now ex ce e ding 20%. Ac cor ding to of fi cial da ta, it stood 
at 18% in 2008.4) The si tu a tion is espe ci ally dif fi cult in the ru ral com-
2)  R. Da hren dorf, Re flec ti ons on the Re vo lu tion in Euro pe, Cha to and Win dus, Lon don 1990.

3)  Blic, Bel gra de, May 25, 2009.

4)  Bu si ness ma ga zi ne, Bel gra de, May 4, 2009.
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mu ni ti es, whe re mo re and mo re pe o ple ha ve been li te rally star ving. The 
big gest pro blem is fa ced by wor kers who ha ve lost the ir jobs but ha ve 
no pro spect of fin ding new em ployment. The worst si tu a tion is in towns 
li ke Bor, Ne go tin, Kra gu je vac, Va lje vo, with big old so ci a list fac to ri es, 
which are not wor king, and the re are no new pri va te ini ti a ti ves that wo-
uld cre a te jobs for the re dun dant wor kers. 

Ser bian tran si tion lo oks even glo o mi er when com pa red with that 
in so me of the ne ig hbo ring co un tri es. For exam ple, Ser bia’s GNP ro se 
from 13 to 33 bil lion Euros in the pe riod. In Cro a tia, with a po pu la tion 
40% smal ler than that of Ser bia, the GNP ro se from 25 to 48 bil lion 
Euros. In Hun gary, with 35% mo re re si dents than Ser bia, the GNP ro se 
from 60 to 105 bil lion Euros. Ser bian ex ports amo un ting to 11 bil lion 
are still the lo west in the re gion. All in all, de spi te all its ef forts, Ser bia 
has been una ble to ma ke up for the ti me lost in the ni ne ti es or even re-
ach the le vel it at ta i ned in 1990. Its GNP is still 20% lo wer than it was 
in 1990, be fo re the war star ted. Its in du strial pro duc tion is half of what 
used to be in 1990.5)

Last but not the le ast, not withstan ding all go vern ment en de a vors, 
Ser bia is still grap pling with cor rup tion and, to a less de gree, with or ga-
ni zed cri me. Cor rup tion is not only “eating the so ci ety from the in si de” 
but al so tur ning away fo re ign in ve stors sin ce they do not know what 
they can ex pect when they en ter a fo re ign co un try with a high le vel of 
cor rup tion. With 3.4 po ints, Ser bia ranks 85th on Tran spa rency In ter na-
ti o nal’s Cor rup tion Per cep ti ons In dex of 180 co un tri es in 2008. 

Truth be told, Ser bia was one of the worst co un tri es in the world 
in terms of cor rup tion back in 2000, when it sco red only 1.3 po ints on 
the In dex. Over the re cent years Ser bia ac hi e ved so me re sults in fig-
hting or ga ni zed cri me and cor rup tion. A num ber of cri mi nal gro ups ha-
ve been ar re sted, espe ci ally du ring the cam pa ign af ter the as sas si na tion 
of Pri me Mi ni ster Zo ran Djin djic. The pe o ple who as sas si na ted him 
(Lu ko vic, Spa so je vic) we re kil led or ar re sted and sen ten ced by co urt. 
Po li ce are in ve sti ga ting a num ber of ca ses of cor rup tion in the me di cal 
pro fes sion, co urts, sports and uni ver sity. Su spec ted ha ve been ar re sted, 
among them so me pro mi nent pro fes sors and doc tors as well as so li ci-
tors. The po li ce are al so in ve sti ga ting the most po pu lar Ser bian soc cer 
player ever and most po pu lar folk sin ger su spec ted of poc ke ting mil li-
ons from tran sfers of soc cer players to We stern te ams in the 1990s and 
early 2000s. Zre nja nin mayor and mem ber of the ru ling De moc ra tic 
Party Go ran Kne ze vic was ar re sted on su spi cion of cor rup tion in la te 
5)  Po li ti ka, Bel gra de, Ju ne 21, 2009
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2008. In Ju ne 2009, the po li ce ar re sted the Mayor of anot her Ser bian 
town, al so su spec ted of cor rup tion. 

At the be gin ning of the 2010 Ser bian po li ce la un ched ac tion aga-
inst the big gang of cri mi nals who we re smug gling drugs from La tin 
Ame ri ca to Euro pe. 

Ser bian Pre si dent Ta dic at a re cent con ven tion of his De moc ra tic 
Party, said that all po li ti cal par ti es as well as many ot her pro fes si ons in 
so ci ety we re de eply em bro i led in cor rup tion, vo wing that: “Ser bia is 
tac kling cor rup tion and we will win this bat tle”.6) His fol lo wing sta te-
ment is very im por tant: “Only with this fight will we be able to cre a te a 
dif fe rent system of va lu es in Ser bia”. But Ser bia still has a long way to 
go to at tain Euro pean stan dards in com ba ting cor rup tion and or ga ni zed 
cri me.  

Now I will try to an swer the qu e sti on why Ser bia du ring its tran-
si tion ac hi e ved not as much as its ci ti zens had ex pec ted af ter 2000? 

He re with se ve ral pos si ble ex pla na ti ons. One of the main re a sons 
was the con stant qu ar re ling wit hin the for mer de moc ra tic op po si tion 
and sub se qu ently ru ling par ti es in Ser bia. Ever sin ce they we re esta-
blis hed in the la te eig hti es and early ni ne ti es, the de moc ra ti cally ori-
en ted par ti es spent the fol lo wing twenty years fig hting and qu ar re ling 
amongst them sel ves. They uni ted only twi ce, in 1996 and 2000; the 
lat ter ac cord la sted less than three years. They be at Mi lo se vic twi ce 
du ring the se re spi tes (in 1996, when they won the lo cal elec ti ons and 
in 2000, when they won the fe de ral pre si den tial and par li a men tary elec-
ti ons). By spen ding the re ma i ning twel ve years in op po si tion and di su-
nity, they al lo wed Mi lo se vic to wre ak ha voc ac ross the co un try.7) Af ter 
they as su med po wer in 2000 they con ti nued with the ir old ha bits as I al-
ready men ti o ned at the be gin ning of this ar tic le. The po li ti cal stand-off 
bet we en Djin djic and Ko stu ni ca slo wed down re forms in all seg ments 
of so ci ety, in clu ding the se cu rity sec tor. On the ot her hand, the se slow 
re forms in se cu rity sec tor ha ve gre atly con tri bu ted to Ser bia’s ina bi lity 
to ex tra di te Mla dic, which has in turn di rectly im pac ted on its pro gress 
to wards the EU. 

Mo re im por tantly, the stand-off bet we en Djin djic and Ko stu ni ca 
has ob struc ted Ser bia’s bre ak with its past. The po li ti cal eli te had not 
had eno ugh strength to con front its own pu blic with the cri mes the Mi-
lo se vic re gi me com mit ted in the ni ne ti es. Al so, most pe o ple still do not 
ha ve im pres sion that Mi lo se vic lost all the wars he wa ged, in clu ding 
6)  Blic, Bel gra de, May 31, 2009

7)  See mo re in my bo ok Vlast i opo zi ci ja u Sr bi ji ( Po wer and Op po si tion in Ser bia) pu blis hed 
in 1997 by B92, Bel gra de.  
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the last one aga inst NA TO in 1999. Fi nally, this fa i lu re to ma ke a clean 
bre ak with the pre vi o us re gi me has de pri ved a gre at many pe o ple of 
the op por tu nity to le arn why va lu es such as sta te of law, pro tec tion of 
mi no ri ti es, hu man rights are im por tant for so ci ety. So me of them still 
do not un der stand that the fight aga inst Mi lo se vic was a fight bet we en 
an aut ho ri ta rian so ci ety, which com mit ted cri mes aga inst its own pe o-
ple and pe o ple li ving in ne ig hbo ring co un tri es, and anot her de moc ra tic 
so ci ety ba sed on de moc racy, ci vil so ci ety, mar ket eco nomy. What may, 
ho we ver, pro ve to be the most dan ge ro us is that the young ge ne ra ti ons 
do not ha ve the op por tu nity to le arn eno ugh from the mi sta kes ma de in 
the past – simply, the ma jo rity of young sters do not ha ve a cle ar idea 
abo ut what the Mi lo se vic re gi me had re ally do ne to all the pe o ple in the 
re gion in the ni ne ti es.

Se cond, the post-2000 go vern ments ha ve not had the strength 
and po li ti cal will to la unch the ne ces sary re forms in the pu blic sec tor. 
Pen si ons are still paid from the bud get and ac co unt for much of the 
bud get de fi cit. The he alth system is at the 1970s le vel. Edu ca tion was 
de stroyed du ring the Mi lo se vic re gi me and has not re co ve red yet. Re-
sti tu tion of se i zed pro perty has not been car ried out yet.   

Last but not the le ast, de spi te all its good will, the EU has not de-
mon stra ted eno ugh un der stan ding for Ser bian pro blems. Pre oc cu pied 
with its own pro blems, the West has not paid too much at ten tion to the 
fact that the ca se of Ser bia as well as ot her for mer Yugo slav co un tri es 
dif fers from that of ot her post-com mu nist co un tri es. That it is not the 
sa me to deal with Po land or Hun gary, which we re hardly wa i ting to di-
sas so ci a te them sel ves from Rus sia, and Ser bia on the ot her hand. The 
West has not paid eno ugh at ten tion to the fact that Ser bia is a de eply 
di vi ded and tra u ma ti zed so ci ety which can be re for med only by ma king 
pro gress in EU in te gra tion and ap pro ac hing its stan dards, not by con-
stant con di ti o ning. 

It is very im por tant to say that de spi te all the se pro blems, Ser bia 
got a go vern ment with cle ar pro Euro pean and pro re for mist man da te 
in 2008, for the first ti me sin ce 2000. Pre si dent Ta dic first won the pre-
si den tial elec ti ons in Fe bru ary 2008 in a run-off aga inst Ra di cal Party 
can di da te To mi slav Ni ko lic and la ter, in May 2008, pro-Euro pean par-
ti es won the par li a men tary elec ti ons. And just as everyone ex pec ted 
Ser bia to get on the fast track to Euro pe, a fi nan cial and eco no mic cri sis 
erup ted in the who le world and everything has again been post po ned. 
The growth ra te of Ser bia’s eco nomy slo wed down, fo re ign in ve stors 
fro ze the ir in vest ments  (Ita lian car ma nu fac tu rer Fi at, for exam ple), the 
Di nar de va lued aga inst the Euro. Pe o ple in Ser bia again star ted lo sing 
the ir jobs and the sa la ri es went down.  
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Anot her is sue im pac ting on Ser bia and its he ad way is the ap pa-
rent de lay in fu tu re EU en lar ge ment. Three re a sons ca u sed this slow-
down. First, the fe e lings among old EU mem ber-sta tes star ted to chan-
ge in 2004, af ter the “big bang” when ten co un tri es jo i ned the EU. As 
Vi ce-Pre si dent of the Euro pean Com mis sion re spon si ble for En ter pri se 
and In du stry Com mis si o ner Günter Ver he u gen re cently put it: “The old 
mem bers lost ent hu si asm for en lar ge ment. Part of Euro pean le a ders as 
well as bu si ness cir cles we re not pre pa red to pay the full pri ce of en lar-
ge ment.”8) Se cond, the ge ne ral opi nion in the EU is that the ac ces sion of 
Ro ma nia and Bul ga ria was pre ma tu re and not in ac cor dan ce with the ir 
real pro gress and, third, the fact that 2009 was elec tion year in the most 
im por tant Euro pean co un try – Ger many - and that its po li ti ci ans didn’t 
want to ra i se this con tro ver sial is sue du ring the cam pa ign. All the se ele-
ments ha ve slo wed down the pro cess of EU in te gra tion of all We stern 
Bal kan co un tri es, in clu ding Ser bia. 

Pre si dent Ta dic in his spe ech in Swit zer land sho wed that he un-
der stood the pro blems EU is fa cing but he al so stres sed that the EU has 
to show so me signs of good will if it wants to bring sta bi lity to the We-
stern Bal kans. Ta dic said that: “Be ca u se of the un for tu na te com bi na tion 
of the post-Lis bon con sti tu ti o nal con fu sion and the glo bal fi nan cial cri-
sis, the im pres sion at the mo ment is that the EU simply is not pre pa red 
to ac cept co un tri es of the We stern Bal kans as fast as we all wan ted. EU 
mem ber ship se ems to be mo re dis tant to day than was the ca se fi ve years 
ago”. He al so said that the EU sho uld not think abo ut an “exit stra tegy” 
whe re en lar ge ment to We stern Bal kan co un tri es is con cer ned. “If it is 
re luc tant abo ut furt her en lar ge ment, Euro pe ought to be ar in mind that 
it will ha ve to spend mo re mo ney to put out pe ri o di cal fi res and sol ve 
for thco ming cri ses than to com ple te the en lar ge ment pro cess,” he war-
ned.9) 

Ser bian ci ti zens de spe ra tely need so me con cre te mo ves from EU 
af ter 15 ter ri ble years of wars and san cti ons and 10 years of wa i ting for 
a bet ter li fe. The EU idea still enjoys a lot of sup port amongst Ser bian 
ci ti zens, but this sup port has star ted wa ning for the first ti me in 2008. 
As one of the le a ding Ser bian re se ar chers of va lu es Dra gan Pan tic of 
the In sti tu te of So cial Sci en ces wro te in his bo ok: “The at ti tu de that 
Ser bia sho uld join EU has pre do mi na ted over the past ten years and 
only slightly oscil la ted aro und a two-thirds ma jo rity. The per cen ta ge of 
op po nents to Ser bia’s in te gra tion in the EU is ap pro xi ma tely fi ve ti mes 
8)  Blic, Bel gra de, May 25, 2009

9)  Blic, Bel gra de, May 10, 2009
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smal ler than the per cen ta ge of Euro-ent hu si asts”.10) But this sup port has 
star ted to dec li ne for the first ti me sin ce 2000. Ac cor ding to a pu blic 
opi nion sur vey by Stra te gic Mar ke ting, sup port for EU in te gra tion fell 
from 67% in May 2008 to 61% in De cem ber 2008.11) 

Sup port for the EU has fal len partly be ca u se of the Ko so vo is sue 
and the re cog ni tion of its in de pen den ce by most EU sta tes, and partly 
be ca u se of the fact that pe o ple of Ser bia ha ve been wa i ting for so me 
con cre te and vi si ble mo ves by the EU too long. So met hing they can see 
or “eat”. The re fo re, the se con cre te mo ves by the EU are ne ces sary be-
ca u se Ser bia will be able to re ach a cer tain le vel of stan dards and ac cept 
EU va lu es and ru les of be ha vi or only thro ugh the con cre te pro cess of 
ac ce ding to the EU. The ca se of Bul ga ria and Ro ma nia is the best exam-
ple how mem ber ship in the EU can be use ful whe re tran si tion co un tri es 
are con cer ned. Na mely, not withstan ding all re marks on the pre ma tu re 
mem ber ship of the two co un tri es, the fact is that both of them, espe ci-
ally Ro ma nia, ha ve sin ce ma de pro gress in po li ti cal and eco no mic re-
forms. To be fa ir, ne it her we re do ing bet ter than Ser bia at the ti me they 
jo i ned the EU.

The de ci sion by the Euro pean Com mis sion to al low the ci ti zens 
of Ser bia to tra vel to the EU wit ho ut vi sas as of Ja nu ary 1, 2010 was a 
po si ti ve sign in di ca ting that things are fi nally mo ving in the right di rec-
tion. Al so in De cem ber 2009 Euro pean Com mis sion de fro sted In ter im 
agre e ment bet we en EU and Ser bia. The next step sho uld be the sig-
ning of the Sta bi li za tion and As so ci a tion Agre e ment as a pre con di tion 
for ac qu i ring the sta tus of can di da te sta te. The Net her lands sho uld fi-
nally gi ve up op po sing the Ser bian sig ning SAA be ca u se of Sre bre ni ca 
and Ge ne ral Mla dic. This ar gu ment is un der stan da ble, but on the ot her 
hand, it sho uld be bor ne in mind that Ser bia is do ing its best to find and 
ex tra di te Ge ne ral Mla dic and that it had al ready han ded over all ot her 
war cri me su spec ted in clu ding Slo bo dan Mi lo se vic, his suc ces sor Mi-
lan Mi lu ti no vic, a num ber of army and po li ce ge ne rals and for mer Bo-
snian Serb Pre si dent Ra do van Ka rad zic. On the ot her si de, go vern ment 
in Bel gra de sho uld work har der on re forms in the pu blic sec tor, con ti-
nue com ba ting cor rup tion and se ar ching for Mla dic. Wit ho ut con cre te 
steps to wards the EU, Ser bia will con ti nue to be pre oc cu pied with its 
own past and myths.  
10)  D. Pan tic and Z. Pa vlo vic, Po li ti cal Cul tu re of Vo ters in Ser bia, In sti tu te of So cial Sci en ces, 

Bel gra de, 2009, p. 149. 

11)  Po li ti ka, Bel gra de, Ja nu ary 21, 2009
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Сажетак
У овом члан ку ко ји но си на зив ,,По стиг ну ћа и не у спе си де-

мо крат ске вла сти у Ср би ји’’ др При би ће вић ана ли зи ра тран зи ци ју 
у Ср би ји по сле 2000-те го ди не. Као нај ве ћа по стиг ну ћа он на во-
ди да је де мо кра ти ја по ста ла ,,са мо игра у гра ду’’, да су по ли тич-
ка уби ства за у ста вље на, да је Ср би ја по но во по ста ла део све та и 
Евро пе и да је жи вот ни стан дард по бољ шан. Са дру ге стра не др 
При би ће вић ука зу је на спо ре европ ске ин те гра ци је, не за по сле-
ност, ко руп ци ју и ор га ни зо ва ни кри ми нал као на нај ве ће иза зо ве 
за но ву де мо крат ску власт у Ср би ји по сле 2000-те го ди не. Он за-
кљу чу је да ће са мо при дру жи ва њем ЕУ и при хва та њем европ ских 
вред но сти и за ко на Ср би ја по но во би ти спо соб на да до стиг не од-
ре ђе ни стан дард. Без бр зих и кон крет них ко ра ка пре ма ЕУ Ср би ја 
ће на ста ви ти да бу де за о ку пље на сво јом про шло шћу и ми то ви ма. 
Кључ не ре чи: Евро па, Европ ска уни ја, Ср би ја, не у спе си и по стиг ну ћа 

де мо крат ске вла сти.
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