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MORAL FOUNDATIONS OF EUROPE 
IN UPCOMING WORLD ORDER

Sum mary
It is pos si ble to as sert that mo ral fo un da ti ons of  Euro pe are ge-

ne ral mo ral va lu es. In the pa per aut hor at temp ted to find out the ori gins 
of the se fo un da ti ons, as well as the ir ro le in con tem po rary and fu tu re 
world. The aut hor ca me to con clu sion that a pre con di tion for the ir pre-
ser va tion if a re-de fi ni tion of the con cept “be ing a Euro pean” in di rec-
tion of one mo del of in cre a singly in clu si ve iden tity.
Key words: Euro pe, mo ral fo un da ti ons, Kant, pe a ce, li be ra lism, ju sti ce, nor-

ma ti ve will, in clu sion

THE ESSENTIALS OF EUROPE 

When ad dres sing the is sue of the “mo ral fo un da ti ons of Euro pe”, 
it is ap pro pri a te to ma ke an at tempt first to iden tify that what can be 
na med as the “es sen ti als of Euro pe”. In ot her words, what is cen tral to 
Euro pe’s dis tinctness? Wit ho ut ha ving the am bi tion to of fer an ex ha u-
sti ve ta xo nomy of the se es sen ti als, I think that the fol lo wing list co vers 
so me truly im por tant fe a tu res of the iden tity of Euro pe. The first is in 
the do main of ge o graphy and et hno graphy, the se cond ad dres ses Euro-
pe’s re li gi o us and cul tu ral tra di ti ons, the third its hi sto ri cal re le van ce, 
the fo urth co vers the fi eld of po li tics, whi le the fifth de als with an im-
por tant aspect of the re la ti ons among Euro pean sta tes thro ug ho ut the ir 
hi story. In sum ma ri zed form, a list of Euro pe’s es sen ti als wo uld then 
lo ok as fol lows:

1) A re la ti vely small con ti nent in ha bi ted by a ran ge of dif fe rent 
et hnic gro ups and cul tu res, ori gi na ting in the mi gra tion of 
po pu la ti ons and the con ti nent’s se pa ra tion by ri vers, mo un-
ta ins, la kes, val leys and se as.
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2) A Ju deo-Chri stian re li gi o us and an ci ent Gre ek and Ro man 
cul tu ral tra di tion.

3) A strong re le van ce for world hi story, both in terms of po wer 
(con qu est) and in terms of cul tu re and sci en ce.

4) A tra di tion of li be ra lism and de moc racy.
5) The re cur ren ce of wars among sta tes, con flicts bet we en et-

hnic and re li gi o us gro ups, and even ge no ci des.
It is ob vi o us that the fifth es sen tial stands out as one that sheds a 

grim light on the iden tity of Euro pe. The first half of the twen ti eth cen-
tury re pre sents in that re gard a par ti cu larly sad epi so de in Euro pe’s hi-
story. On the ot her hand, we see in the se cond half of that cen tury, si mul-
ta ne o usly with in ter na ti o nal re la ti ons that are mar ked by the Cold War, 
the emer gen ce of an un pre ce den ted pe a ce pro ject: the Euro pean Union, 
with the Euro pean Coal and Steel Com mu nity (ECSC), the Euro pean 
Eco no mic Com mu nity (EEC) and the Euro pean Com mu nity (EC) as its 
pre cur sors. The he art of this pe a ce pro ject is ni cely for mu la ted in the of-
fi cial mot to of the Euro pean Union: “In va ri e ta te con cor dia” (“Uni ted 
in Di ver sity”). The ECSC/EEC/EC/EU, ho we ver, do es not only ha ve a 
hi sto ri cal and prag ma tic bac kgro und as an ini tial at tempt to mi ni mi ze 
the chan ce of sta tes re sor ting to wars (in per spec ti ve of Euro pe’s vi o lent 
past), but al so a ra ti o na le in so met hing that le ads us to the pri mary the-
me of this pa per, i.e. to the mo ral fo un da ti ons of Euro pe. 

EURO PE AND IM MA NUEL KANT

An ap pe a ling po int of re fe ren ce in that re gard is Im ma nuel Kant, 
the aut hor of the work To ward Per pe tual Pe a ce (he re af ter TPP)1). Kant 
as serts the re that the ci vil con sti tu tion of sta tes ought to be “re pu bli-
can”2), that such sta tes will pro gres si vely esta blish pe a ce among them-
sel ves by me ans of a “pa ci fic union”, and that co smo po li tan law is to 
ope ra te in co njun ction with this union3). Kant’s con cep tion of the sta ge 
on hu ma nity’s path to ward eter nal pe a ce, the sta ge he ad dres ses in TPP, 
is thus ba sed on a world or der that sa tis fi es three re qu i re ments: li be ral 
sta tes (1) in a fe de ra ti ve union (2) that en dor ses co smo po li tan law li mi-
ted to con di ti ons of uni ver sal ho spi ta lity (3). But what is the fi nal sta ge 

1) Zum ewi gen Fri e den

2) By “re pu bli can” Kant me ans a po li ti cal so ci ety that com bi nes in di vi du a lism and so cial or der. 
In such a so ci ety, the in di vi dual is a self-le gi sla tor ma king laws that apply equ ally to all ci ti-
zens (him self in clu ded). It is pos si ble to as sert that Kant’s con cep tion of  re pu bli can so ci e ti es 
do es not dif fer much from the con tem po rary no tion of li be ral so ci e ti es.

3) Co smo po li tan law is to be li mi ted to “con di ti ons of uni ver sal ho spi ta lity”.
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on this hi sto ri cal ro u te of hu man kind? By what el se will the fi nal pha se 
of our mo ral and po li ti cal de ve lop ment be mar ked, apart from per pe tual 
pe a ce?

The an swer to this qu e sti on can be fo und in Kant’s Re li gion Wit-
hin the Bo un da ri es of Me re Re a son (he re af ter RB MR)4). In that ma ster-
pi e ce Kant ela bo ra tes in depth on the “et hi cal com mon we alth”, which 
is, to get her with per pe tual pe a ce, the de sti na tion to ward which hi story 
le ads the hu man ra ce5). Furt her mo re, Kant’s po li ti cal plan for per pe tual 
pe a ce de pends on the et hi cal com mon we alth, whi le the esta blis hment 
of this com mon we alth is con tin gent on our mo ral pro gress. The sa me 
is sue from a dif fe rent an gle: po li ti cal and mo ral pro gress con ver ge on 
the sa me ob jec ti ve - the ob jec ti ve of the et hi cal com mon we alth. 

In RB MR Kant as serts his po si tion that the ra ti o nal mes sa ge of 
Chri sti a nity is a mo ral one and that this mes sa ge is a call for the unity of 
hu man kind. The ul ti ma te aim of hu man pro gress is, ac cor ding to Kant, 
that “man ought to le a ve his et hi cal sta te of na tu re in or der to be co me 
a mem ber of an et hi cal com mon we alth” (Kant 1793: 126). This com-
mon we alth wo uld be “a union of men un der me rely mo ral laws which 
ha ve a spe cial and uni que prin ci ple of union (vir tue)” (Ibid.,121). 

In an exi sting po li ti cal com mon we alth all the po li ti cal ci ti zens 
are in an et hi cal sta te of na tu re, whe re as the con cept of the et hi cal com-
mon we alth im pli es a mo ral so ci ety that ide ally ex tends to the who le 
of hu man kind. An et hi cal com mon we alth Kant de scri bes the re fo re as 
“a world re pu blic un der the laws of vir tue” (Kant 1793: 132; emp ha-
sis ad ded). Such a com mon we alth is a task that only God is ca pa ble of 
ac hi e ving ade qu a tely. Kant: “In deed, the mem bers of such an et hi cal 
com mon we alth wo uld be the pe o ple of God” (Ibid., 132). No mat ter 
how unac hi e va ble the goal of an et hi cal com mon we alth ap pe ars to us, 
it is thus Pro vi den ce that will pro vi de us the ne ces sary help, but “only 
if we apply our sel ves who le he ar tedly to the task of mo ral im pro ve ment 
and the cre a tion of an et hi cal com mon we alth (Ibid., 133)”.

The fi nal aim of po li tics is thus the de ve lop ment of an et hi cal 
com mu nity. Such a com mu nity is mar ked by in di vi du als who are gu i-
ded by the ir du ti es, i.e. by Kant’s no tion of the ca te go ri cal im pe ra ti ve. 
Mo re o ver, the hig hest po li ti cal good and the hig hest mo ral good can 

4) Die Re li gion in ner halb der Gren zen der bloßen Ver nunft. The no tion that Kant di stin gu is hes 
two pha ses (at le ast) in the path of hu ma nity to ward per pe tual pe a ce and a glo bal sta te, an in-
ter me di a te pha se be ing ad dres sed in To ward Per pe tual Pe a ce and The Me taphysics of Mo rals, 
and the fi nal sta ge ela bo ra ted on in Re li gion Wit hin the Bo un da ri es of Me re Re a son, is not a 
ge ne rally ac cep ted no tion. It is one that I ela bo ra ted on in Ra kic (2009).

5) The re are dif fe rent vi ew po ints re gar ding the re a lity of Kant’s pro ject of per pe tual pe a ce. For a 
sta te ment that chal len ges the no tion that Kant con si de red per pe tual pe a ce as a re a li stic pro ject, 
see Ba bic (2008).
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only be ac hi e ved si mul ta ne o usly. And that can oc cur ex clu si vely in a 
world com mu nity. Hen ce, po li ti cal le a ders ought to lo ok beyond po li-
tics and the ir sta tes and di rectly to et hics and the world sta te for a pro per 
con duct of the ir po li ci es. 

What can we con clu de from this? First, the et hi cal com mon-
we alth is a com mu nity of mo rally per fec ted hu mans. Se cond, hu mans 
ought to ful fil the ir mo ral du ti es and Pro vi den ce will then gi ve them 
a hel ping hand in ac hi e ving the et hi cal com mon we alth.  Third, such 
a com mon we alth tran scends all so cial bo un da ri es and hen ce ex tends 
to the who le of hu ma nity. Fi nally, in an et hi cal com mon we alth hu man 
mo ral pro gress re ac hes al so a po li ti cal ob jec ti ve, one that is em bo died 
in a co smo po li tan or der (“a world re pu blic” in Kant’s words).

Sin ce Pro vi den ce helps hu ma nity in ac hi e ving both the et hi cal 
com mon we alth and per pe tual pe a ce, the lat ter al so has a mo ral fo un-
da tion. In fact, per pe tual pe a ce is a seg ment of a fu tu re per fectly just 
world, mar ked by the et hi cal com mon we alth. In such a world, a va ri ety 
of so cial cle a va ges that ha ve the po ten tial to ca u se con flicts are su per se-
ded. Be ing a co smo po li tan or der, the et hi cal com mon we alth su per se des 
one such cle a va ge – the et hnic schism. The ra ti o na le of Kant’s fe de ra-
tion from TPP is ba sed on the need of hu mans to pre ser ve a con nec tion 
to the ir et hnic or po li ti cal com mu ni ti es and not to be rob bed of the ir 
cul tu ral iden tity and spe ci fi city. But why the need for such ti es in a 
com mu nity of hu ma nity, in a com mon we alth of the hig hest good? Can 
we ima gi ne the hig hest good and a com mu nity of hu ma nity as a con di-
tion in which hu mans are di vi ded along et hnic and po li ti cal li nes?

In short, Kant re gards the et hi cal com mon we alth and per pe tual 
pe a ce as the pur po se of our hi sto ri cal de ve lop ment, whi le the world 
fe de ra tion is a sta ge on hu ma nity’s path to this pur po se. This begs the 
qu e sti on at which sta ge of de ve lop ment hu man kind is now. It is pos si-
ble to advan ce the the sis that the EU might be re gar ded as a union of 
sta tes that has the po ten tial to be co me a fe de ra ti ve union. The EU is not 
a fe de ra tion (yet?), espe ci ally not a glo bal one, but it cer ta inly is a suc-
cessful pe a ce pro ject. In that re gard, it shows a re sem blan ce with Kant’s 
de sign from TPP. It is a lar ge-sca le and en du ring pe a ce sche me, al be it 
one that can be con si de red only as an in ter me di a te sta ge of hu ma nity’s 
de ve lop ment to ward the et hi cal com mon we alth and per pe tual pe a ce. 

Furt her mo re, the mem ber sta tes of the Euro pean Union are li be-
ral sta tes, whi le “uni ver sal (i.e. Euro pean) ho spi ta lity” is no less than 
a re a li stic outlo ok. It can be as ser ted, the re fo re, that the EU is not far 
from ful fil ling the es sen tial ele ments of Kant’s three re qu i re ments from 
TPP. In that sen se, Euro-ent hu si asts ha ve a ca se to ar gue that the EU 
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might be re gar ded as a sta ge on the ro u te of hu ma nity to ward a co smo-
po li tan or der and glo bal pe a ce. 

If we re turn now to the fi ve “es sen ti als of Euro pe”, we see that 
fo ur of them are fa irly ad dres sed by Kant’s no ti ons: a co smo po li tan or-
der that su per se des a world of na tion sta tes with et hni city as the ir sa li-
ent fe a tu re, a Ju deo-Chri stian con cep tion of the et hi cal com mon we alth 
con si sting of mo rally advan ced hu mans who are to be cal led the “pe o-
ple of God”, and a glo bal fe de ra ti ve union that con sists of li be ral sta tes 
that aspi re pe a ce. Alt ho ugh the mo ral fo un da ti ons of a uni ted Euro pe 
as a tool for pe a ce (and re con ci li a tion6)) are ap pa rent, it is less ob vi o us 
what ro le li be ra lism and co smo po li ta nism play in the se fo un da ti ons.

LIBERTY, JUSTICE AND COSMOPOLITANISM

An ex ten si ve ela bo ra tion on the mo ral fo un da ti ons of li berty wo-
uld ob vi o usly ex ce ed the pur po ses of this pa per. Hen ce, I wo uld li ke to 
spend only a few li nes on ra i sing one ar gu ment that de mon stra tes the 
strong link per me a ting the re la ti on ship bet we en fre e dom and ju sti ce. 
The re af ter, I will esta blish a con nec tion bet we en fre e dom, ju sti ce and 
co smo po li ta nism. 

A pre re qu i si te for ac ting in ten ti o nally in a just man ner is to be 
free. Wit ho ut be ing free, one can not act in a just man ner be ca u se he 
wills so, but only be ca u se he is for ced to. A truly just act, on the ot her 
hand, is one that is per for med on the ba sis of our free will. The is sue of 
ju sti ce is thus to a sig ni fi cant de gree an is sue of fre e dom. In fact, fre e-
dom con ta ins the op por tu nity of ju sti ce, be ca u se just acts are fo un ded in 
our free will. A mo rally per fect world wo uld be one in which we wo uld 
act in ac cor dan ce with ju sti ce on the ba sis of our free will. In such a 
world we wo uld use our fre e dom with ju sti ce as its pur po se. 

The qu e sti on now is whet her a co smo po li tan or der to which the 
EU might be a pre lu de is one that ser ves ju sti ce bet ter than the exi sting 
or der. In the fol lo wing pa ra graphs I will bri efly re vi ew a num ber of 
sta te ments in fa vor of co smo po li ta nism, se lec ted on the ba sis of both 
the ir re le van ce and the di ver sity of ar gu ments they espo u se. Af ter wards 
I will advan ce my own con ten tion that esta blis hes a link bet we en  co-
smo po li ta nism and the op por tu nity of  ju sti ce (which is ro o ted in our 
fre e dom, as we ha ve seen in the pre vi o us pa ra graph). 

6) The con cept of Euro pean pe a ce go es hand in hand with the no tion of re con ci li a tion (or “Ver-
gan gen he it sbewälti gung”). Both of them ha ve clo sely re la ted mo ral fo un da ti ons: re con ci li a-
tion fa ci li ta tes a la sting pe a ce, whi le pe a ce is the pre-con di tion for re con ci li a tion. 
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An al ready clas si cal sta te ment in fa vor of a co smo po li tan or der 
is Be itz (1979). Be itz ar gu es the re aga inst the pa ral le lism bet we en in-
di vi du als and sta tes, as ser ting that sta tes are not so ur ces of ends in the 
sa me sen se as are per sons. This le ads him to a po si tion that fa vors in-
ter na ti o nal di stri bu ti ve ju sti ce with prin ci ples that esta blish the terms 
on which per sons in dis tinct so ci e ti es can fa irly ex pect each ot her’s 
co o pe ra tion in com mon in sti tu ti ons and prac ti ces (Ibid.,180). Mem bers 
of so me sta tes might then ha ve obli ga ti ons of ju sti ce with re spect to in-
di vi du als el sew he re (Ibid.,182). In ot her words, ar gu ments in fa vor of 
so cial and eco no mic equ a lity sho uld al so apply to the glo bal con text. 
Be itz him self calls this con cep tion a co smo po li tan one, lin king his po-
si tion to Kant’s (Ibid., 181).

Da vid Held go es furt her in ad dres sing the is sue of the in sti tu-
ti o nal con text of co smo po li ta nism. He con tends that the glo bal chan-
ges un der way now lead to the esta blis hment of new forms of hol ding 
trans-na ti o nal po wer systems to ac co unt, hel ping the reby open up the 
pos si bi lity of a co smo po li tan or der. The se chan ges he ob ser ves in, for 
in stan ce, the growth of in sti tu ti ons such as the UN and the EU, the “So-
cial Chap ter” of the Ma a stricht agre e ment, as well as in the emer gen ce 
of a “trans-na ti o nal ci vil so ci ety” (Held 2002: 38, 39). In Held (2003) 
the aut hor ela bo ra tes on what is re qu i red for a “co smo po li tan po lity” 
to com ple ment ad mi ni stra ti ve, le gi sla ti ve and exe cu ti ve ca pa city at the 
lo cal and na ti o nal le vels with si mi lar ca pa ci ti es at re gi o nal and glo-
bal le vels. That is the cre a tion of re gi o nal par li a ments and go ver nan ce 
struc tu res (e.g., in La tin Ame ri ca and Afri ca), as well as the strengthe-
ning of si mi lar bo di es whe re they al ready exist (EU),  a re form of the 
Ge ne ral As sembly of the UN, the ope ning of fun cti o nal go vern men-
tal or ga ni za ti ons (WTO, IMF, World Bank etc.) to pu blic exa mi na ti on 
and agen da set ting, ge ne ral re fe ren da con cer ning the im ple men ta tion 
of co re co smo po li tan con cerns and the de ve lop ment of a co smo po li tan 
law-en for ce ment and co er ci ve ca pa bi lity (Ibid., 176-179). He as serts 
furt her that no wa days “co smo po li ta nism is a less uto pian pro ject than 
that set out by the the ory of the mo dern sta te at the ti me of Hob bes’s 
Le vi at han”. (Ibid., 183).

Mar chet ti (2008) fol lows Held’s no ti ons, but de ve lops, in ad di-
tion to that, a uni que “co smo-fe de ra list po si tion” that is gro un ded not 
only in a po li ti cal the ory of co smo po li ta nism, but al so in an et hi cal 
the ory of cho i ce-ba sed con se qu en ti a lism (Ibid., 36). Mar chet ti’s com-
mit ment to the idea of a world sta te is per haps best exem pli fi ed by the 
ope ning sen ten ces of the bo ok: “Eit her de moc racy is glo bal or it is not 
de moc racy… Any po li ti cal system that ap pli es al le gedly de moc ra tic 
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prin ci ples wit hin a li mi ted sco pe is eit her hypoc risy or an il lu sion” (p. 
1).

Ale xan der Wendt pro po ses a te le o lo gi cal the ory which sug gests 
that a world sta te is ine vi ta ble wit hin 100-200 years. He advan ces co-
smo po li ta nism with sci en ti fic ar gu ments, pre vi o usly ha ving ele va ted 
te le o logy in to the do main of sci en ce. In his vi ew, world sta te for ma-
tion at the mic ro-le vel is dri ven, along He ge lian li nes, by the strug gle 
of in di vi du als and gro ups for re cog ni tion of the ir su bjec ti vity. At the 
mac ro-le vel, the “lo gic of anarchy” ge ne ra tes a ten dency for mi li tary 
tec hno logy and war to be co me in cre a singly de struc ti ve, thus aiding the 
pro tec ti ve ten dency of world sta te for ma tion. The en ti re pro cess mo ves 
thro ugh fi ve sta ges, each re spon ding to the in sta bi li ti es of the pre ce ding 
sta ge: a system of sta tes, a so ci ety of sta tes, a world so ci ety, col lec ti ve 
se cu rity, a world sta te (Wendt, 2003). 

Be itz’s and Mar chet ti’s as ser ti ons that ha ve been pre sen ted he re 
are lar gely mo ral ar gu ments in fa vor of co smo po li ta nism, whi le Held’s 
and Wendt’s con ten ti ons fo cus mo re on the li kely (Held) or ne ces sary 
(Wendt) fu tu re glo bal de ve lop ments that pur por tedly ap pro ach a co-
smo po li tan or der. In the fol lo wing sec tion I will at tempt to sup port co-
smo po li ta nism thro ugh an amal ga ma tion of the se two li nes of re a so-
ning, i.e. thro ugh a com bi na tion of mo ral and te le o lo gi cal ar gu ments. 
Again: is a co smo po li tan or der to which the EU might be a pre lu de one 
that ser ves ju sti ce bet ter than the exi sting or der?

THE NORMATIVE WILL

To an swer this qu e sti on I will ma ke use of the con cept of the 
“nor ma ti ve will” from Hi story and Fu tu re of Ju sti ce (Ra kic, 2004). 
The re I de fi ned ju sti ce as “a sta te of af fa irs we be li e ve ought to exist as 
a com mon stan dard” (Ibid., 13). The re a son why it ought to exist is not 
al ways ra ti o nally com pre hen si ble. Why we ought to help tho se who are 
star ving to de ath, or why we ought not to grab the only se at in a bus just 
in front of a di sa bled per son (in spi te of the fact that we can get away 
with it un pu nis hed in any form), is not so met hing we can ex pla in in 
terms of our ra ti o nal in te rest. It is so me type of in tu i tion that tells us that 
we are aban do ning an un writ ten law ac cor ding to which things ought 
to hap pen. Its es sen tial ele ment is the con cept of the “one thin king in 
terms of all”, which pri ma rily in clu des the aban don ment of me re self-
in te rest. It is what we call the mo ral law (Ibid., 13, 14).

But who is to de ci de abo ut the con tent of this mo ral law? This 
qu e sti on le ads us to the con cept of the nor ma ti ve will. Un li ke the ge-
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ne ral will, which is de scrip ti ve, the nor ma ti ve will is pre scrip ti ve. The 
ge ne ral will is the po li ti cal will, whe re as the nor ma ti ve will tran scends 
the po li ti cal re alm. The ge ne ral will is that what a com mu nity wills, the 
nor ma ti ve will is what a com mu nity be li e ves it ought to will. It is the 
will of the ma jo rity, me a ning how the ma jo rity be li e ves it ought to act. 
This type of be li ef of the ma jo rity is ju sti ce. Hen ce, ju sti ce can be de fi-
ned as the “nor ma ti ve will of hu ma nity”7). It is this will that de ter mi nes 
the mo ral law. Is the re a mo re per su a si ve man ner in which ju sti ce and 
the mo ral law can be de fi ned? I can not see one. What is just can only be 
agreed on by the ma jo rity of pe o ple in the world – not in terms of how 
they usu ally act, but in terms of how they be li e ve they ought to act8).

The qu e sti on that co mes up now is whet her this nor ma ti ve will 
of hu ma nity can be ex pres sed bet ter in a co smo po li tan or der or in an 
al ter na ti ve to it. In the cur rent age of glo ba li za tion we see that so me of 
glo ba li za tion’s aspects are op po sed to the nor ma ti ve will of hu ma nity, 
i.e. to ju sti ce. On the ot her hand, we might be ap pro ac hing a fu tu re of 
glo bal ju sti ce, be ca u se glo ba li za tion opens up bet ter pos si bi li ti es for the 
ex pres si on of the nor ma ti ve will of hu ma nity. In spi te of its inju sti ces, 
glo ba li za tion’s “cun ning of the mind” ap pe ars to be le a ding hu ma nity 
to an or der in which world ci ti zens ha ve in sti tu ti o nal mec ha nisms to ex-
press not only the ir ge ne ral will (i.e., the ir po li ti cal will), but al so the ir 
nor ma ti ve will (i.e., the mo ral law). 

Glo ba li za tion is a uni que mo ment in hi story, be ca u se ne ver be-
fo re was the ex pres si on of the ge ne ral will of hu ma nity pos si ble as it is 
now. In a truly de moc ra tic world or der, glo bal ju sti ce will be the ex pres-
si on of the nor ma ti ve will of hu ma nity thro ugh its ge ne ral (po li ti cal) 
will. The ex pres si on of the ge ne ral will of hu ma nity will then be the 
re a li za tion of its nor ma ti ve will. 

It is glo bal in sti tu ti ons that will aid the de ve lop ment of glo bal 
ju sti ce, be ca u se they will esta blish for mal mec ha nisms thro ugh which 
the ge ne ral (po li ti cal) will of hu ma nity is to be ex pres sed. But in such 
a si tu a tion mo ral is su es will al so be in cre a singly fra med along the li nes 
of the nor ma ti ve will of hu ma nity. In ot her words, mo ral is su es will 
be ap pro ac hed mo re and mo re from the per spec ti ve of the mo ral will 
of hu man kind. Hen ce, glo bal in sti tu ti ons will then ex press the ge ne ral 
will of hu ma nity, in li ne with its nor ma ti ve will. The re fe ren ces to Held 

7) See Ra kic (2004: 31-34).

8) A ni ce il lu stra tion of the nor ma ti ve will of hu ma nity one can find in Kant’s Con flict of the Fa-
cul ti es, alt ho ugh Kant do es not use the term “nor ma ti ve will” (Kant, 1907). Kant very rightly 
ob ser ves the re that the “ent hu si asm” for the French Re vo lu tion might ha ve been simply a con-
se qu en ce of it be ing mo ral. Un li ke ent hu si asm for Hi tler etc., which en com pas sed one na tion 
or a li mi ted num ber of na ti ons, ent hu si asm for the French re vo lu tion was one of hu ma nity. 
The mo ral sup port for so met hing by hu ma nity is pre ci sely its nor ma ti ve will!
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in this pa per are an ex cel lent exam ple of how the nor ma ti ve will can 
be ma te ri a li zed: thro ugh glo bal in sti tu ti ons with le gi sla ti ve, exe cu ti ve 
and ad mi ni stra ti ve ca pa ci ti es, com ple men ted with a trans-na ti o nal ci-
vil so ci ety as a mo ral check on them. In sum, a glo bal or der hu ma nity 
ap pe ars to be ne ces sa rily ap pro ac hing (the te le o lo gi cal ele ment in my 
ar gu ment) is one that con ta ins the po ten tial of ser ving as a fra me work 
for the ex pres si on of the nor ma ti ve will of hu man kind (the mo ral ele-
ment in my ar gu ment).

THE MORAL FOUNDATIONS OF EUROPE 
AND THE EMERGING WORLD ORDER

The Euro pean Union might be a pre lu de to a co smo po li tan or der 
in which the nor ma ti ve will of hu ma nity can be ex pres sed mo re ade-
qu a tely, i.e. in which ju sti ce wo uld fi gu re mo re pro mi nently. A uni ted 
Euro pe wo uld then be a pe a ce pro ject, a po ten tial advan ce to a co smo-
po li tan or der, as well as a pos si ble lead up to ju sti ce (via the nor ma ti ve 
will of an ex ten ded, Euro pean com mu nity). We ha ve seen that li berty 
is  a va lue that ought to re main de ar to Euro pe, not only be ca u se of its 
po li ti cal stan ding, but al so be ca u se of the fact that it is a pre-con di tion 
of ju sti ce. It is thus pe a ce, co smo po li ta nism and li be ra lism that ha ve a 
mo ral fo un da tion. They ha ve been di rectly or in di rectly sti pu la ted in 
this pa per as the “es sen ti als of Euro pe”, and we ha ve seen that all three 
of them ha ve been tho ro ughly ad dres sed by Kant. We might in deed re-
gard them as the mo ral fo un da ti ons of Euro pe. 

We ha ve seen, ho we ver, that all three con cepts ha ve al so a uni-
ver sal mo ral fo un da tion. In that sen se they can ser ve as mo ral bu il ding 
blocks of the emer ging world or der. Hen ce, Euro pe has a ca se in as ser-
ting that its mo ral fo un da ti ons ought to be the mo ral fo un da ti ons of the 
emer ging world or der as well. 

Lest not to fall prey to ex ces si ve op ti mism re gar ding a uni ted 
Euro pe, it is in or der to men tion a num ber of se ri o us dan gers that are 
fa ced by Euro pe and by its mo ral fo un da ti ons. They in clu de the fol lo-
wing:

(1) Euro pe a nism do es not ne ces sa rily ha ve to re sult in co smo-
po li ta nism. In fact, it can breed anot her type of com mu ni ta ri a nism: 
Euro-cen trism. It is pos si ble that a Euro pean iden tity, in com bi na tion 
with va ri o us re gi o nal iden ti ti es, gra du ally re pla ces tra di ti o nal na ti o nal 
iden ti ti es. In that ca se, we wo uld not mo ve in the di rec tion of co smo-
po li ta nism (with all its mo ral fo un da ti ons), but to a sta te of af fa irs in 
which na ti o na lism is simply sub sti tu ted by Euro pe a nism (in that ca se as 
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op po sed to co smo po li ta nism) and re gi o na lism (as op po sed to co smo po-
li ta nism and /or Euro pe a nism).

(2) Euro pean Union po li ci es can strengthen na ti o na lism. It is 
pos si ble that Euro pe a ni za tion will en co un ter a strong bac klash from 
EU mem ber sta tes. The de ba tes and re fe ren da sur ro un ding a Euro pean 
con sti tu tion are evi den ce of such de ve lop ments.  

(3) EU bu re a uc racy and po li tics might over po wer Euro pe’s mo-
ral fo un da ti ons. It is pos si ble that the Euro pean Union do es not de ve lop 
in the di rec tion of a li be ral and po ten ti ally co smo po li tan or der in which 
the nor ma ti ve will of a lar ge com mu nity can be ma te ri a li zed bet ter than 
in its mem ber sta tes. We might see a highly bu re a uc ra ti zed and po li ti ci-
zed en tity that do es not ser ve ju sti ce in any en han ced man ner.

(4) De mo grap hic trends may chan ge the do mi nant cul tu ral con-
text of Euro pe. The in flux of im mi grants from Isla mic co un tri es, in 
com bi na tion with a pos si ble ad mis sion of Tur key in to the EU, might 
im pact on the Chri stian-li be ral-co smo po li tan va lue fra me work that 
cha rac te ri zes Euro pe.

(5) The ma jo rity of eco no mic growth may shift to Eastern Asia. 
Furt her mo re, the po pu la tion of Euro pe is be co ming pro gres si vely ol-
der, whi le Third World po pu la ti ons are youn ger, in cre a singly ur ba ni zed 
and ex pan ding at a much fa ster ra te. The se two facts in com bi na tion 
might re sult in a gra dual mo ve of Euro pe in the di rec tion of the glo bal 
pe rip hery, ma king de ve lop ments on the Euro pean con ti nent less re le-
vant benchmarks for non-Euro pean cul tu res. This might al so af fect the 
spread of the mo ral fo un da ti ons of Euro pe to the se cul tu res.

(6) De ve lop ments in the fi eld of bio-tec hno logy are un cer tain and 
can ha ve a po ten ti ally sig ni fi cant im pact. Co sme tic ne u ro-phar ma co-
logy, co sme tic ne u ro-sur gery, pre-im plan ta tion scre e ning, the ra pe u tic 
and re pro duc ti ve clo ning, the cre a tion of em bryos with the so le pur po se 
of de ri ving stem cells form them, as well as a va ri ety of ot her pos si bi-
li ti es of bio-tec hno logy might re sult in a re for mu la tion of a sig ni fi cant 
num ber of our mo ral con cepts. The mo ral fo un da ti ons of Euro pe might 
then al so be af fec ted and re for mu la ted.

So me of the se “dan gers” can be avo i ded, so me can not. It wo uld 
ex ce ed the pur po ses of this pa per to go in to that, but I wo uld li ke to 
ma ke one fi nal re mark in that con text. It can be co gently con ten ded, 
na mely, that a re de fi ni tion of Euro pe can help us in pre ser ving its mo ral 
fo un da ti ons9). In that re gard, it is im pos si ble not to con si der ways how 

9) For an in te re sting ela bo ra tion on the re la ti on ship bet we en Euro pean iden tity and EU en lar ge-
ment, see Thiel (2006). Thiel no tes that the wi de ning of the EU has re ac hed a “cri ti cal mass” 
and that hen ce “de e pe ning” ought to re flect the chan ged iden tity of the EU. Thiel be li e ves, 
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to con nect the tra di ti o nally Chri stian tra di tion of li be ra lism, de moc racy, 
pe a ce and co smo po li ta nism to the va lu es of Islam. To put it dif fe rently: 
how can Euro pe in cor po ra te Islam in its mo ral gro und work and how 
can this in clu sion be ac cep ted both by Euro pean Mu slims and Chri sti-
ans? Only if such an in cor po ra tion ta kes pla ce in a pro per man ner, can 
the mo ral ba sis of Euro pe be pre ser ved. 

Euro pe’s mo ral fo un da ti ons are ca pa ble of this in cor po ra tion, be-
ca u se they ap pe ar to be ba sed on ge ne ral hu man va lu es. It is thus pos-
si ble to pre ser ve them. That re qu i res, ho we ver, a re de fi ni tion of Euro pe 
– one that ex tends the me a ning of “be ing Euro pean” to all tho se cul tu-
res and in di vi du als that iden tify with Euro pe’s mo ral fo un da ti ons. We 
ha ve seen what the se fo un da ti ons are. Euro pe has to find ways how to 
ma ke them at trac ti ve to cul tu res that are not con si de red as tra di ti o nally 
Euro pean. Only then will Euro pe’s mo ral gro und work be pre ser ved. 
In ot her words, it might be ne ces sary to re de fi ne the con cept of “be ing 
Euro pean”, i.e. Euro pe’s cul tu ral iden tity, in or der to pre ser ve the mo ral 
fo un da ti ons of Euro pe. 

ВојинРакић 
Београд

МОРАЛНЕОСНОВЕЕВРОПЕУ
НАСТУПАЈУЋЕМСВЕТСКОМПОРЕТКУ

Сажетак
Мо гло би се твр ди ти ка ко су мо рал не осно ве Евро пе оп ште 

мо рал не вред но сти. По ку ша ћу да уста но вим по ре кло ових осно ва, 
као и њи хо ву уло гу у са да шњем и бу ду ћем све ту. За кљу чи ћу да је 
услов за њи хо во очу ва ње ре де фи ни ци ја кон цеп та”би ти Евро пља-
нин” у прав цу јед ног све ин клу зив ни јег об ли ка иден ти те та.
Кључ не ре чи:  Евро па, мо рал не осно ве, Кант,  мир, ли бе ра ли зам, прав да, 

нор ма тив на во ља, ин клу зи ја
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